
                                Summary of January 2020 Pastoral Council Meeting  

Liturgy and Worship Commission:  Commission members did a good job of setting up church 

decorations for Christmas season. There was discussion about policy regarding distribution of Hosts to 

the sick. The policy is to only give out Communion to the ill and not to others who may be present. Any 

left-over Hosts should be returned to the Tabernacle. The St. Oscar Romero community in Greenbrier 

will be moving a couple of doors down from where they’re presently situated. This is because the lease 

holder had an opportunity to make more space available to a potential client. This move should be the 

last one until a time when the community can build or acquire a building of its own.  

Stewardship Commission:  The Commission met to look at plans for the coming year. It’s formulating 

ways to keep weekly collections in the forefront of parishioners’ minds without too much repetition of 

monetary needs.  The Spiritan Center is heavily utilized by many people, but there are significant costs 

associated with operating and maintaining it. Requests for support to build a new high school will also 

be coming out, so a  balanced approach to stewardship outreach should be taken.  

Old Business:  Ray Luyet has completed his mandatory six years of service on the Pastoral Council. His 

time and dedication have been extremely valuable and much appreciated. Ms. Rita Sanders will be filling 

the vacancy his retirement created.  Much of the meeting was taken up with church security issues in 

light of the various violent attacks perpetrated on houses of worship around the country. There are no 

easy answers or quick fixes for these concerns.  The Diocese has made it clear armed options are off the 

table. Therefore, calling 911 and ushers having keen awareness of what’s going on around them should 

be the first lines of defense. Having parishioners take advantage of Diocesan first aid training that’s 

periodically available was suggested. It was also noted most Masses have some medically trained 

personnel in attendance.   

New Business:  Preliminary architectural drawings for Phase 1 of new high school construction plans 

were shown and discussed. Nothing is in stone, so to speak, until the funding requirements are met. 

However, these plans are “pretty close” to what the building might look like.  

Pastors’ Report: Father Tony announced that Father Chandra has once again been asked to temporarily 

fill in at another parish for a while. The pastor for both St. Mary of the Mount in Horseshoe Bend and St. 

Michael’s at Cherokee Village has to return to India to renew his visa. Having to rely on two priests for a 

period of time necessitates changing the Mass schedule in Greenbrier. There will now be one Spanish-

speaking service on Saturday evening and the one for English will be at 9:30 am on Sunday. This 

situation will also cancel the 12:15 pm Mass on Mondays here at St. Joseph for the time being.  


