
From the Pastor’s Desk  
My Arrival at St. Clare 
Greetings, St. Clare Parishioners! 
While my actual arrival as pastor of St. Clare (and the other five 
parishes of the new S-7 family of parishes) was on July 1st, when I 
moved from North Bend, Ohio into the rectory of Assumption 
Parish, Mt. Healthy, my first Masses at St. Clare were not until the end of August. There are two 
reasons for this: 1) Since I could not literally be in six places at once, I chose to celebrate all the 
Sunday Masses at an individual parish (with meet and greet receptions), before moving on to the 
next parish; this made it more possible for me to meet (or at least be seen) by almost everyone in 
each parish; otherwise, it could well be that some parishioners of a given parish might not see me 
until November or December, and then have no idea who this “visiting” priest was. 2) I could not 
mentally be in six places at once—there is so much data, technical and personal, to absorb to 
have more than a fleeting impression of a parish, its people, its worship layout and customs, that I 
thought it was wiser to wade in only three parishes deep my first month (my delay until the end of 
August was an accident of special celebrations that Fr. George requested to preside over earlier in 
the month). So, my apologies to anyone who may have taken offense at my delay in “getting here”. 
I was confident that you were still in Fr. George’s capable hands. 
Having said that, I am now happy to say that it’s really wonderful to be here! I can see that you are 
a happy, well-organized, engaged community, and that you are very proud of your parish. I would 
like to thank Fr. George and the St. Clare staff, for all their help in getting me a lot of basic 
information and getting me oriented here. I also thank all the sacristans, altar servers, Eucharistic 
ministers, ushers and lectors who helped me and Fr. Haft at our first Masses here. Thanks also to 
Roger and Mary Jo Bernhard (and all who pitched in) for the receptions, and to every one of you 
who came up to say hello and introduce yourselves (or tried—I know that some of you ran out of 
time as you were waiting for me to finish conversations with others!). 
 
Liturgical Changes 
With a new pastor, there always comes some change. While most of the elements of the liturgy 
have probably been rather stable here over the last two decades, the advent of a new pastor and 
a new vicar (from a different generation of priests, at that!) is going to mean a few changes in 
procedures, vestments, and vessels. I thank all the liturgical ministers for bearing with the 
awkwardness of this time of change. I appreciate your efforts and your flexibility! I apologize if I 
have stepped on anyone’s toes so far, and I ask that you continue to bear with me as I try to 
engage in some retraining (unfortunately, at these first liturgies it is on-the-job retraining!). 
 
Changes in Covid-19 Protocols 
I noticed that the Covid-19 precautionary protocols are still rather stringent here, at least 
compared to my former parish and the other three places in the family where I have celebrated 
Mass. After consulting with the parish Worship Commission, I think that it is time to relax the 
procedures. Therefore, beginning next weekend, that is, October 1-2, I would like for the 
communion procession of the main body of church to come up the center aisle in two lines, 
then circle around the side aisles of church to return to your seats. Masks will be optional 
for the communion ministers in the main body of church. For now, we will still leave a 
corporal (i.e., a piece of white linen) over the communion wafers, and we will not yet resume the 
distribution of the Blood of Christ to the congregation. 
Those who desire greater precaution should sit in the Salvia Wing of church, where the 
communion minister will still wear a mask. 
I hope that these changes seem reasonable at this juncture. Although there are still variants of 
this dreaded virus which occasionally go around, it seems that we need to move forward. 

-Fr. Umberg 




