
9/24/2021 Bringing the neighborhood together 

Hard work and lots of volunteers make St. Agnes Festival a success 

Jimmy and Michele Matthews and Greg and Tanya Bissen - Brought our festival 
back this year. 

  

Michele Matthews festival impression 

There are still some income and expenses waiting to be 
resolved, but overall the festival made a decent profit. The 
biggest challenge this year was the increase in expenses and 
labor shortages.  There were also some challenges trying to 
ensure festival goers and volunteers were safe and healthy 

during the pandemic.  The Rummage Sale being held in the gym this year 
received overwhelmingly positive response. Even though it rained cats and dogs 
for a short time and the heat was almost unbearable, festival goers toughed it 
out, and someone even captured a picture of a rainbow over our festival grounds! 

 

  

  

I think the most exciting day of the 
Festival was Sunday because we 
started with fellowship in the dining 
tent, followed by an amazing concert by 
a group featuring one of our St. Agnes 
alums. We even had a visit from Father 
Mark Brandl and Father Alex Nwosu! 

  

  

Our saddest part of Festival was that it was our last year planning it with the 
Bissens as our Co-Chairs.  They started in 2016, took last year off along with the 
rest of us, and finished their fifth year with a BANG!  We couldn’t have done this 
without them, and they are leaving behind huge shoes to fill.  



 

Father Joy Thachil made his way around the festival, meeting 
lots of new people including some fun with the lead singer of 
"Cheap Shot" the Saturday night headliner.  

Tanya Bissen festival impression 

Overall, the festival was a big hit!  One of the highlights was 
certainly when one of our school alums (Ryan 

 

Nolan) performed with his a cappella group from UW-
Madison (Fundamentally Sound). We had quite the 
audience during their show, and it was their first LIVE 
show since March of 2020.  

Michele Matthews with Julie Pieterick, who along with 
her husband, Bob, runs the Sucker Pull game in the 
Kids Tent. They help every year with Festival and the 
Mission Party. 

  

  

  

The food was fantastic (as always) thanks to our friends from the Butler Volunteer 
Fire Department and our various food trucks.  Attendance was slightly down this 
year (which was to be expected) and while we had a few bouts of crummy 
weather, it didn't deter us from having a great time.  Having the rummage in the 
gym was probably the BIGGEST hit of all! 

 

 

 



Co-chair Jimmy Matthews and Business Manager Dave 
Grunwaldt enjoy the festival.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg and I will miss co-chairing with the Matthews. It has been such a blessing 
being on this journey with them.  We've shared in so many joys, so many 
frustrations (which is a given, when you are in charge of a big event with so many 
moving targets) and so many wonderful memories!  They are the best!! 

And to our amazing committee - I really don't have the words to express how 
grateful we are to have the most amazing group of individuals who give of their 
time and talents to St. Agnes.   

God has blessed our parish in so many ways!   

 


