
       DIVINE SAVIOR PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING

                     Minutes for September 28, 2020

Present:  Father Gideon, Bob Bichler, Barb Duenk, Bill Johannes, Jim Kretz, Mary Navis, 
Madonne Rauch, Jennifer Thill, and Bob Timmer. Also present were DSCS Principal Lynn 
Sauer, Business Manager Terri Schueller, and Trustees Bob Lallensack and Lori Paulus.

The meeting was called to order by Madonne Rauch at 6:31 p.m. An opening prayer for comfort, healing, 
protection, and peace was offered. The Mission Statement was also read.

EDUCATION, HOME, AND SCHOOL REPORT:

1. DSCS Principal Lynn Sauer highlighted that AIMS testing took place in September. The data will 
be used to drive instruction goals in the classrooms.

2. Two families have chosen to do virtual learning, and a few students have had to go into and out of 
distance learning. The staff is working hard to support the students and make daily adjustments. 
In addition, all teachers have transitioned to Standards Based Grading this year. 

3. The parking lot lines were repainted as well as lines for four-square and basketball games. Carla 
Schommer is also working hard on the outdoor learning classroom.

4. The SOAR Back plan is going well. Students’ temperatures are taken daily, and everyone is 
doing their very best to follow all cleaning, mask, and social distancing procedures. 

5. Please refer to the DSCS September principal report attached to the meeting minutes for 
additional information.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Madonne Rauch shared a Deanery update. The fall meeting, which will be virtual, will be held 
next week. This will be Madonne’s final year as the Deanery representative for the parish. She 
invited Council members to consider this position. She will be sending a link to the meeting. In 
addition, this is her last year serving as the cluster representative for the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee. This group meets four times per year on Saturdays at the Archdiocese. She invited 
Council members to attend a future meeting with her and learn about this opportunity. It is 
typically a six-year commitment that is renewable for another three years. It is a great way to 
learn about the numerous activities happening throughout the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, such as 
the Urban Ministry Project.

2. The Disciple Maker Survey results have been processed. Terri Riesselmann is synthesizing the 
data for our parish. The results will be shared with the Council in the near future.
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3. Mary Navis reported that The Bells of St. Mary’s Committee is hoping to start their campaign 
soon. They are in the process of rendering the monument, which needed to be scaled back. A 
current goal is to reveal it in August of 2021 for the Luxembourg Festival. The bells are 
electronic. While the Finance Council must approve any cost, the Committee wants the Council 
to be aware of the monthly charge. However, the St. Mary Cemetery Association will cover that 
cost.

4. Due to COVID-19, Pastoral Council terms have been extended until June of 2021. The details of 
how to proceed with new elections will be discussed and outlined at the November meeting. 

PASTOR’S REPORT:

1. Father Gideon extended gratitude to the volunteers who are cleaning the chapel after each Mass. 
We will reach out soon to ask for new volunteers to help so that the original volunteers do not 
feel the weight of this task. So far, everyone who has volunteered continues to stay healthy.

2. There was a meeting with Archbishop Listecki on September 15th. Given the situation of 
parishioners being away from church for an extended period of time, it is important to welcome 
families back and encourage them to return to Mass.

3. There are a number of Catholics who do not believe that Jesus is present in the Eucharist. The 
archbishop has asked parishes to help build a sense of devotion and strength. In addition, he has 
asked for a rededication of Sunday as a holy day of worship and prayer for families. Many 
Catholic families have been away from church for six months, so reconnection is important. 

4. Since each parish is a little different with regards to handling COVID-19, a formal document will 
be shared next month. However, Father Gideon is pleased that our Mass attendance is gradually 
increasing. If we reach attendance capacity, we will explore options for how to move forward. 
We will also continue to provide many adoration and faith formation opportunities for our 
children and parish community.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. There was some discussion about how to proceed with handling volunteer responsibilities, such 
as cleaning and ushering, as the pandemic continues into fall and winter. We do not want to 
overwhelm people, but we are also appreciative of extra help. Ideas included making bulletin and 
pulpit announcements and working with Jenny Stemwell to add more people to the ministry 
schedule. 

2. There will be a meeting to discuss options for updating the bulletins. Bob Bichler and Bob 
Timmer will share ideas with Council members at the November meeting.
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3. The updates for the website and rebranding continue. Madonne will make sure Jenny Stemwell 
has access to information. In addition to working with the joint councils, Jenny will work with 
Amanda Gronemeyer and Holly Masengarb to ensure all of the information is current.

4. There are two sets of the Breaking Bread books that will be used for Masses. Ushers will roll out 
the cart with one set for Saturday evening, and then they will switch for Sundays. There are signs 
on the carts. 

5. The November meeting will be held in person, with a virtual Zoom link option, in the lower level 
of Holy Cross Chapel on November 23, 2020. The Divine Savior Leadership Committee meeting 
will begin at 6:00 p.m. The Divine Savior Pastoral Council meeting will follow. 

A motion was made by Bill Johannes and seconded by Bob Timmer to adjourn the meeting. 
Voice vote: all aye. The closing prayer was read. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Thill
Secretary


