
                                       June 2020 Pastoral Council Meeting Summary  

Financial Report:  The April Mass collections were not great compared to what they’d normally be at this time, 
but the church is not in a “normal” period as it deals with the effects of COVID-19. It’s grateful for what’s been 
contributed which came pretty close to what would have been a low normal. There were two major expenses, 
$26,000 for a new sanctuary air conditioner and $12,000 to upgrade the padding of the church kneelers.  Both were 
paid for out of the Maintenance Trust Fund.  April was essentially a break even month, which was also 
accomplished through online Masses and giving.   
 
Adult and Family Faith Formation: Kathy Kordsmeier will continue to lead the Beacon of Hope Ministry but 
not in her previous professional capacity as a counselor.  There were no other Commission or Committee reports as 
most have been on hiatus due to COVID-19 restrictions. The Missions Committee planned to have a Pack the 
Pantry collection at the June 6-7 Masses.  Father Tony said the Liturgy and Worship Commission is currently 
relying on volunteers to fill the roles of Sacristan, Eucharistic Minister, Usher, etc.  That’s   being decided   week-to-
week.  Father said the most important thing for those currently attending Mass in these stressful times is to be in the 
pews and not necessarily worrying about the details of such duties. He’s also glad we have a good video camera 
system which gives us the option of conducting online services. 
 
 
New Business:  The next fiscal year’s budget was discussed. It was noted that in the near term, our church 
ministries should take it slow with their finances and not burn through them too quickly. Much will depend   on 
how collections go while the coronavirus restrictions remain in place. There’s a lot of guess work in budgeting now, 
and if there were to be another shutdown cuts could be inevitable. The Pastoral Council approved the 
recommended budget for 2020-2021.  
  Masses at the St. Oscar Romero community facility in Greenbrier have been temporarily suspended. Their space in 
Greenbrier cannot accommodate the numbers of persons attending there and fulfill social distancing requirements. 
Father asked for everyone to please pray for Arkansas to move into Phase 2 of the reopening process which could 
drop the distancing from six feet to three feet. This could allow more people to attend Mass both here in Conway 
and Greenbrier. It was reported that a parishioner treated our sanctuary with a virus protectant that should last up 
to 90 days.  
   Among the new pastoral assignments announced by Bishop Taylor is the departure of Father Jeff on July 27.  
He’ll become Associate Director for Vocations for the Diocese, and will also teach at the House of Formation.  His 
replacement is Father Joseph de Orbegozo who will assume his duties here July 27.  He’s presently the Associate 
Pastor at St. Mary Church in North Little Rock, and also teaches at the House of Formation. Father Joseph will 
retain those teaching duties during the week while assisting with Masses here on weekends.  
   It was also announced Monsignor Jack Harris, the pastor at Sacred Heart Church in Morrilton, will be in charge of 
the Catholic Campus Ministry that serves UCA and Hendrix College. He’ll be assisted by Deacon Joseph Friend, 
who’s scheduled to be ordained August 15.   
 
Pastor’s Report: Father Tony expressed his gratitude to parishioners for their willingness to cooperate with the 
coronavirus restrictions. He’s been told by a number of them that they feel safer in the church, with its social 
distancing, mask requirements, and hand sanitizer availability, than some local businesses which aren’t adhering 
quite as tightly to such precautions. He also wants us to ask God what HE wants to do with this evil thing known as 
COVID-19 and turn it in to something good. “Only God can do that,” Father said. “But He won’t until we ask 
Him.”  


