
                          January 2022 Pastoral Council Meeting Summary  

Financial Report: Three months of collections and expenses were analyzed. The figures were relatively uneventful. 

The church is in a strong financial position and things are going smoothly. On-line giving has been steadily strong. 

With the nod of the Council, the Finance Committee gave approval  to support the $125,000 commitment to the 

construction of the new Catholic Campus Ministry facility near the University of Central Arkansas. The amount due 

on the Diocesan loan on the building of the Spiritan Center has dropped to under $1,000,000.  The debt will be 

helped even further by the lowering of the interest rate from 5 ½ per cent to 4. This could also help the high school 

with its current building project.  

Education and Formation Commission: With COVID on the rise, St. Joseph School returned to masking 

requirements. This change will remain in effect until the numbers improve. At present, there are no plans to deviate 

from in-person learning. Otherwise, Principal Matt Tucker says the second semester is “off   to a great start.” There 

have been some new additions to the student body, and the school is working on a memorandum of understanding to 

allow SJS high school students to participate in Virtual Arkansas on-line courses not otherwise available.  The 

church’s Youth Ministry activities will resume in February after a two- month hiatus.  The Ministry’s gatherings 

will be dictated by COVID conditions.  

Stewardship Commission: The new contribution envelopes seem to be working well.  

Hispanic Commission: The activities surrounding the Our Lady of Guadalupe feast day in December were all 

successful. 

Parish Life Commission: The planned dates for Lenten Dinners are March 9, 16, and 30
th
. The Hispanic 

Commission is being asked about preparing one of these meals. Other possibilities are pork tenderloin and gumbo. 

Charities that may benefit from these meals include Alzheimer’s Arkansas/JoeBear Apparel, COHO, The Call, or 

HAVEN. The Commission is also looking at a celebration this summer to recognize our two newly-ordained 

deacons. It could take place in July. 

New Business:  There was an extended discussion of security concerns regarding access to the Adoration Chapel. 

There have been incidents where homeless people or vagrants have obtained the door code or been let in and used 

the space to hibernate. This has understandably made some adorers uncomfortable. Changing the code was 

recommended, but it was also felt that wouldn’t change things in the long run as long as parishioners continue 

giving out the code. The installation of dead bolts was ruled out due to fire laws. It was noted the church has 

requested increased police presence in this regard.  

Pastor’s Report: Father Tony said his greatest news was a new discernment from our parish regarding Elijah 

Bailey. He is engaged in the application process. In September of 2021, Pope Francis invited Catholics Worldwide 

to take part in a Synod on Synodality. It is to be a two-year process of discussion and reflection in preparation for a 

meeting of the Synod of Bishops to take place in October 2023. Every diocese will be holding listening sessions 

with a special focus on people who are marginalized in the Church. At St. Joseph’s, these sessions will be held the 

first week in February at the Spiritan Center in both English and Spanish. Father Tony sought feedback on how the 

overflow during Christmas Masses was handled. Audio-visual equipment on loan from the Piraino family was set up 

in the Adoration Chapel and the Spiritan Center. Thought has been given to purchasing a moveable TV monitor at a 

cost of $2,000 for this purpose. This idea will be discussed further at the next Pastoral Council meeting.  

 

 


