
9/3/2021 Trip to India and a Thank you!

Dear Parishioners,

I was fortunate to visit with my mom and family during this summer after two years of waiting because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In fact, I had bought a ticket and planned to go last year but had to cancel it at the 
last moment as I was supposed to fly to India from Rome; instead, I came back to the U.S. and then to Mil-
waukee. “Man proposes and God disposes!”

I was able to see my mom, Theresa, who is 95 years old – but she doesn’t agree with that number! I  spent 
most of my time visiting with some of my cousins in the vicinity, and confined myself to our house due to 
COVID restrictions placed by the State. However, along with a friend of mine, I made a short trip to a lake re-
sort, and then to some popular and historical churches in the State of Kerala.  That made my trip even more 
fulfilling in spite of the difficulties the whole nation was facing.   (Story continues below photos.)

Two historic churches in Kerala, India, both dedicated to St. Joseph.

As I returned to Butler, there was a bigger surprise for me – St Agnes Parish Festival. It was a great celebra-
tion of community life together with our families and friends! I was very impressed by your dedication and 
hard work in organizing and running the whole festival activities, of course with months of preparations, to 
provide an occasion for everyone to come back to church!

From meeting with and talking to various groups of people, I gather that everyone had a great time, and 
people came out from the neighborhood with family and friends to enjoy an evening or two with St. Agnes 
parish and school community. I am sure, despite the occasional showers, that people, especially the children, 
enjoyed the fair.

Finally, a BIG THANK YOU to all Festival Committee Chairs and to each one of you on the Staff, Finance Coun-
cil, Parish Council, all the volunteers, our generous donors and sponsors!!! My hats off to each one of you 
with a token of appreciation for everything you have done and continue to do so in supporting and enrich-
ing our community fellowship!

Let us now come together as one family and celebrate our daily life, our struggles and joyful moments, in 
the presence of the Lord with His sacraments at St. Agnes! Please do invite your family, friends, and acquain-
tances, and those who have not been to church for a while to come and join us every weekend.

YOU are invited to participate in a banquet hosted in your honor prepared by Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
The Lord is waiting and counting on you to show up for our communal worship every week. Welcome to 
ONE and ALL!!!

Yours in the Lord, Fr. Joy Thachil, SAC

Resort area designed in traditional architecture

Statues of elephants in Kochi Father Joy taking a selfie in a resort area.

This is a view of the Indian Ocean in the State of Kerala, 
where Father Joy is from.

Kerala is located on the western tip of India, with the Ara-
bian Sea to the west and the Indian Ocean to the south.


