
                                       October 2021 Pastoral Council Summary  

Education and Formation Commission: Principal Matthew Tucker reported 490 students are currently 

enrolled in St. Joseph School PreK-12.  The annual parent satisfaction survey is currently taking place. 

The school has applied for federal government assistance in dealing with COVID.  A reimbursement of 

$6,000 is being sought.  A study of social studies standards is being conducted.  Mr. Tucker and 

Counselor Kristen Piraino recently met with the Conway County School District regarding a possible 

academic partnership. About $9 million has been pledged to date for the new high school construction 

which is coming along very well.   

Youth Faith Formation Ministry/ Youth Ministry Report: Its current enrollment is 240 students which is 

15 more than last year. There are currently 70 students preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation 

and 60 preparing for First Communion. The weekly Youth Night’s theme for October was 

“teamwork/communication and how it relates to our call to be disciples of Jesus and our prayer life.”  

November’s theme is community service. On November 4th the youth will assemble Blessing Bags that 

the Missions Committee has been collecting items for distribution in December. They’ll tie blankets on 

November 18 for the various warming stations that will open this winter.    

Social Justice and Charitable Outreach Commission:  The Missions Committee Annual Report to the 

Parish was circulated at Masses October 23-24. That same weekend, a volunteer registration drive was 

to be held. The Project Encounter/Blessing Bags project hopes to distribute 450 bags for the needy. A 

Delta Disciples Mission Trip was scheduled for October 28-31 and about 20 volunteers had signed up to 

participate. A trip to the Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen, TX is being planned for early next 

year. The Committee will decide in November the desired dates and amount of subsidy per person.  

Twenty-Four workdays have been conducted to date by the Handyman Services and H.E.L.P. group. 

Fourteen families and five non-profit organizations were impacted.  

Stewardship Commission:  It made the decision to switch envelope companies which could save the 

parish at least $2,000 or more per year. They’ll still be mailed monthly but could shift to bi-monthly in 

the future.  

Parish Life Commission:  Alan and Cathy White have joined the Commission. It’s working on plans for 

Lenten dinners and a summer celebration recognizing the ordination of new deacons.  

Hispanic Commission:  It’s currently recruiting new servers, lectors, and Eucharistic ministers. About 50 

persons are also in training and preparation for the Consecration to St. Joseph.  

Old Business:  A parish gift of $166,000 from the sale of a family’s property has been deposited in the 

church’s Maintenance Fund.   

Pastor’s Report:  Father Tony attended the Magnificat International Leaders Conference in New Orleans 

October 7-10. He commented on the number of active COVID cases going down and how he looks 

forward to a return to normalcy in our lives. He added he believes God will turn the curse of the 

pandemic into a blessing.  


