
                                         February 2022  Pastoral Council Meeting Summary 

Financial Report: Numbers were strong for the last two months of the calendar year. Collections were well above 

the budgeted numbers for November and December.  In looking at figures for various ministries, it might appear that 

they’re operating over budget. That’s misleading because of the way Diocesan rules apply to so-called “restricted 

funds” such as the Taylor Grants. Such funds are not included as part of the budget but they show up in the expense 

columns. All ministries are in good shape and are staying within budget.  

Parish Life Commission: Plans were finalized for the Lenten Dinners. The dates are March 9, 16, and 30th. They 

will be served 5:00 through 7:00 p.m. in the Spiritan Center. Pork tenderloin, gumbo, and Hispanic cuisine are 

among the selections. Donated items addressing the needs of such charities as The Call and Alzheimer’s 

Arkansas/Joe Bear Apparel will serve as the price of admission. A July celebration for our two newly-ordained 

deacons was discussed. Details will be forthcoming after the Lenten dinners are completed.  

Education and Formation Commission: The Youth Ministry has been trying to stick to New Year’s resolutions, 

discussing healthy coping skills during this time of uncertainty, promoting Steubenville registration, and voting on 

what it would like its Lenten series to be about. St. Joseph Church and School were impacted by recent uptick in 

COVID cases or other seasonal ailments. A number of staffers and students were hit hard. Fortunately, the absences 

were fairly short-lived. Masking at school subsequently returned to optional.  

Social Justice and Charitable Outreach Commission: The Steering Committee for the Delta Disciples Mission 

Trip has been planning logistics, recruiting volunteers and soliciting potential projects. The trip is scheduled for 

March 24-27. The annual Empty Bowls event held in the Spiritan Center which benefits Bethlehem House was 

moved from a February date to April 20. A professional Bethlehem House video will also be screened with the meal. 

The “Lettuce Grow” Family Mission Trip to the St. Joseph Center in North Little Rock is being planned. A date 

sometime after Spring Break but before the middle of June is being contemplated. The Hand-in-Hand Ministries’ 

“Building for Change” trip to Belize is set for May 1-7. Ten volunteers are registered and partially paid. A planning 

meeting led by Hand-in-Hand is set for April 5. A $5,000 parish subsidy payment is being sought. A question was 

asked about an event tentatively scheduled for a Friday evening in May called “Poverty Simulation.” It’s a three-

hour program in which participants get a sense of what living in poverty can be like. It’s been described as a 

“moving experience.”  

Old Business: There had been earlier thoughts about purchasing a moveable audio-visual system that could be used 

for overflow crowds spilling into the chapel and/or the Spiritan Center during Christmastime or Easter. It’s since 

been decided to hold-off on such a proposal because of the cost. For the time being, loaned equipment generously 

provided by the Piraino family, will be relied upon. There are about ten computers used by church staff  which have 

outlived their usefulness. These outdated systems are a security risk. They’ve been in use for a decade. It will take 

about $14,000 to replace them. The interest rate on Diocesan loans was at 5.526%. This rate is being lowered to 4%. 

That debt is now down to about $800,000. The church’s five-year pledge to assist with the Catholic Campus 

Ministry building project will begin when their pledges meet 100% of its cost. They’re close to that percentage now.  

New Business: There was actually more discussion of the Adoration Chapel security issue that came up last month. 

It was generally felt the entrance code should be changed once a year. When such changes are made, they should be 

announced and made available to the adorers but not listed in print anywhere.  

Pastor’s Report: Father Tony primarily talked about Catholic Schools Week, visiting the campuses and promoting 

vocations, and that our new Deacon Doug Adams would make his first appearance in that capacity on February 20.  

 


