
 September 2017 Pastoral Council Meeting Summary 

Financial Report: There were no unusual expenses in July. Sunday collections were down about $6,000 from this time last year.  
 
Finance and Administration Commission:  A new Youth Minister has been hired. It was officially announced at a Youth Night on 
September 24 that Ms. Morgan Gatto will be filling that position and was to begin October 2nd. The Commission continues to look at 
facilities agreements regarding the new multi-purpose building under construction. Such issues as building security are being 
examined, but it’s generally agreed a cleaning fee will be assessed for those using parts of the facility. Taking proper care of the 
facilities will be critical to the life of the building. 
 
Education and Faith Formation: Faith formation classes are back in session with good numbers. Our new Director, Carina Martinez, 
is working on building a strong base. She’s expanded class offerings back to Wednesdays and Sundays to make them more 
convenient for families. The enrollment at St Joseph School is up slightly from last year. Adult Faith Formation:  “Walking with 
Purpose,” our Catholic women’s bible study group, has 17 participants from the first session returning  for a second.  This is a good 
retention rate. Forty to 50 are currently signed up for the new start up group.  Two faith-based concerts have been scheduled. 
Marty Rotella, a Catholic singer, songwriter and evangelist, was set for September 22nd. Michael James Mette is another Catholic 
musician and speaker. He travels coast to coast with his wife and six children, and they’ll be here October 8th.  
 
Social Justice and Charitable Outreach:  The Missions Committee’s many projects are affecting lives and making things better for 
many people. This includes Pack the Pantry, Bethlehem House Meals, Last Chance Ministries Protein Program, Depressed Parish 
Support, Handyman Services, Missions for Transitions, the CTK Honduras Mission, the Men of Faith Appalachian Trip and more. The 
work of Catholic Charities of Arkansas was also lauded.  It was helping families affected by Hurricane Harvey in Texas and Louisiana. 
A preliminary count showed our parish had contributed $14,000 to those efforts. Catholic Charities was recommending 
contributions or direct donations of commodities to local food pantries since they tend to dry up when catastrophic events like 
Harvey take place. This organization also continues to work with those affected over the long haul, after the initial help from others 
tails off.  
 
Stewardship Commission: September is Stewardship Month. Father Tony was scheduled to speak at all Masses on one Sunday on 
this subject. Video testimonials were set for another, focusing on those outside entities such as City Of Hope, Bethlehem House, and 
Life Choices, Inc. that have been affected by our parishes’ generosity. These are aimed to open everyone’s eyes as to how big St. 
Joseph’s reach is. Commitment cards and letters will be going out through Our Sunday Visitor which will deliver a strong and 
consistent message with more follow through and polish than the Stewardship Commission was capable of.  
 
Hispanic Commission:  A fiesta originally set for earlier in the month is now scheduled for September 30 on the Middle School 
grounds. A variety of foods, music, colorful dancers, and soccer competition highlights the event.  Monies  raised go towards  the 
Capital Campaign. 
 
Old Business:  Construction of the multi-purpose building continues to go well. The exterior continues to take shape with sheeting 
and brick. The July 1 completion date is still on track. Some offices could be occupied before that. Some space for the high school 
classrooms could mean the removal of the old portable buildings earlier than expected.  Pledges are paying off at a good rate, but 
efforts to generate more of them will be undertaken.  
 
New Business: There are some maintenance issues in and around the Family Activities Center involving waterproofing, requests for 
air conditioning, and a deteriorating parking lot. Some of these issues can be dealt with relatively inexpensively while others are 
more challenging. The FAC parking lot will be patched for the short term, but after the Parish Hall goes down it could be redone at 
the same time one is laid on the old Parish Hall site. A significant water leak was found under the church sanctuary. A small area with 
the church will need to be roped off so the source of the leak can be found and repaired. A short report was given on the School 
Bazaar’s proceeds. It was estimated approximately $110,000 would be cleared after expenses. The goal was $110,000. $118,000 was 
raised last year.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Father Tony spoke about conversations he’s been having with staff about why some people leave the church and 
their reasons for doing so. It’s been thought it’s been about other churches being more entertaining when it’s actually more  about 
their relationship with Jesus. Father said our approach to faith formation needs to be more expressive and more direct in 
communicating our relationship with the Lord.  


