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Kemp Hall’s new look: flooring, painting, safety 

 
After the flooding of Kemp Hall last summer, the staff learned 
that the tile flooring was made with asbestos. That meant that 
the entire floor would need to be removed as well as that in the 
kitchen and adjacent hallways.  

“Painting wasn’t planned,” maintenance supervisor Ella Ostrowski 

said. As the clean-up progressed, the staff learned  
that some parts of the walls were also damaged. That meant the 
walls would need to be painted.   

“We were able to use left-over paint from the church,” Father Joy 
said. “And we’ll buy enough paint to finish the walls, including the 
adjacent hallways.” Most of the work is being paid for by 
insurance.   

Father Joy asked principal Rachel Kolbeck, vice-principal Amy 

Retzer and St. Agnes staff members, Shelly Fellin, Patty Kaiser, 
Paula Pikula and Marilyn Schultz to form a committee to select 
the new flooring for Kemp Hall.   

The first flooring company they approached was pricier that 
hoped for. The insurance company suggested we get an estimate 
from Nationwide Flooring and Window Coverings. “They offered a 
lower bid,” Pikula said, “well below the other company. They are 
great to work with.” The owner has been here a couple times in 
the last week to check on the progress. 

One of the creative decisions for the committee was deciding on 
tile patterns and colors.   

“We started out thinking we’d use a muted white with light 
green,” Pikula said. “When we saw it full-size on the floor, we 
knew right away that it was wrong.” The committee used 
Pinterest to see what other school cafeterias and halls looked like. 



Patterns and colors and room sizes all affected what looked good 
and what didn’t.  

“A big room needs a big pattern,” Pikula said. “A smaller pattern 
would have made it look too busy.” 

“We decided on a diamond pattern,” Father Joy said. “It gave the 
hall a modern look; it appears to be a larger area.” 

Once the asbestos removal was completed, the workers recently 
started laying tile. Pikula has enjoyed checking in on the work 

regularly. “It’s an interesting process,” she said. “They heat up 
the tiles and them cut them to fit the diagonal cuts in the 
pattern.” 

 
The blue color will frame the room and bisect it on the 
diagonals. 

 
Recently, the north wall of Kemp Hall has experienced some 
water seepage and moisture damage. The Building and Grounds 
committee decided that it was necessary to remove the stucco. 
The source of the seepage is still being looked into. Once they’ve 
found it, they will have the repairs made. 



 
The stucco has been removed and the bare foundation 
shows below the windows along Fairmount Ave. 

 
To understand the history of Kemp Hall, Father Joy read up on its 
history and learned about decisions that were made during its 
construction. “The original flooring was dark green, to match the 
school color,” he said.  “The new white floor with strong blue 
diagonal lines will look great,” Pikula said. “It should all be done 
by the end of July.” 

 

 


