
Little Church                         March 29, 2020                  Fifth Sunday of Lent              Year A 
 
 (1. Dismissal from the Assembly) 
 
2. Welcome song: We Believe #4 on Children of God CD.   
 
    The words are on a separate sheet in the Little Church notebook.   
 
3. Light the Candle (purple for Lent) 
 
4. Proclamation of the Gospel       John 11: 1-45 (see the other attachment) 
 
5.  Reflection   Invite the children to think about times when they felt happy, sad, mad, glad. 
(Invite some sharing.)  Review the details of the story with the children by talking about  
feelings of Mary, Martha, Lazarus, and Jesus—happy feelings of sharing friendship, worry 
when Lazarus got sick, sadness when he died, happiness when Jesus reunited them all again.  
Then… 
 

1. How did Jesus and Mary and Martha feel when Lazarus was sick?  ( Worried.) 
     2.   How did they feel when Lazarus died?  (Remind the children everyone cried. ) 

3.   What happened next?  (Martha talked to Jesus and told Jesus she believed in him. Then   
      Jesus told Lazarus to come out of the tomb and he did) 
4.  How do you think it happened that Jesus brought Lazarus back to life?  (It was a 
miracle from God.) 

 
 

6.   Sing: to the tune of “Jingle Bells”  
 
                  Lazarus, Lazarus, he got sick and died. 
                  His friend Jesus called to him 
                  And brought him back to life! 
 
7. Response/Celebration of the scripture message    
 
    Re-enact the raising of Lazarus with the children:   Tell them that they are going to  
    take turns being Lazarus, and the whole class will have lines to say each time.     
    
 Practice the lines with them: 

1) Lazarus, come out of the tomb!  (Everyone repeat) 
2) Yes, Lord, I believe you are the Christ!   (Everyone repeat) 

 
One at a time, each child goes into the “cave,” (designate the altar to serve as the cave, and 
have the child crawl under it) and lie very still.  The class calls to him “Lazarus, come out of 



the tomb!”   Lazarus comes to life and emerges from the cave, raising his arms to God, and 
the class says “Yes, Lord, I believe you are the Christ!” 
 
If it seems to be going too slowly and you might run out of time, they can go two at a time.  
However, the gospel today is quite a bit longer than usual, so you will have some extra time. 
 
 
8. Creed (NOTE:  NEW CREED.  Teach this to the children by having them repeat it line 
by line, then 2 lines, then 4, then 6.  We will use this all year, so they will hear it many times. 
Just spend a few minutes on it today.) 
 

I believe in God above; 

I believe in Jesus' love.  

  

I believe His Spirit, too, 

Comes to teach me what to do.   

 

I believe that I should be 

Kind and loving, Lord, like Thee.  Amen 

 
9. General Intercessions:  Pass the small crucifix around and invite each child to offer a 
petition if they have one.   
 

10. Closing prayers    Dear Lord, you are so mighty and powerful. Your love is never-ending. 
Thank you, Lord, for blessing me with family and friends. Help me to live for you. In Jesus' 
name, Amen. 

Say the Our Father and the Hail Mary slowly, and tell the children to join in on any words that 
they know.  Gradually (over the next few weeks) they should know more and more of the 
words to these prayers.  Begin and end the prayer with the Sign of the Cross. 
 
11. Return to the Assembly with a handout to take home.   


