
A returning citizen is someone 

transitioning back into society after 

having been incarcerated. 

     Returning Citizens 
      What kind of citizens ???       

          Returning from where ??? 

       

     

 

Successful transition can take many years and requires commitment, new ways of thinking 

and new behavior patterns from both returning citizens and the community.  

 Returning citizens must embrace new peer groups, search out new opportunities, 

acquire or refine educational and job skills, put aside connections with their criminal or 

addicted past and reintegrate into their families and communities.   

 We the community must be willing to accept that someone who has made a mistake 

and undergone treatment and/or punishment is a human being, a child of God, a 

member of our community and a citizen of the United States. We need to come to the 

realization that the successful reintegration of returning citizens as productive, law-

abiding citizens will improve the quality of life of our entire community.  

 Basic to successful reintegration is stable employment. Most previously incarcerated 

persons will return to their community homeless and jobless and with little prospect of 

finding work. (There are numerous laws and codes that regulate what jobs are unavailable to 

persons with criminal backgrounds.)  Without a job, many will turn to crime to acquire the 

funds and/or items needed to survive. While lack of a job is only one cause of 

recidivism, those who have stable employment and a place to live are less likely to 

return to crime. Less crime equals a safer community for all of us. 

“Have you ever been convicted of a crime?” is a common question on job applications. Is this 

life-long punishment for one mistake? Or is it vital information needed for employer and co-

worker safety. 

Current statistics indicate that 1-in-33 Americans are or will be incarcerated and every week 

more that 10,000 people re-enter society after some form of criminal supervision. Our God is 

loving and forgiving.  Are we?    How are we called to help these returning citizens become 

competent, accountable, contributing members of our community? 



We are still a long way from the time 

when our conscience can be certain of 

having done everything to prevent 

crime and to control it effectively so 

that it no longer does harm and, at 

the same time, to offer to those who 

commit crimes a way of redeeming 

themselves and making a positive 

return to society.      (Pope John Paul II, 

Message for Jubilee in Prisons, 2000). 

 

Scripture says…                    
When did we visit you when you were in prison? ...I assure you, as often as you did this for one 

of the least of my people, you did it for me.  As often as you neglected to do it to one of these 

least ones, you neglected to do it to me. Matthew 25: 39-40, 45 

Be compassionate, as your God is compassionate. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do 

not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Pardon and you shall be pardoned.     Luke 6:36-37 

  

 Below are listed some of the many rights we enjoy as US citizens.    

   Should returning citizens retain all of these rights? 

yes   __no__  vote in federal elections    yes __ no__   serve on a jury 

yes   __no__   attend public school and college   yes  __no__  own property 

yes   __no __  be employed in any legal occupation   yes__  no __   own and carry a gun 

yes   __no__  serve in the armed services    yes   __no__  travel with a US passport 

yes   __no __  be eligible for federal grants and scholarships   yes  __no __ run for federal office 

yes  __no__    speedy trial by an impartial jury 

yes   __no__   be protected from unreasonable searches of their property and person 

Why or why not?                    

Are your answers based on the fact  that some rights should never be restored for the good of 

society?     On what is just?      On the thinking that the choices they have made, leave them less 

deserving?  

Which rights are actually restored to or denied returning citizens varies from state to state. 

Our Catholic Teaching…. 

 

 

 

 

 

The common good is undermined by criminal behavior that 

threatens the dignity of others and by policies that seem to 

give up on those who have broken the law…One way to 

help reintegrate offenders into the community is 

developing parish mentoring programs that begin to help 

offenders prior to release and assist then in the difficult 

transition back to community.                     
Us Catholic Bishops, Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration:  

A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice, 2000) 

 


