
                                    Summary of June 2019 Pastoral Council Meeting 

Financial Report: It had been reported in the March statement that the parish’s insurance bill was much higher than 

expected because the insurer inadvertently included charges related to properties no longer being used by the parish. 

That matter has since been resolved. A refund of $5,800 is expected. April was a very good month for collections, 

and a number of the larger capital campaign donors paid off their pledges.  

Budget Approval: The Pastoral Council unanimously approved the 2019-2020 budget that had earlier received the 

endorsement of the church’s Finance Council.  

Liturgy and Worship Commission: It’s been meeting and dealing with liturgical changes as they come up. 

Education and Formation Commission:  Teri Breeding is becoming Assistant Principal of St. Joseph High 

School. Larry Trussell will take over teaching Computer I, Personal Finance, and Oral Communications. The high 

school is looking for a math teacher to fill the position by the retiring Mary Joe Seiter. School resumes August 13. 

Social Justice and Charitable Outreach Commission:  Recent focus has been on helping residents of Brookside 

trailer park relocate as a result of its closing. Up to $10,000 of Community Assistance Funds are being set aside to 

pay deposits, utility bills, rent and other types of relocation-related expenses. Another $10,000 ($5,000 from 

Missions Budget and $5,000 from restricted-Special Donations account) is being donated to the Brookside Family 

Fund at First Security Bank. Distribution priorities go to parish families when feasible.  

Parish Life Commission:  Various ideas are being discussed for new group events such as trips to Arkansas 

Travelers’ games or watch parties for Arkansas Razorback football games. 

Stewardship Commission: The Commission and Father Tony are discussing the implementation of the “Called and 

Gifted” program established by the Catherine of Siena Institute. It essentially helps parishioners uncover the unique 

gifts they received in Baptism and Confirmation and use them for the betterment of others. 

Hispanic Commission: Members of our Hispanic community will again be participating in the St. Joseph School 

Bazaar. They’ll be selling burritos, and the Hispanic-owned Las Delicias ice cream business is donating popsicles as 

well. The “La Kermes” charity fair will be held on the church grounds September 7. All funds go towards the 

“Growing Our Faith” capital campaign. Several Hispanic parishioners were severely affected by the recent floods. 

Some information sessions were held in June to provide information on organizations that can help. It was noted at 

the Pastoral Council meeting that Patrick Gallaher, with Catholic Charities of Arkansas, is an excellent resource.  

Old Business: An update was given on the St. Oscar Romero Catholic Community in Greenbrier. A more 

permanent site for the congregation is being looked at. It’s located where Highways 65 and 25 intersect. It would 

take some remodeling to make it serviceable which could run about $8,600. However, the building is subdivided. 

There’s another entity looking at the lease. That business has yet to decide if it wants to occupy some or all of the 

space.  

New Business: Father Tony spoke about the need for more volunteers and support for the ministries in our parish. 

He wants to “spotlight” them in different ways such as having ministry leaders speak at Masses, including inserts 

about them in the church bulletin and writing articles about them for the “Catholic Cabin.” Father wants parishioners 

to know about the things we’re doing and how their support makes it possible. This goes hand in hand, Father said, 

with the aforementioned “Called and Gifted” program which shows us how to share our God-given gifts with others 

and affirm the dignity of all humanity. It was also noted the Ruah Woods Press “Rooted: Theology of the Body” K-

12 curriculum will be implemented at  St. Joseph School and within the church’s PRE classes.  

Pastor’s Report: See old and new business.  Father Chandra is temporarily assisting I.C. Church at Ft. Smith.  


