
October 2022 Pastoral Council Meeting Summary 

Financial Report: Monthly collections remain strong. August income was slightly ahead of what was budgeted. 

Our priest expenses were down. The Church candle bill has increased dramatically but parishioner’s contributions 

are helping. Sale prices may ultimately have to go up.  

Liturgy and Worship Commission: It was to meet in mid-October. Deacon Pearcy said his goals were to update 

email addresses, meet all Commission members, and prepare for All Souls Day. Steve Bailey thinks there needs to 

be a “technical refresh” on the use and placement of electronic equipment for each Mass.  

Stewardship Commission: At its late September meeting, the Commission continued planning for the Stewardship 

campaign. The video produced for that purpose was reviewed and received positively. A Spanish translation was to 

be made and distributed. The video was also to include closed captioning for the hearing impaired. The Stewardship 

Month scheduling was laid out with the video to be screened the first weekend in place of homilies. In succeeding 

weekends, our Deacons were to speak with a stewardship focus. Our priests were to close out the month with a 

similar emphasis. A packet was to go out as well which would include ministry information, volunteer opportunities, 

electronic giving forms, and a financial State of the Parish. 

Education and Formation Commission: St. Joseph School Principal Matt Tucker reported there were 128 students 

in the elementary school, 106 students in the middle school, and 194 students in the high school. The Diocese of 

Little Rock Professional Day for all Catholic School administrators and teachers was held September 30 at Christ 

the King in Little Rock. Parent/Teacher Conferences were to be held on October 19 and 20. Red Ribbon Week was 

set for October 24-28 with guest speakers scheduled for both the middle and high school campuses. NWEA Map 

Testing for 8th Graders is took place September 26-27. The data gathered will help form intervention plans for 

student groups. Representatives from Arkansas State University, the University of Arkansas, Arkansas Tech 

University, the University of the Ozarks, UACCM and UCA addressed high school students about their respective 

offerings.  

Parish Life Commission: Planning for the 2023 Lenten Dinners has begun. The tentative dates for those meals are 

March 3, 15 and 29. Pork tenderloin and Mexican cuisine have been consistently popular and will be brought back. 

The third meal is still being considered but could be gumbo. The beneficiaries for the dinners most likely will be Joe 

Bear/Arkansas Alzheimer’s, HAVEN and Bethlehem House Empty Bowls. No Fall/Winter events are being 

scheduled at this time given the business of the season. Brenda Garay can no longer be on the Commission. Her 

service has been greatly appreciated.  

Hispanic Commission: It was reported that the September Conference was very successful with 250 in attendance. 

It centered on apologetics and defending the faith. The attendees also found that their biggest tool is the Bible. The 

next one should probably be longer for a whole family teaching. Other meetings were coming up in October at the 

Diocese and a retreat was scheduled in Fort Smith.  

Pastor’s Report: Father Tony is looking forward to the establishment of a Vocations Committee as a means of 

creating a culture of vocations which will ultimately put that need in the forefront of parishioners’ minds. One of the 

Council members said there was a time when being an altar boy was a way of introducing them to the priesthood. 

That approach may have faded over time, but it was suggested that be reemphasized or incorporate children into 

different capacities within the Mass. The same would apply to girls as a way of encouraging them to think about 

religious life. Father Tony said he will be vacationing in mid-November so our Deacons will be assisting while he is 

out. 

 


