
 

Making Heads and TailsMaking Heads and Tails  

of ourof our  

Rights and ResponsibilitiesRights and Responsibilities  

In current news there is much talk of right to life, right to health care, right to an 

education, violations of human rights. Have you ever given thought to what a right 

involves?  Our parish Peace and Justice Commission encourages all of us to 

consider the following questions … 

1.What is a right?   Can you explain the term right? 

2.What rights do we have?   Can you name some? 

3.Do we have a responsibility to insure these rights to others?  

4.What is the origin of our rights? 

      God?     Our basic humanity?     Society?     Government? 

 

The dictionary defines… 

…a right as something to which one has a just claim, something to which one is entitled.  

…a responsibility as something for which one is morally, legally or socially accountable,  

   an obligation. 

Do you agree with these definitions of a right and responsibility? 

  

Our Catholic Social TeachingOur Catholic Social Teaching, as put forth by our US bishops, is concerned with 

building a just society by insuring the human rights of all are respected, protected 

and nurtured. It stresses that every right we claim comes with the “flip side” 

responsibility to insure that that right is being extended to everyone. Use the list 

on the back side to reflect on a few examples of these rights and responsibilities that 

are important themes of our faith. 



 

Rights tell the “tale” of those things  
to which we believe we are entitled. 

Responsibilities demand we be “heads up” to what 
is happening to others in the world around us. 

REMEMBER !!! 

Rights & Responsibilities are two sides of the same coin 

 

Examples of the many rights and responsibilities contained in our Catholic Social 
Teaching, are the… 

Right to be valued and respected as a child of God Responsibility to not distrust and misjudge others 

strictly on their appearance 

Right to provide for our family Responsibility to welcome refugees and immigrants 

who are fleeing circumstances that endanger their 

family 

Right to share in the world’s abundance Responsibility to provided equal education to all 

income groups 

Right to be respected for a job well done Responsibility to be respectful of and thankful for 

professions other than your own 

Right to live in a world community where we 

serve and care for one another 

Responsibility to recognize everyone around the 

globe as members of God’s family 

Right to clean water and air Responsibility to protect the environment of mother 

earth—turn down the thermostat, take short 

showers, recycle, carpool, support public 

transportation 

Can you name another responsibility for each right listed?          July 2017 


