
  Summary of October 2017 Pastoral Council Meeting  
Financial Report: The last month was a mostly straightforward one. Collections were down a little as they 
have been for the last several months. The only out-of-the ordinary expense was the purchase of a vehicle for 
Father Raj, but it will be reimbursed over time. Bills related to new building construction have precipitated 
drawing funds set aside for that purpose. They’ll probably be depleted soon, which will lead to securing the 
anticipated loan from the Diocese.  Having said that, pledges continue to be fulfilled.  
 
Finance and Administration Commission: Thanks to the work of Ray Luyet, Ronnie Kordsmeier, Tim 
Nabholz, Gary Strack and others, the significant water leak under the church has been repaired. It was done 
for less than $1,000.  Morgan Gatto officially began her work as Youth Minister.  
 
Education and Formation: St. Joseph School Principal Diane Wolfe addressed the need for 
air-conditioning in the Family Activities Center. There are a few months out of the year when temperatures 
there become a health hazard. Elderly fans and players in attendance have also expressed concerns. In 
consultation with Buildings & Grounds, it’s been determined modest improvements can be made for under 
$60,000. Half of that cost will be covered with existing funds and the other half will come from the Annual 
Fund drive. Completion is expected in May.  
 
Social Justice and Community Outreach: The Missions Committee reports that Linda Desrochers is now 
serving as Treasurer. CAPCA Holiday drives will be taking place December 13-15. Pack the Pantry is going 
well and donations should increase during the holiday season.  The Committee needs someone to help 
coordinate Honduras Mission activities. Seamstresses are also needed for the January mission trip. The 
Depressed Parish Support group conducted a workday at St. Andrews in Danville in September. Another one 
is scheduled to complete flooring needs.  The Handyman Services people are considering a trip to Houston to 
repair the flood-damaged Carmelite Sisters’ house.  
 
Stewardship:  September was Stewardship Month. Father’s Homily and the video testimonials received 
preliminary positive results. We are looking forward to more feedback from Our Sunday Visitor’s efforts.  
 
Hispanic Commission:  The “Kermes” festival held on September 30 was very successful and raised 
between $5,000-$6,000 for the Capital Campaign.  
 
Old Business:  The Capital Campaign is progressing well.  It continues to be on budget and on schedule. A 
spring fundraiser will be held in April that will include a walk-through of the building. It will also introduce a 
recognition program where classrooms can be named after donors.  Two proposals for upgrading the church 
bells were presented to the Council. It voted to accept Option # 1 which would install an electronic internally 
struck bell ringer in both bells. It includes the automation and controls to allow a preprogrammed bell ringing 
without human actions. It will be paid for out of funds from the Endowed Maintenance Trust.  
 
New Business:  A recommendation was made to the Finance Council that it decide how much to donate to 
the Carmelites of St. Theresa in Houston, TX where flooding did $140,000 worth of damages to their Order’s 
house. The Council felt a figure of up to $5,000 might be in order.  
 
Pastor’s Report: Father Tony talked about his trip of Oklahoma City where 20,000 people gathered on 
September 23 for the beatification of Fr. Stanley Rother who was martyred in 1981 while serving in 
Guatemala. He also spoke of a pilgrimage being planned for 2020 in South Germany where a Passion Play is 
held. The trip will also include visits to Austria, Switzerland, and Bavaria.  


