
Lazarus
In Our
Lives

“Every threat to human dignity 
and life must necessarily be felt 
in the Church’s heart.”
Pope John Paul II

“Whatever you did for one of 
these least brothers of mine, you 
did for me.”
Mt 25:41

Over the next three and a half years, the Peace and Justice Commission is inviting the 
St. Clare Community to reflect upon the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching 
developed by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Last fall we focused on these same teachings, spending a week on each.  Now we are 
going to spend 6 months on each.

Life and Dignity of the Human Person 

One of the ways we give people dignity is to recognize them as children of God.  This 
can be a challenge, because sometimes we judge people as unworthy, or we fail to 
even notice them.  Let’s call this the Lazarus Challenge.  We invite you to take it.  You 
will recall from the Gospel of Luke that Lazarus was a beggar covered in sores that 
longed to eat the scraps from a rich man’s table.

Lazarus and the rich man died, but only Lazarus went to Heaven. 

On earth, the rich man didn’t even notice Lazarus, but after death, the rich man asked 
for help from Lazarus.  He was denied and told that he had received good things on 
earth and now he must suffer in agony.  There was a great chasm between him in Hell 
and Lazarus in Heaven.



The Lazarus Challenge--Lazarus in Our Lives

Who are the people like Lazarus in your life?  Are there people near you that you don’t 
recognize?  Wouldn’t give the time of day to?  Are invisible to you?

Are there people in your neighborhood that you don’t look at?  People you work with?  
People who serve you?  Mail carriers?  Garbage collectors?  Scrap collectors?  
Homeless?  Mentally ill?  Sports enthusiasts?  Suits? Illegals?  Book worms?  The 
unborn?  Politicians?  Children?  Those people?

We give dignity to others no matter what their circumstance when we recognize them 
as fellow children of God.  This is a life-long challenge.

On the footprint below, write a description of one of the 
Lazarus people in your life.  Don’t write down the person’s 
name, but give a description of that person.  You might 
write something like, “The man on the next block who 
never wears a shirt,” or “the store cashier,” or “an 
immigrant at the gas station.”

Once you fill out the description of Lazarus in your life, cut 
out the footprint and place it in the shoebox in the 
vestibule at church.  Get more footprints, which are 
available by the box, and fill them in as you begin to 
notice people that you never paid attention to before.  

As you fill in one of the footprints, you welcome another 
child of God into your life.  In this way, we step closer to 
an understanding of the LIfe and Dignity of the Human 
Person.

Write your Lazarus description on the foot, cut it out, and place it in shoe box in vestibule at church.


