
                                       November 2017 Pastoral Council Summary  

Financial Report:  Although collections had been down the last few months, there was a good increase in 
October. This is partly attributable to stewardship push in September done in concert with Our Sunday Visitor. 
Expenses related to the new construction have depleted most of the cash reserves for the project, at both the parish 
and diocesan levels. This will trigger a diocesan loan to cover the remaining bills.  
 

Finance and Administration Commission:  There have been no personnel issues of late. Usage guidelines 
regarding the new building are still under consideration.  The Commission will take a hard look at them in January. 
Protecting the parish’s investment in the new building is a prime concern, so cleaning fees for usage will be required 
to ensure the building is well cared for and extend the lifespan.  
 

Liturgy and Worship Commission:  The Holiday Mass Schedule was explained. The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
will be celebrated on Saturday, December 23 with a 4:00 pm Mass, a 6:00 pm Spanish Mass, and an 8:00 pm Mass. 
On Sunday, December 24 there will be an 8:00 am Mass which will complete the masses for the fourth Sunday of 
Advent. The Christmas masses will begin on Sunday, December 24 with Masses at 4:00 and 4:15 pm in the church 
sanctuary and parish hall, respectively. There will be a 6:30 pm Spanish Mass, a Mass at 10:30 pm, and a Mass on 
Christmas Day at 9 am.  The mass obligation will require that people attend both a Fourth Sunday of Advent mass 
and a Christmas mass.  The weekend of December 30-31 will follow a normal Mass schedule. A 9:00 am Mass will 
be offered on New Year’s Day, but this will not be a holy day of obligation this year.  
 

Education and Formation Commission:  There are 13 Adult Faith groups meeting weekly during this school 
year. Childcare at the After School Program building is helping with a number of events held on Wednesday nights, 
such as Walking with Purpose and Frassati. There are currently 20 candidates enrolled in RCIA. There are 260 
students attending Youth Faith Formation classes who are receiving instruction from more than 36 Catechists. 
Thirty-four students will receive First Holy Communion in May. Forty-two students will receive Confirmation in 
January 2018. Youth Minister Morgan Gatto scheduled a volunteer meeting to begin building a Youth Ministry 
team. Youth Nights for grades 6-8 and 9-12 will begin in January. School enrollment at SJS is currently 432. A 
dozen or more college scholarship offers have already been made to SJS seniors. An SJS Quiz Bowl team has been 
formed after a three-year hiatus.  The plan to seek air conditioning for the SJS Family Activities Center has been 
forwarded to the diocese for approval. This is required for any project exceeding $5,000.  
 

Social Justice and Community Outreach Commission:  Theresa Gerard is now St. Joseph’s Coordinator for the 
Christ the King Honduras Mission. Sue Strack, Christine Seefeld, and Craig Stause will be going to Honduras in 
January. Theresa will focus on missionary recruitment, especially medical personnel, for the summer trip. There 
were a record number of collections for the Pack the Pantry program in November. The Commission is involved 
with Project Homeless Connect, a one-day, one-stop event in our parish hall on January 24 where a broad range of 
services and referrals will be offered to people experiencing homelessness.  St. Joseph will also host an “Empty 
Bowls” meal benefiting Bethlehem House in the parish hall on February 4.  
 

Stewardship Commission:  The professional assistance our parish received  from OSV in enhancing Mass 
collections bore fruit. Overall, the commitments increased by $120,000. The Commission’s goal was $100,000. It 
will decide in the next few months whether or not to re-up for another year with OSV.  About $10,000 was raised in 
the past year from children’s donations at Mass. They’ll soon vote on how that money will be put to use.  
 

Old Business:  The building project remains on schedule and on budget. An open house will take place sometime 
in April. Tina Davis is chairing that event.  
 

New Business:  The diocese has issued new policies regarding the organization of pastoral and finance councils. 
These mostly relate to numbers of persons serving, length of terms, and the development of by-laws.  
 

Pastor’s Report: Father Tony spoke briefly about the meeting he was having that night about the European trip 
he’ll be leading in 2020. He also urged everyone to pray for vocations.  


