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Hello Families— 

Happy New Year! I hope your Christmas celebrations were filled with joy and 
many family memories despite the challenges that we face as we continue to 
keep our families safe and healthy. This is the time of year when we should 
reflect on where we’ve been and consider how we will improve going forward. 
  
With a new year comes new features in this newsletter. These new features 
will include links to various video that will assist you and your family on your 
journey of faith. Each month we will feature a new saint that is commemorated 
during the month along with our usual Monthly Minute, which focuses on a 
feast or special liturgical moment in that month. 
 
At this time of year I often reflect on the past year and all the ways I met or fell 
short of my goals. I also set my sights on what I could do to overcome some 
of my obstacles that keep me from being my best self. Look for a new blog 
posting in the next few weeks as I return to this outlet for reflection on church 
teaching and the spiritual life. 
 
Please let me know if there is something you’d like to see featured in these 
monthly family newsletters. 

 
God’s Peace & Blessings to you all. 
Shelly Fellin 

 
Our Prayer for these Uncertain Times 
   
God, you alone are worthy of honor, glory, and praise.  
  
With You, we can overcome every storm, including Covid-19.  Right now, we are ask-
ing you to heal those who are sick and protect those who are not.   
 
Give our leaders extra wisdom as they navigate this pandemic and economic uncer-
tainty.  Strengthen your global church.  Reveal to us how we can partner together to 
reach the needs of those around us.   
 
Calm our fears.  Fill us with your hope, joy, and peace as we continue to trust in you. 
Use this pandemic to pave the way for spiritual renewal.   
 
We want your glory, power, and healing to be on display. Show us the way to peace.  
Come Lord Jesus, come.    
 
We pray for this and all our needs in Jesus's Name. Amen. 



January 3—Session #12 K-8/ Session #7 9th&10th/ Session #6 Confirmation 

January 5—Eucharistic Adoration in church from 4:00-6:00 (always 1st Tuesday of month) 

January 10—Session #13 K-8 / Family Time #3 for High School & Confirmation 

January 17—Session #14 K-8/ Session #8 9th&10th/ Session #7 Confirmation  

January 24—Session #15 K-8/ High School Worship Opportunity—St. Michael’s Parish 

January 31—NO Sessions 
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Join our Team to help improve  
Christian Formation Programs! 

 

The Christian Formation Committee is one of the 
standing committees for the parish. This group of 
parishioners and staff members work together to 
structure a sound and complete program for the reli-
gious education of all parishioners, children, youth 
and adults.  We are in need of dedicated parents to 
join the Christian Formation Committee. We meet 
six times a year on the 2nd Wednesday from 6:00-
7:30pm. Our next meeting is January 13, 2020 
 Prayerfully Consider how you can help. 

Year of St. Joseph 
 
On December 8, 2020 Pope Francis proclaimed a 
“Year of St. Joseph” to mark the 150th anniversary 
of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the 

Universal Church. His new apostolic letter entitled 
“With a Father’s Heart” (“Patris corde”) reflects on 
this declaration and the many qualities that make 
St. Joseph an important role model for all of us. 
Each month I will include a short reflection on St. 
Joseph with some suggestions for how to start or 
grow your devotion to this beloved but often for-
gotten Saint. 

Attention Parents: We need your Help! 
 
Safety Protocols will continue as directed by the Archdi-

ocese. We are in need of two adults to monitor the two en-

trances to our classrooms. Without your help we are unable 

to provide an efficient check-in process for the students. We 

have had to close one of our entrances due to the lack of vol-

unteers. Please let me know which weekend you are able to 

help with this important step in providing safe Christian For-

mation classes for all our students.  

Finding Joy in Uncertain Times 

At our recent Family Time with the 7th & 8th 
grade students and their families we showed a 
video about finding joy during uncertain times, 
especially during the holidays. We thought it 
would be helpful to share it with you. Even 
though we are past the Christmas holiday, the 
message is still relevant and will hopefully give 
you some consolation as we move into the New 
Year. (We also presented this video during last 
year’s High School Family Time so it may be 
familiar to those families as well.) Fr. Mike 
Schmitz Ascension Presents—Having Joy in 
Uncertainty https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5Cue0FnwfyQ 

Beginning next month we will feature one or two cat-
echists who volunteer their time to teaching the faith 
to your children.  This month I highlight some links 
from the Archdiocese website for you to check-out. 

One Percent Challenge—An Archdiocese initiative to 
encourage the faithful to spent more time in prayer in 

the New Year: One Percent Prayer (archmil.org) 

“See you at Mass” videos are short reflections from 

people throughout the Archdioceses on why the 
Mass is so important to them. See you at Mass link. 

Catechist Corner 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cue0FnwfyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cue0FnwfyQ
https://www.archmil.org/one-percent-prayer?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=website
https://www.archmil.org/Our-Faith/See-You-At-Mass/Mary-Tretow.htm


Monthly Minute: January—Baptism of 
the Lord 

The Baptism of the Lord marks the liturgical end to 

the Christmas Season. This feast is linked to Christ-

mas because it commemorates a second 

“epiphany”. At Jesus’ baptism he is revealed to us 

as the Beloved Son of God. We hear in the read-

ings, especially the Gospel of Mark, that the Spirit 

descended upon him. “And a voice came from the 

heavens, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am 

well pleased.’” [Mk 1:11]  

The Baptism of the Lord is also important in that it 

opens the door for our baptism. Through Jesus’ de-

scent into the Jordon cleansed the water of baptism 

and made them pure so to wash away our sins. It 

also unites us to God as His adopted sons and 

daughters. By remembering Jesus’ Baptism we cel-

ebrate our own as Children of God and the Body of 

Christ.  
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Saint of the Month: St. Agnes 
 

The feast day of St. Agnes of 
Rome will be celebrated on Janu-
ary 21. Agnes was born in 291 
and died a martyr in 304 at the 
age of 13. 
St. Agnes was born to a noble 
family in Rome. She was very 
beautiful, however at an early 
age she promised her life to God, 
refusing marriage.  
 
The governor’s son, Procop, of-
fered to marry her, but she re-
fused, saying; 
 “I am already promised to 

the Lord of the Universe.  He is more splendid 
than the sun and the stars,  and He has said He 
will never leave me!” 
Angered by rejection, Procop sentenced her to 
death. 
Agnes was not afraid of death, but was joyful at the 
thought of meeting our Lord, saying; 
 “He chose me first and He shall have me.” 
She then prayed and bowed, her head to receive 
the death stroke of the sword. 
 
The daughter of Constantine was said to have been 
cured of leprosy after praying at Agnes tomb. In art 
Agnes is shown with a lamb. The lamb is a symbol 
of innocence and purity. In Latin, Agnes means 
lamb. The Greek meaning is chaste, pure, and sa-
cred. On the feast day of St. Agnes two lambs are 
brought to the Trappist Abbey in Rome. On Holy 
Thursday they are shorn and their wool is used to 
weave the palliums which the pope gives to new 
archbishops.     
 
St. Jerome has written the following about St. Ag-
nes. “All nations, especially their Christian communi-
ties, praise in word and writing the life of St. Agnes. 
She triumphed over her tender age as well as over 
the merciless tyrant. To the crown of spotless inno-
cence she added the glory of martyrdom.” 
 
St. Ambrose gave an early account of Agnes’ death, 
stressing her steadfastness and virginity. 

Information taken from catholicfaithpatronsaints.com  

http://catholicfaithpatronsaints.com/

