
                                               Summary of September 2022 Pastoral Council Meeting  

Financial Report: The numbers from the July collections were strong.  The remaining debt on the Diocesan loan 
for Spiritan Center construction is a little more than $300,000. If the parish continues to have strong collections that 
loan could be paid off sooner than expected.  It was noted expenditures for buildings and grounds were up as were 
utility bills. The increased expenditures were primarily related to church repairs, and utility rates have gone way up. 
The Spiritan Center is also being utilized more often given the waning of the COVID pandemic.   

Liturgy and Worship Commission:  The Commission’s new chairman is Deacon Calvin Pearcy. A reconvening of 
the Commission with all its coordinators will take place October 12.  

Educations for Formation Commission:  The Youth Ministry meetings and activities began along with the start of 
Faith Formation classes.  The numbers for the latter are up. Much excitement was generated with the blessing of the 
new high school by Bishop Anthony Taylor.  The empty space between it and the Spiritan Center stimulates thought 
regarding  the next step of building a new K-6 facility. After existing debt is paid off a new capital campaign could 
start up within the next five years or less. The current student enrollment at St. Joseph School is 431 for K-12 and 62 
are currently enrolled at the Preschool.  A “Saints in the Making” program has begun on both the elementary and 
middle school campuses.  The children there are learning about virtues and saints. The elementary and middle 
school art teacher is expecting a new baby, and the administration is in the process of seeking a maternity sub.   

Social Justice and Charitable Outreach Commission:  The Missions Committee approved a $500 per person 
subsidy for up to 15 people for the Belize Immersion Trip in March of 2023. Theresa Gerard begins advertising for 
missionaries in October. Desired dates for the McAllen, TX Respite Center Mission should be set for later this year 
or in early 2023. January 20, 2023 is the desired date for the Parish Poverty Simulation project.  Dr. Don Kremer is 
building a subcommittee to produce a Parish Day of Service on March 11, 2023. It would be done in conjunction 
with UCA and its annual day of service.  

Stewardship Commission:  As has been the practice, Stewardship Month will be in October. The Missions 
Committee is working with the Stewardship Commission on producing a video for screening at Masses. A mail-out 
packet is also being developed that will include ministry information, volunteer opportunities, electronic giving 
forms, and a financial state of the parish summary.  

Hispanic Commission:  The Commission was looking forward to the conference coming up here September 24-25. 
Olga Rios was in on a lot of the planning. It was later reported about 150 persons attended, and that the 
Commission’s goals were met.  

New Business:  The Catholic Campus Ministry is now 100% funded for construction of a new Ministry Center. 
CCM has raised close to $4,000,000 which will cover the construction of the building and everything that goes 
inside it. The Diocese feels confident enough with CCM’s funding to grant a loan to cover the outstanding pledges 
to start building now. Thanks to their incredible supporters and a generous gift from St. Joseph Church, ground was 
broken on September 24.   

Pastor’s Report: The thrust of Father Tony’s report was the possible forming of an additional committee promoting 
vocations. It could reach out to the parish at large promoting a culture of vocations including the priesthood, 
religious life, married life and single life. Once such a committee is fully visualized volunteers for its membership 
could be sought.  

 


