
DIVINE SAVIOR PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Minutes for November 23, 2020 
 
 

Present:  Father Gideon, Bob Bichler, Deb Hamm, Bill Johannes, Mary Navis, Madonne Rauch, 
Lora Schroeder, Jennifer Thill, and Bob Timmer. Also present were Trustees Bob Lallensack 
and Lori Paulus, and Business Manager Terri Schueller.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Madonne Rauch at 6:05 p.m. An opening prayer for hope, peace, and 

healing was offered. The Mission Statement was read. 

 

 

EDUCATION, HOME, AND SCHOOL REPORT: 

 

1. In DSCS Principal Lynn Sauer’s absence, Madonne Rauch highlighted some of the current 

updates. The Little Library has been installed outside of the school, and work continues on the 

outdoor classroom. The fence is being installed. 

 

2. Please refer to the DSCS November principal report attached to the meeting minutes for 

additional information. 

 

FINANCE REPORT:  

 

1. Terri Schueller presented the Profit and Loss Budget for the fiscal year ending in 2020. The 

summary showed all contributions, including miscellaneous donations.  With COVID-19, there 

were some extra expenses such as cleaning supplies and PPE gear. However, the parish broke 

even. 

 

2. Church contributions were down 6%. We will be very conservative going into 2021. Online 

giving has increased by approximately 40%, and offertory in church is down by half. Salaries 

have been put on hold with no increases.  

 

3. We are applying for a proxy for the roof at Holy Cross Chapel. The old one expired. The new one 

will need approval from the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. 

 

4. The Love One Another Capital Campaign has been postponed, due to the pandemic. The 

Archdiocese of Milwaukee will do a survey to see where parishes stand. We may be in the group 

for next fall. We will establish a committee when the campaign gets underway. 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT:  

 

1. Father Gideon stated that Mass attendance has been fluctuating. On most Sundays, the main 

church is at capacity. Downstairs, the numbers vary.  

 

2. Quite a few people are taking advantage of Reconciliation. We have nice numbers for Monday 

and Wednesday Masses. Depending on what is going on, there are a couple of people on Saturday 

night also. 
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3. Due to availability of priests, the schedule for Christmas Masses has changed. Masses are spaced 

every 15 minutes. We should be in a good position to take care of overflow. There can be even 

distribution. We have time to communicate with families in advance to prepare them, so they 

know there are options. The Christmas Eve Mass at 4:30 p.m. will be live streamed. Information 

for Masses will be published in the Advent newsletter, which will be mailed this week, in the 

bulletins, and on our website. 

 

4. At the Leadership Team meeting, it was decided to go forward with our Ministry Fair during the 

Lenten season. Creativity will be needed, but most of the items are ready. It is also important to 

strengthen our FOCUS couples. Terri Riesselmann is working with them, as well as the younger 

couples. 

 

5. There are two cluster goals for DSCS. First, Catholic Schools Week will be held from January 31 

– February 6, 2021. Each weekend in January various speakers, such as parents, grandparents, 

teachers, and alumni, will share their Divine Savior Catholic School experiences with our 

parishioners to help get families more engaged with our school. Hopefully, this could be an 

annual event.  

 

6. The second goal has to do with the Catholic Soles Walk. It is traditionally held in Milwaukee at 

Mount Mary University. It is hard to convince people to travel for this. Due to the pandemic, we 

held a local event this past fall at Waubedonia Park. There was a good group present. If we can 

get our families together and do something locally to support our school, we might get more 

participation. 

 

7. It will be good to look at the Discipleship Maker Index Survey data soon to discuss and process 

the information. 

 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS REPORT: 
 

1. Bob Lallensack mentioned that John Thill and Bill Stadler installed new LED lights and put a 

dimmer switch in for them in the lower level at Holy Cross Chapel. A donation paid for the 

materials. In addition, the projector is better, and the sound is fixed. The door to the side entrance 

had rust on the bottom from salt cutting into the frame. A spray was applied to seal it and stop the 

rust. 

 

2. A new door was installed in the 4K room at DSCS for safety purposes. 

 

3. There are four big projects the Buildings and Grounds Committee is currently working on. At 

Holy Cross, the roof needs to be replaced and the deep grooves in the parking lot need to be 

fixed. At DSCS, some repairs need to be made in the parking lot where the blacktop is breaking 

up. The steeple at St. Rose Chapel also needs repairs.  

 

4. Terri Schueller also stated that we have a new snow removal contractor. If something is amiss, 

please contact the parish office. 
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OLD BUSINESS:  
 

1. Madonne Rauch distributed a sheet tracking current Council Members’ terms. She asked   

       everyone to review the information. Discernment will begin in April. A meeting will be held to                                         

choose new Council members in May. We will need volunteers to speak at Masses. Madonne will 

contact the parish secretary, Jenny Stemwell, to give her regular updates on Council events. 

 

2. Bob Timmer reported that the bulletin committee will be meeting in December to discuss 

suggestions for how to shape the parish bulletins. They are looking at other bulletin arrangements 

to get ideas. A structure is in place, but they want to ensure the content is relevant to our 

parishioners. If Council members have ideas, please email them to Jenny Stemwell. 

 

3. We have a great set of volunteers that continue to help with cleaning duties at weekend Masses; 

however, it continues to be the same group. It is important to give them at least one weekend off 

each month. Pulpit announcements will be made at the end of Masses asking for volunteers to 

help sanitize the pews. If we ask, hopefully more people will respond. We will try this approach 

for the time being and see how it goes.  

 

4. The Outreach Committee will be distributing Advent booklets at weekend Masses. Volunteers are 

needed to hand out one per family. Matthew Kelly’s book I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide 

to Life’s Essential Daily Habit will be distributed to parishioners at the Christmas Masses. 

 

 

Father Gideon extended his gratitude for the Council’s commitment and leadership as we prepare 

for Thanksgiving. Things are going well and are moving in the right direction for our cluster. 

 

The January 25, 2021 Divine Savior Pastoral Council meeting will be held in person, with a 

virtual Zoom link option, in the lower level of Holy Cross Chapel at 6:00 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Bill Johannes and seconded by Bob Timmer to adjourn the meeting. 

Voice vote: all aye. The closing prayer was read. The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jennifer Thill 

Secretary 


