Blessed Trinity
Catholic Parishes

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
RECTORY & NOTARY PUBLIC
204 S. Summit Avenue • P.O. Box 195
Bancroft, IA • 50517-0195
Telephone: 515.885.2462 | Fax: 515.885.2424
Pastor
Rev. Father Steven J. McLoud.515.885.2462
McLoudS@scdiocese.org
St. John & Sacred Heart Parish Offices
Lori Geitzenauer ............. 515.885.2462
blessedtrinity@wctatel.net
Monday-Friday | 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
St. John & Sacred Heart Finance Office
Judy Vaske ....................... 712.899.0336
bkbancroft@scdiocese.org
St. Joseph Parish & Finance Office
Deb Trenary ..................... 515.679.4279
Fax ..................................... 515.885.2424
bkwesley@scdiocese.org
P.O. Box 38, Wesley, IA 50483-0038
Tuesday-Friday | 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Bishop Garrigan Catholic High School
1224 N McCoy Street ... 515.295.3521
Seton Catholic Grade School
808 E. Lucas Street......... 515.295.3509
MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday: St. John......................... 8:30 am
Sacred Heart ........... 10:30 am
Vigil (Saturday): St. Joseph ...... 5:00 pm
Daily & Holy Day Mass (as listed in bulletin)
First Fridays (as listed in bulletin)
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Tuesdays: St. John ............. 5:00-6:00 pm
First Fridays (as listed in bulletin)
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Sunday: St. John .......................... 7:45 am
Sunday: Sacred Heart .....(upon request)
Saturday: St. Joseph .................. 4:15 pm
First Friday (as listed in bulletin)
PRAYER REQUEST LINE
St. Joseph ....... 515.341.4451/341.2897
Sacred Heart ...................... 515.646.3061
St. John ............ 515.885.2459/885.2052
BAPTISM: Parents need to be registered in the parish
and actively practicing their faith. First time parents
are required to take a Pre-Baptism class.
MARRIAGE: Six month preparation period required;
call the Rectory prior to setting a date.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Notify the Rectory.
BULLETIN: Due by 12:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Send to
blessedtrinity@wctatel.net.
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people might get complacent and feel like, “Oh, I haven’t been
to Mass in several weeks or a month, maybe I don’t really need
to go. Who needs to go to Mass?” And they won’t return. Or
people feeling like they have been abandoned by the Church at a
time when they’re feeling vulnerable and scared and we should
have the Church there to help people when they’re feeling this
way. I am very sympathetic to the concerns that people have
about suspending Mass. I have tried to make it clear that I want
to offer as much of the Sacrament of Confession as possible by
just calling the parish office and setting up an appointment. We
have made great efforts to broadcast Sunday Mass on social
media and we have provided a new program for the parishes
where you can sign up and view hundreds of Catholic movies
and videos, listen to podcasts about the lives of the saints and
ways to increase your spirituality, learn more about the beauty
of our faith, study current issues, watch stories and animated
features for children and young adults...it’s all yours and it’s all
FREE at FORMED.org. Just click the Sign Up button, indicate
you are a member of a Parish and enter 50517 for our Blessed
Trinity Catholic Parishes.

The Pastor’s Voice
By FATHER STEVEN J. McLOUD

I know that many of you are anxiously awaiting the day when
you can return to church. The closure of churches, cancellation
of Masses and postponement of events has been hard on all of
us. The Corona Virus is unlike anything we have ever seen in
our life time and that in itself makes it dangerous and triggers a
“red alert.” This virus transmits easier than the flu and its mortality rate appears to be 10 times higher than the flu. People are
concerned about healthcare systems being overwhelmed, authorities are encouraging us to practice social distancing and use
PPE in order to maintain the virus so we can open the economy
once again and get our people back to work.
Last year about 35 million people got influenza in the United
States, half a million were hospitalized and about 34,000 people
died of the flu. Now the concern, the worst-case scenario from
the CDC is that the COVID-19 virus will eventually infect 160
to 214 million people and could lead to as many as 1.7 million
deaths. Because it’s so new, we have to monitor the disease and
adjust the movements of people in order to see a decrease in
new cases. On Monday, May 18, Sioux City, Iowa, was rated
#1 percentage per capita with New York being #2.

“Are we risking our souls not going to Mass more than our bodies by going to Mass?” I agree that not being able to celebrate
Mass may create opportunities for people to become spiritually
lax. And that’s something to be concerned about. But if you are
in a state of grace and you have a strong, robust faith, not being
able to access the sacraments is not automatically going to kill
God’s grace within your soul and send you to hell, that’s not
how it works. Some of the greatest saints throughout history,
and even today, there are people who are living all around the
world who live in isolated areas, who are only able to attend
Mass maybe once every few months or once a year when a visiting priest can come and celebrate Mass, and some of these people have the holiest interior lives you can find because they understand how much of a gift it is when they are able to receive
the sacrament.

The problem we faced as Catholics was this, which is why we
had to suspended liturgies inside of churches, what if joining
together in communal prayer at church and celebrating Mass
exacerbates this disease, it spreads it and causes a risk to people,
especially elderly and vulnerable populations? A recent report
from the Department of Public Health stated that among those
over 80 there is a 15% mortality rate and there is a very high
mortality rate for people over 60 and who have a compromised
immune system. What if getting together and going to Mass
makes the problem worse? And, in doing so, we fail to love our
neighbor as ourself? In fact, ethicists argued it would be unethical not to implement such procedures. That is the rationale
behind suspending Masses in many dioceses in the United States
and across the world; to take care of not only ourselves, but one
another. It’s not about ‘me’ and ‘I,’ but ‘we’ and ‘us.’

You know, it’s funny, we take things for granted when they become familiar and we don’t value them. But when they’re taken
away, we suddenly see how important they are and we desire
them even more. So here’s the thing, if you are in a state of
grace and unable to receive the Eucharist and you pray and seek
spiritual communion with God, God will not abandon you. If
you’re suffering, if you’re stuck at home with your spouse, your
children, if you’re scared, if you’re anxious, unite those sufferings to Christ who bore all of our sufferings on the cross.

A few nights ago, Trent Horn, a theologian and apologist for
Catholic Answers, wrote on social media, “Suspending Mass
because of a pandemic shows prudence, not faithlessness.
Charity demands we not unwittingly infect others...God gave us
intellects to discover how to stop diseases.” What we are trying
to do is to safeguard the common good and protect everyone’s
well-being and restore our livelihood.

I hope that was helpful for you. It was a longer article than usual, but I figured that was probably okay because a lot of you
might be under lockdown, you might be tucked away working
from home, you might be bored. Let us all pray for one another
and bear one another’s burdens until we are able to celebrate the
Paschal Feast gathered together once again around the Eucharistic Table.

As a priest and pastor I do have one concern about our inability
to attend the celebration of Mass right now. I’m concerned that
Cemetery Flowers and Decorations - With the beginning of the
mowing season, we need everyone’s help in order to maintain
proper care of our cemeteries. Metal plant hangers must be located in the cement base next to the monument. Flower pots & all
other decorations must be on the monument or on the cement base
of the monument. None of these items may be in the grass near
the monument. Flowers or decorations not within the cement
marker area will be removed by the cemetery personnel.

Welcome to the Blessed Trinity Catholic Parishes

Memorial Day Service will not be held at the St. Benedict Cemetery on Monday, May 25.
A Face Mask is REQUIRED by the Dept. of Health for ALL
parishioners to use in church once Masses resume. If you would
like to volunteer to help make masks for those who may not have a
one, please call the parish office and speak with Lori in Bancroft
or Deb in Wesley.

2

Website at: www.blesstrinity.org

School & Youth Activities 2020
“Make a Difference Everyday”

•

Bishop Garrigan Catholic Schools
May 2020
No School

Regulations set by the Governor's Office, Dept. of
Public Health and the C.D.C.
•

Religious Education & Parish Youth News
May 2020
No Religious Education Classes | Grades K-12

Guidelines for Celebrating Mass by the
Diocese of Sioux City

► Obligation to attend Mass is still dispensed esp.

Support your parish by shopping at Amazon. While we encourage all of our parishioners to patronize their local vendors,
whenever you do shop on Amazon, shop at Smile.Amazon.com
and Amazon will donate .05% of your purchase to the parish.

for elderly and those at risk

► Doors open 30 minutes before Mass and remain
locked when there is no Mass

Shop at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0680476
St John the Baptist, Bancroft

► Use Hand Sanitizer at entrances

Shop at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-1037026

► Wear Face Mask

Sacred Heart, Ledyard

► 6-Foot Distancing in Pews & Around Building

Shop at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-0788242
St. Joseph, Wesley

► Restrooms will be unavailable
► Distribution of Communion takes place at end
of Mass, use assigned aisles, after receiving
host parishioner makes their way toward
nearest exit, offer Prayer of Thanksgiving

Parish Income for the week of May 17, 2020
St. John

► Only Communion in the hand at this time

Collection

750.00

► Church MUST be cleaned & sanitized after
EVERY Mass

Building Fund

► Compliance ensures health safety of all and the
continuation of the public celebration of Mass

Fuel

St. Joseph

Sacred Heart

610.00

120.00

200.00

Grain/IRA/Stock

ACH
Weekly Total

750.00

810.00

120.00

Monthly Income To Date

20,670.48

4,455.00

2,355.00

Needed Each Month

36,200.00

23,482.00

4,147.00

(-15,529.52)

(-19,027.00)

(-1,792.00)

Net Income for Month
Collections for Others
Food Pantry

Honoring all our military members who
have served and sacrificed
God of power and mercy, You destroy war and
put down earthly pride.
Banish violence from our midst and
wipe away our tears, that we may all deserve
to be called Your sons and daughters.
Keep in Your mercy those men and women
who have died in the cause of
freedom and bring them safely into
Your kingdom of justice and peace.

Please remember your Parish in your Estate!

Catholic Charities

500.00

Cross Catholic

400.00

Together As One

St. John

Goal

$22,916.00

$7,385.00

$3,749.00

14,327.00

9,515.00

4,875.00

Annual Diocese Appeal

Pledged

We ask this though Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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50.00

Needed To Reach Goal

8,589.00

#2 Payback to Parish
from Diocese

$895.00

St. Joseph

Goal
Reached !

Sacred Heart

Goal
Reached !

$1,595.00

“God will not be out done in generosity!”

$400.00

Our Sanctuary Lamp at St. John the Baptist
burns from May 24 through May 30 in memory of

Lorenz & Rosella Geitzenauer

Mass Intentions Offered for the Week

May this light which reminds us of Jesus` True
Presence in the Sanctuary lead them into eternal peace.

Sunday, May 24 ~ The Ascension of the Lord
Mass for the People
†Homer & Bernice McCarthy

Our Sanctuary Lamp at St. Joseph
burns from May 24 through May 30 in memory of

Wendal Schutjer

Monday, May 25
†Francis J. Foth

May this light which reminds us of Jesus’ True
Presence in the Sanctuary lead him into eternal peace.
Our Sanctuary Lamp at Sacred Heart
burns from May 24 through May 30 in memory of

Tuesday, May 26
†Jim & Brian Ricke

Susan Mousel

Wednesday, May 27
†Steve Casey & Mike Casey

May this light which reminds us of Jesus’ True
Presence in the Sanctuary lead her into eternal peace.
Sanctuary Lamp is available by contacting the Rectory.

Thursday, May 28
†Mark Bernhard
Friday, May 29
†David McNertney
Saturday, May 30
†Special Intention

SUNDAY, MAY 24 - THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
10:30 am Cancelled | Confirmation Mass [SJB]
Once we have resumed Masses, we will contact
Confirmation students & parents with information
and a new date)

Sunday, May 31 ~ Pentecost Sunday
Mass for the People
†Deceased & Living Members
St. John Class of 1959

Resources for Local Mass
▪ www.YouTube.com (Blessed Trinity Kossuth) or blesstrinity.org
▪ MediaCom Channel 117 or 3 in Bancroft - 10:00 am

Keep in Touch

MONDAY, MAY 25 - MEMORIAL DAY
Private Mass in Rectory

Visit our website at:
Blesstrinity.org

TUESDAY, MAY 26
Private Mass in Rectory
3:30 pm Food Pantry Drive-Up Only until 5:30 pm

Download our Parish App
Blessed Trinity Mobile App
WeConnect Parish App
Inc.

Liturgical

Publications,

Go to www.blesstrinity.org or search the Apple Store or Google
Play for WeConnect Parish App. Once installed turn on the
groups that you would like to receive notifications from
(Religious Educ., Prayer Line, Finance Council, Choir, etc.) by
going to the MORE button at the lower right corner of your
screen. Tap on Message Settings and turn on the groups.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
Private Mass in Rectory
THURSDAY, MAY 28
Private Mass in Rectory
2:00 pm Bishop/Pastors Weekly Zoom Conference
FRIDAY, MAY 29
Private Mass in Rectory
SATURDAY, MAY 30
▪ www.YouTube.com (Blessed Trinity Kossuth) or blesstrinity.org
SUNDAY, MAY 31 - PENTECOST SUNDAY

St. John the Baptist
https://www.facebook.com/St-John-the-Baptist-Catholic-Church
Sacred Heart
https://www.facebook.com/sacredheartledyardia

Resources for Local Mass
▪ www.YouTube.com (Blessed Trinity Kossuth) or blesstrinity.org
▪ MediaCom Channel 117 or 3 in Bancroft - 10:00 am

St. John & Sacred Heart
will be opened on
Tuesday, 26 May - 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

@FatherMcLoud

