
                                             May 2021 Pastoral Council Meeting Summary  

Financial Report: The March numbers were routine and straightforward. Nothing in particular stood out.  

Education and Formation Commission Report: St. Joseph High School was scheduled to graduate 47 seniors 

on May 16. The school budget for 2021-22 has been presented and approved. Nabholz Construction submitted its 

guaranteed maximum price for building the new high school.  The plans for the project have also gone to the 

Vatican for final approval. Three school teachers are retiring after many years of service; Kindergarten teachers 

Charlotte Moix and Lois Coney along with former Middle School teacher and Academic Interventionist Melanie 

Kordsmeier. Spanish teacher Christen Reyes is leaving at the end of term to deliver her first child and to be a stay-

at-home mom. There will be some faculty changes at the Elementary School in the Fall term with Sarah Hefley 

moving up from the Preschool to take one of the Kindergarten classes. Lily Strack will move down from third grade 

to take the other while Abigail Covington will begin her teaching career in the vacated third grade position. High 

School Principal Teri Breeding will be shifting her duties to Director of Marketing and Communication. Head of 

School Matt Tucker subsequently was chosen to take Ms. Breeding’s place as High School Principal, but he will 

remain as the lead principal for all three campuses. A search for a Middle School Principal is ongoing.  

Social Justice and Charitable Outreach Commission:  The Missions Subcommittee reported that its Empty 

Bowls project held April 11 was a success. One hundred and twenty box meals were sold which raised $2,101 for 

Bethlehem House. The Men of Faith Appalachia Mission trip set for June 1-5 was recruiting volunteers. The status 

of the St. Peter’s Episcopal Guatemala Mission will be determined this summer by St. Peter’s.  The Committee 

approved a one-time donation of $3,500 to Guatemala’s Esmeralda Orphanage. The Taylor Grant fund will absorb 

$2500 of that amount and the remainder will come from the Reserve Fund. A parish “Day of Giving” is being 

proposed for either September or October. Its purpose would be to attract and involve as many parishioners as 

possible in Christian service. The basic concept is to work with multiple local organizations in advance to generate a 

variety of appropriate service projects. Through the Handyman Services & H.E.L.P. group, a large crew installed 

sheetrock in the After School Care building to meet Fire Marshall requirements for summer camp activities. Phillip 

Fletcher with City of Hope thanked the Committee for its support of Hope Home. CoHo received a grant to assist 

multiple families with past-due rent and utilities during the pandemic.  

New Business: St. Joseph is a 1/6 shareholder in 72 acres of property that’s part of an estate. The property is 

going to be sold and some cash from it will go into the church’s Maintenance Trust in a couple of months. The 

Trust is a big help in paying for church repairs. There is $1.4 million still owed on the Spiritan Center construction 

project. Envelopes for the campaign are still being included in mailings for those who wish to continue funding it.  

Pastor’s Report: The St. Oscar Romero community at Greenbrier is back on its feet after being down for nearly a 

year because of COVID-19 restrictions. There’s been about 65 attending the English-speaking Mass there, and 

around 40 have been at the Spanish Mass. The community needs some time to identify leadership there. Once that 

happens, it can get a “trial run” as a quasi-parish. Father told the Council about the Bishop’s intent to make COVID 

mask-wearing optional at Masses beginning May 15-16. For those who are not fully-vaccinated or are physically 

vulnerable, the masks are still recommended but not required. Father Joseph will be leaving in June to become the 

Administrator of the Cathedral of St. Andrew in Little Rock. He will be replaced by soon-to-be ordained Father 

Brian Cundall, who’ll become a priest May 28 at ceremonies held in Little Rock at Barton Coliseum. Father Desam 

updated the Council on the serious situation in his native India with COVID-19. He asked for everyone’s prayers in 

this regard.  


