
11/5 Get to know Fr. Joy 

Our pastor, Father Joy Thachil, SAC, is a 
Pallottine priest. The Pallottines recently 

celebrated their 100th anniversary in the 
Milwaukee Archdiocese with a Mass and 

dinner.  Father Joy is here with Sister Michelle, 
Sister Smija and Father Sergio, all members of 

the Pallottine community. 

 

 

 

St. Agnes parishioners also attended the centennial 

celebration:  Linda Barrington, Ken and Kathy 

Schroeder, and Tanya Bissen. 

 

Father Joy Thachil, SAC, has been at St. Agnes for a year 
now, but because of COVID restrictions, there haven’t 

been many opportunities for us to get to know him.  Let’s 

set that right. It’s time to learn more about him. 

Father Joy was born in Kerala, a state on the southwest coast of India. His father passed away 

in 1980. His mother still lives in India. Father Joy said that his mother was the most influential 

person in his life. “She lives a simple life, very devoted to God.  She always went to daily 
Mass,” he said.  For five years now, she has pretty much been bedridden after a fall when she 

broke her femur, and she is frightened of falling again. She is cared for by a person in her 

neighborhood. 

Soon after high school, Father Joy entered the seminary to study to become a Pallottine priest. 

The Pallottines are a missionary congregation (Society of the Catholic Apostolate), founded in 
Italy by St. Vincent Pallotti. After Father Joy’s ordination, he served as associate pastor in two 

different parishes in India. It is customary there for associates to spend only one year in a 

parish and then to be transferred to another parish each year.  

 

  



Deacon Gary Simmons and his wife 

Judy from Christ King Parish in 
Lubbock, Texas, visited Father Joy who 

took them to Butler’s historic Clarke 
House for a tour from St. Agnes 

parishioner Marilyn Schultz. 

After his parish assignments, Father Joy 

taught at the minor seminary for a few 
years before coming to the United States in 

2002 for further study. In Texas he got his 
Master’s degree in philosophy so that he 

could teach in the seminary. But, instead, 
he was sent to St. Louis University to start 

work on his Ph.D.  He also taught there for 
seven years. Then he was sent back to Texas to serve in parishes.   (See above photo of Father 

Joy and friends from Texas.) And now Father Joy is here in Wisconsin at St. Agnes Parish. 

Father Joy has been in the United States for almost 22 years. He is permanently part of the 

Pallottine order here, a member of the “Mother of God” province. He could return to India to 
rejoin a province there, but there is no need, so he is here permanently. Of course, there are 

things about India that he misses, like the beauty of the lakes and seaside beaches, the green 
landscape, and the food. Here in the Milwaukee area, Father Joy has found two Indian 

restaurants whose food reminds him of home, “Taste of India” and “India Garden.” 

 

Father Joy traveled to Rome, visiting the 

Vatican a couple years ago. 

Traveling:  Father enjoys meeting different people, 
exploring countries, experiencing different cultures 

and, of course, trying new foods. He has been to 

many places in Europe: Italy, Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, Spain, England, Holland, France and the 

Holy Land. There is much more to see in the United 

States. 

Interests:  He enjoys sports and is a big soccer fan and watches the World Cup matches. In 

the seminary he was on the volleyball team.  He likes listening to music, especially 

instrumentals. And he loves to visit friends. 

Saint Joseph:  Father is devoted to St. Joseph. “Family was important to St. Joseph.  He 
wasn’t focused on himself,” Father said. He was very humble and didn’t take credit for his role 

as foster father to Jesus.  He followed God’s will. 

Favorites:  Grilled salmon is one of his favorite foods. He likes movies, especially musicals like 

Sound of Music, Fiddler on the Roof and Broadway shows. 



 

Father Joy attended a Seminarian fundraiser 

with Deacon Matt Ferch, Greg Retzer and 

Jimmy Matthews. 

St. Agnes:  Yes, he likes St. Agnes. “People here 
are welcoming and friendly, available to help with 

anything we need,” he said.  “It’s a very active 
parish. We get things done, not just talk about it.” 

He would like to meet and get to know more 
people in the parish, but he understands that 

COVID restrictions make that difficult to do. He 
enjoys being invited to parishioners’ homes for dinner. It’s a good way to get to know more 

people. 

Father Joy does not live in the St. Agnes rectory.  As a member of the Pallottine order, he lives 

in community with the brothers and priests of the Mother of God province in Milwaukee on 54th 
Street and Bluemound Road. Ten priests from India are part of that community, as well as two 

active American priests, three retired priests and a brother, and five priests from Springfield, 
Ill. Next year two more priests from India will join the community. The Pallottines work at nine 

parishes in Milwaukee and in total they have 18 priests in the province. The archdiocese of 

Milwaukee places them in parishes and other assignments.  

Background on the Pallottines in Milwaukee.  Pallottine brothers and priests in the 
Milwaukee province work in prison ministry, support foreign missions in Zambia and India, care 

for the sick as hospital chaplains, minister to the elderly and homebound, and serve as parish 
priests in a dozen parishes in Wisconsin, like St. Agnes in Butler. Another important mission is 

the support of Pius XI Catholic High School, which was founded by the Pallottines.   More about 

the Milwaukee province at https://www.pallottines.org/ 

  

 

https://www.pallottines.org/

