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all who participate in our 
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like to sign-up for a week-

end or two. This oppor-

tunity will count toward 

service hours. 
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Hello Families— 

Happy Holidays! I hope you all had a blessed and joy-filled Thanksgiving 
weekend with your family and friends. I know some of you were not able to 
celebrate like you have in the past but know that God is with you in every mo-
ment and every personal encounter you had with your loved ones, even if you 
were not able to connect “face-to-face” this year.  

My Thanksgiving holiday was spent reconnecting with family I only see a few 
times a year. It was a small gathering but was still filled with the family tradi-
tions that formed me. It is these traditions along with the gift of health that I 
am thankful for this year. As we are continually reminded of the fragility of our 
lives it is important to not take anything for granted.  

Regardless of how challenging this year has been for us, know that God has 
placed us in this time in human history for a reason. Let us take advantage of 
all His Graces as we continue to forge ahead during this Advent season as we 
prepare for the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

Prayer and Reflection 

God of hope, who brought love into the world, be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into the world, be the peace that dwells between 

us. God of hope, who brought joy into this world, be the joy that dwells between 

us. God of hope, the rock we stand upon, be the center, the focus of our lives, 

now during this Advent time and always. AMEN 

This Advent story is one of hope and mystery, anticipation and preparation for a 

kingdom of this world and the next and a king appearing when we least expect. 

Heaven touching earth, the footsteps of the divine walking dusty roads and a peo-

ple searching for a Savior and walking past the stable. Open our eyes and our 

hearts that this might be an Advent of hope for the world. 

Are my eyes and heart open to see the hope that Advent brings into the world? 



December 1—Eucharistic Adoration in church from 4:00-6:00 (always 1st Tuesday of month) 

December 6—Session #10 K-8 / Session #6 9th-10th /Session #5 Confirmation 

December 12—9th & 10th grade RETREAT (Youth Room/Hafford Hall) 10-6pm 

December 13—Session #11 K-8th / Confirmation Rite of Welcoming 8:30 Mass—Candidate/Sponsor 
Service Project Event (Hafford Hall) 

December 20—K-8th Family Time Activity / (Kemp Hall/Hafford Hall) see article below 

 December 27—NO Sessions/ Catechist Meeting 9-10am 

 

St. Agnes Christian Formation 

12801 W. Fairmount Ave 

Butler, WI 53007 

262-781-6998  

www.stagnesparish.org 

Happy New (Liturgical) Year! 

The Church celebrates the beginning of a new litur-

gical year with the First Sunday of Advent.  

The liturgical year is made up of six seasons: 

Advent, Christmas, Lent, Sacred Paschal Triduum 

(the holiest "Three Days" of the Church's year, 

where the Christian people recall the suffering, 

death, and resurrection of Jesus) Easter, Ordinary 

Time (divided into two sections-one span of 4-8 

weeks after Christmas Time and another lasting 

about six months after Easter Time), wherein the 

faithful consider the fullness of Jesus' teachings and 

works among his people. 

The mystery of Christ, unfolded through the cycle of 

the year, calls us to live his mystery in our own lives. 

—from the USCCB website 

  

Monthly Minute: December—The Saint Andrew 
Christmas Novena 

The Saint Andrew Christmas Novena is often called simply 

the "Christmas Novena" or the "Christmas Anticipation 

Prayer," because it is prayed 15 times every day from the 

Feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle (November 30) un-

til Christmas. It is an ideal Advent devotion; the First Sun-

day of Advent is the Sunday closest to the Feast of Saint 

Andrew. While the novena is tied to the Feast of Saint An-

drew, it is not actually addressed to Saint Andrew but to 

God Himself, asking Him to grant our request in honor of 

the birth of His Son at Christmas. You can say the prayer 

all 15 times, all at once; or divide up the recitation as nec-

essary (perhaps five times at each meal). 

Prayed as a family, the Saint Andrew Christmas Novena is 

a very good way to help focus the attention of your children 

on the Advent season. 

 

The Saint Andrew Christmas Novena 

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment in which the Son 

of God was born of the most pure Virgin Mary, at midnight, 

in Bethlehem, in piercing cold. In that hour, vouchsafe, O 

my God! to hear my prayer and grant my desires, through 

the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ, and of His Blessed 

Mother. Amen. 

 

The opening words of this prayer—"Hail and blessed be the 

hour and moment"—may seem odd at first. But they reflect 

the Christian belief that moments in the life of Christ are not 

only special but, in an important sense, still present to the 

faithful today. 

The repetition of the first sentence of this prayer is de-

signed to place us, mentally and spiritually, there in the sta-

ble at His birth, just as an icon of the Nativity or a Nativity 

scene is meant to do. Having entered into His presence, in 

the second sentence we place our petition at the feet of the 

newborn Child.  

Richert, Scott P. "The Saint Andrew Christmas Novena 

Prayer." Learn Religions, Aug. 25, 2020 learnreligions.com/

saint-andrew-christmas-novena-542608  

Christmas Family Time for K-8th grade only. 
 
On Dec. 20th we invite our families of the children 

in K-8th grade to participate in a Family Time pro-

gram from 9:00-10:15am. We will be gathering in 

both Kemp Hall and Hafford Hall to allow for the 

recommended social distancing. This event will 

include age appropriate family formation along 

with an activity as we prepare for Christmas. 

There will be no food allowed at this gathering at 

this time. Please watch for an email closer to the 

date for further information. We look forward to 

seeing you then. 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year-and-calendar
https://www.learnreligions.com/saint-andrew-apostle-541673
https://www.learnreligions.com/season-of-advent-catholic-church-542458
https://www.learnreligions.com/saint-andrew-christmas-novena-542608
https://www.learnreligions.com/saint-andrew-christmas-novena-542608

