
  

 Father Adam at the front door of the St. Agnes rectory 

 

Who’s living in St. Agnes’ rectory? 

Meet Father Adam Fernandez Hirudayasamy, SMA, born in the town of Coonoor, located in the district 

of Nilgiris in the mountainous area of southern India.  He spent 15 years in Africa, five years as a student 

and 10 years as a priest, mostly in Kenya.  Since last August he has been the pastor of St. Joseph’s parish 

in Wauwatosa.   

And he lives here in St. Agnes’s rectory.  His arrival here at St. Agnes was serendipitous. St. Joseph 

parish does not have a rectory and St. Agnes’s rectory was vacant because our pastor, Father Joy, lives 

at the Pallottine Fathers’ provincial headquarters in Milwaukee.  

This is the first time Father Adam has lived and worked in the United States. Adjustment to our culture 

and way of life has been challenging.  

“I have to do so many things for myself now,” Father Adam said. He’s never had to cook for himself, so 

he’s been doing take-out food sometimes and accepting occasional meals from some of his parishioners.  

Braving the cold weather is also new to him. There will be a lot more of that to come this winter. 

Growing up, Father Adam had four siblings, three sisters and a brother, all of them now married. He has 

five nieces and a nephew.  As a youngster, he attended public school, but his family were very devoted 

Catholics. As a child he would pretend to be a priest, saying Mass.  In high school he was a Mass server 

and his family encouraged his vocation. He started his training at the diocesan seminary, but then he 

learned of a missionary group (Society of African Missions, or SMA) and transferred to that seminary 



where he studied philosophy. Then he was sent to Kenya for his theology studies. He returned to India 

for his ordination and was then sent right back to Africa. 

“I enjoy the education of children and receive great joy from being a missionary,” he said.  He was sent 

to Zambia right after his ordination in 2002. Two years later he was sent to Kenya in a small town called 

Kitengela for the next eight years.  His parish was located in Maasai land, about 30 km from the capital 

of Nairobi. People from all over the country were moving to town, looking for job opportunities.  

      

Fr. Adam with Maasai women and children in one of the Maasai villages    

      

Fr. Adam with Maasai people    



  

St Monica Academy, Kitengela, Kenya 

 

Students of St. Monica Academy 

“We had three Masses on Sunday and still could not accommodate everyone,” Father Adam said.  

Church leaders and Father Adam held fundraisers to expand the church. Eventually they had enough to 

build a newer, larger school as well.  

“As an SMA missionary priest, I was given important pastoral work, and at the same time I recognized 

the importance of the education of children. I believe that only education can eradicate poverty,” Father 

said.   



In 2012 Father Adam went back to India where he was appointed the Rector of SMA minor seminary. He 

was involved in the formation of students who were just beginning their lives with SMA after their school 

studies.  

Now he is a missionary here in the United States, at St. Joseph’s parish. “Mission is anywhere God’s 

people are,” Father Adam said. “I have great joy in being a missionary.” Through his work here, he can 

support his order and its work around the world. His order has lots of new seminarians.  Father Adam is 

able to help support them through his work here.  

 “I am very grateful to the people of St. Agnes for allowing me to live in their rectory,” Father Adam said. 

“I appreciate their support.”  

 

Palm Sunday celebration in the mission station 

 


