
                                     Pastoral Council Meeting Summary-March 2022 

Financial Report: January was a good month. The Finance Council continues to be pleased with the weekly 

collections and the progress made on our parish debt. The Diocese has dropped our interest rate from 5.2 % to 4 % 

and the debt that remains on the Spiritan Center is about $800,000. 

Education and Faith Formation Commission: St. Joseph School Principal Matt Tucker elaborated on plans to offer 

Virtual Arkansas classes in the next school year through an agreement with Conway County Schools. About ten 

courses will be offered at no cost to our students. There are also efforts to work out an arrangement with the 

Conway School District’s Career Center that would allow our students to enroll in such classes as automotive 

repair, culinary arts, drafting, etc. At last count, 486 students are enrolled in our school. The amount pledged to 

date for the new high school construction is a little over $9,000,000. There are currently four open positions for 

the next school year. The Youth Faith Formation Committee report noted that its Confirmation Retreat was held at 

the Cold Springs Retreat Center with 70 students participating. The Sacrament of Confirmation from Bishop Taylor 

will be on March 11th.  

Parish Life Commission: The first of three Lenten dinners was to be held on March 9. The Commission wasn’t sure 

of what to expect in the way of turnout given previous COVID-related cancellations, but it was hopeful.  

Old Business: There were continuing discussions regarding security in the Adoration Chapel. The entry code to it 

was changed, but within hours it was apparently given out to someone and a parishioner’s purse was rifled-

through. As long as codes are passed on to outsiders or if they’re allowed entry, safety cannot be guaranteed. 

There was some discussion of hiring security or getting parish volunteers to provide it. If this were considered, 

proper training would have to be provided for liability protection. Parish employees had their outdated Windows 7 

computer systems installed, thus making them free of security concerns.  

New Business: A question was raised regarding the previous practice of announcing the passing of parishioners at 

Mass or stating publicly who a particular Mass might be said for. Father Tony said it’s up to individual priests 

whether to internalize such intentions or make them public. Either way, it doesn’t change the validity of the Mass. 

If a Lector knows of a particular passing he or she may announce it, but only if the family approves it ahead of 

time. There was discussion of the issues recent ice accumulations caused. Given the infrequency of such events, 

investing in special equipment is not feasible. Campus buildings facing north are more susceptible to accumulation. 

Efforts were made to clear at least one pathway to the affected areas.  

Pastor’s Report: Father Tony was quite pleased with the turnout for Ash Wednesday. About 1,800 parishioners 

attended for all-related Masses. The other Masses have been coming back strong from the drop-offs that occurred 

at the height of COVID. He is also happy about the return of all-school Masses and the Adoration time that 

precedes them. On a personal level, Father Tony spoke about embracing a life of sobriety and attending Alcoholics 

Anonymous meetings for additional strength. He’s mentioned this at recent Masses and has gotten strong support 

and encouragement. This convinces him that the church needs to establish a support system dealing with any 

number of addictions.   


