
                                           June 2021 Pastoral Council Summary 

Financial Report: April was another straightforward month regarding collections. It was a five weekend month 

which are always better. It’s been a strong year for Taylor Grant funds which amounted to about $50,000. This 

helps those ministries relying on such money. With the Depreciation Reserve Fund, which is held at the Diocese, 

combined with the parish checking account, totaled to around $1,000,000. The Depreciation Reserve Fund is meant 

for emergencies and at least three months’ worth of anticipated expenses are held there for that purpose. Given 

what was on hand, the Finance Council voted to take $300,000 from those accounts and use it to pay down the 

Diocesan loan owed for the Spiritan Center’s construction. This move lowers the parish’s financial obligation to 

about $1.1 million. The Parish Budget for the 2021-22 fiscal year was discussed and approved by both the Finance 

and Pastoral Councils. Both are comfortable with the numbers at this time. It’s mutually understood that if revenues 

fall short cuts in expenditures may need to be made. Collections have leveled off the last several years. Efforts to 

enhance them with a stewardship campaign will be made. This will need to be done in such a way as to avoid 

interfering with the current high school capital campaign. It was also noted that the $250 per student church 

subsidy, provided for in the 2020-21 budget and meant for registered parishioners with children attending St. Joseph 

School, will go forward for the upcoming school year.   

Education and Formation Commission: St. Joseph School Principal Matt Tucker said the school year had ended 

and that it was nice to be able to plan ahead for the 2021-22 school year. He applauded the news from the Vatican 

that it had approved the new high school building project. Work got underway with the leveling of the old high 

school administrative office and science lab annexes. The ground was also being prepared with old dirt being 

removed and new dirt put in its place. The formal ground-breaking ceremony is set for June 30. Ms Hannah Belew 

has been selected as the new middle school administrator. She comes here from the Beebe school system, and she 

has family ties to St. Joseph. Current enrollment at St. Joseph School is down by 12, but new families are moving 

into the area. It’s hoped increases will soon follow.  

Parish Life Commission: Plans are in the works to hold a parish event for welcoming and bidding farewell to 

priests who’ve come and gone. The date had not yet been determined.  

Social Justice and Charitable Outreach Commission: The Missions Committee is looking into the possibility of 

taking responsibility for the distribution of parish donations to charitable entities. In the past, one percent of parish 

revenue was divided between such organizations as Life Choices, Inc., Bethlehem House, and others. If the 

Committee takes this on, it would mean the Committee would have administrative oversight of the funds. 

Hispanic Commission:  Father Tony has met with members of the Commission and have settled on the details 

for the Our Lady of Guadalupe feast day in December.  

Pastor’s Report: Father Tony welcomed the arrival of our newly-ordained Associate Pastor, Father Brian Cundall. 

He was also glad the wearing of COVID masks is now optional and that he is “enjoying seeing people’s faces 

again!”  

 

 


