
February 2017 Pastoral Council Summary  
 
Liturgy and Worship Commission: The Adoration Ministry has added several adorers, but others 
are needed to cover absences. Promotional announcements at Mass have had positive feedback and 
are good reminders. Stations of the Cross begin on March 3 and are offered at 2:45 and 6:00 p.m. 
each Friday. A St. Joseph Feast Day Mass will be held on March 20th at 6:30 p.m. A St. Joseph Table 
will be assembled in the Adoration Chapel with a special blessing of it during  the daily Mass on 
March 14. The table will remain through the March 20th Mass. Holy Week activities will be as usual 
with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, a Word and Communion Service with Cross 
Veneration on Good Friday, the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy Saturday at 8:00 p.m. and the Easter 
Sunday Masses will follow the normal Mass schedule.  
Parish Life Commission: The Lenten dinners begin March 8 and conclude April 5. There will be no 
meal during Spring Break on March 22nd. There will also be no takeout orders. The menus include 
tamales, rice and refried beans on March 8, spaghetti on March 15, chicken and sausage gumbo on 
March 29 and pork tenderloin on April 5. The Commission will host a reception on May 28th after the 
5:00 pm Mass honoring the then newly ordained Father William Burmester.  
Social Justice/Community Outreach Commission: The Missions Committee was helping organize 
an Empty Bowls chili supper in support of Bethlehem House on February 4.  A mailing went out to a 
large number of parishioners with medical backgrounds in an effort to recruit needed professionals for 
the Honduras Mission. Furniture is being accumulated for the Missions for Transitions efforts and a 
number of clients have been served in recent weeks.  The Commission itself still seeks new 
leadership and direction.  
Finance and Administration Commission:  It recently met with a couple of candidates for the open 
Director of Religious Education position. This has been an extended process, but the Commission 
wants to find the right person for this very important job.  
Stewardship Commission:  The distribution of funds accumulated during the last calendar year from 
children’s Mass donations were recently announced. The City of Hope Outreach Program, Catholic 
Charities Adoption Services, and the Conway Regional Health System all received $4,000 each.  A good while 
ago, a representative from Our Sunday Visitor’s  Increased Offertory Program made a presentation 
regarding its ability to help churches reach their full stewardship potential. This program was given a 
serious look, but a decision was postponed until we’d gotten past the Capital Campaign. It will be 
reexamined soon when an OSV representative returns for those Commission members who weren’t 
serving at the time of the original presentation.  
Old Business:  The Capital Campaign continues to go well. The additional parking/drop off space 
was about to be completed. An additional  $100,000 in pledges have come in since that work began. 
The demolition of the Parish Administration Office and Spiritan Hall should begin in March. There was 
discussion of having special events during different phases of the new construction. Efforts to save 
historical articles from the aforementioned buildings are also being made. There was discussion of 
the church steeple bells. Repairing their rockers or implementing an electronic ringing system are 
being evaluated.  
New Business: Terms of service for current Pastoral Council members have been agreed upon. 
Jason Covington, Chris Davis, and Fred Simon each have three years. Daniel Mangum, Nancy 
Mitchell, Ray Luyet and Lori Ross have two years remaining Those with one year remaining include 
Marla Hambuchen, Claudia Vargas and John Abbott.  
 


