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The Two Criminals on the Cross Next to Jesus 

 

Welcome  Please stand 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

     of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to  

     redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C: Amen 

 

P: In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God's  

    promise of mercy. 

 

P: God at the margins, 

C: We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose  

      our way, We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget  

      that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again.  

      Do not remember the deeds of our past but turn our faces toward  

      the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear,  

      and your love overflows. Amen 

 P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. We are forgiven. Let us live as new 

people of God in that forgiveness. 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day: Luther's Evening Prayer 

P: I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, 

C: through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously 

protected me today. I ask you to forgive me all my sins, where I have 

done wrong, and graciously to protect me tonight. Into your hands I 

commend myself; my body, my soul, and all that is mine. Let your holy 

angel be with me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 

Amen 



    Please be seated 

 

P:  We have just repented of our sins and heard the reassurance of 

forgiveness. Tonight we will contemplate our own excuses that get in the 

way of our repentance through the stories in the gospel of  Luke about the 

two criminals who hung on crosses on the left and right of Jesus and the 

through the words of CS Lewis. 

 

Mark 15 1-15 

 

   Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of 

the law and the whole Sanhedrin, reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led 

him away and handed him over to Pilate. 

   "Are you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate. "Yes it is as you say," Jesus 

replied. The chief priests accused him of many things. So again Pilate asked 

him, "Aren't you going to answer? See how many things they are accusing 

you of." But Jesus still made no reply, and Pilate was amazed. 

   Now it was the custom at the Feast to release a prisoner whom the people 

requested. A man called Barabbas was in prison with the insurrectionists 

who had committed murder in the uprising. The crowd came up and asked 

Pilate to do for them what he usually did. 

   "Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews?" asked Pilate, 

knowing it was out of envy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over to 

him. But the chief priest stirred up the crowd to have Pilate release Barabbas 

instead. 

   "What shall I do, then, with the one you call the king of the Jews?" Pilate 

asked them. "Crucify him!" they shouted. "Why? What crime has he 

committed?" asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!" 

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to the, he had Jesus 

flogged, and handed him over to be crucified. 

 

Song Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling Roni Brock 

 

 Festus: Listen! Did you hear that singing? Softly and tenderly Jesus is 

calling, calling for you and for me. I don't think Jesus is calling the two of 

us. Why would he want two outcasts like us? We're headed for a death on 

the cross. What a laugh. We never get a break. 

 

Cletus:  Now that Barabbas... he has all the luck. And he is even more of a 

sinner than we are. After all he committed murder and all we did was steal.  



We never hurt anyone. We just stole from people who had more than they 

need. How come he was called by Pontus Pilate to appear before the crowd 

and given the chance to have his sentence commuted. The crowd could 

choose between Barabbas and Jesus. Did Pilate think the crowd would chose 

Jesus to be freed because he didn't commit murder but tried to help and heal 

people? 

 

Festus: Yeah, and look at how that turned out. Was Pilate ever wrong! He 

sure didn't know how to judge the crowd's reaction. They said he even 

washed his hands of the whole affair. 

  

Cletus: Of course that crowd chose Barabbas! A lucky person like Barabbas 

always wins out in a situation like that. Not losers like us. 

 

      Cletus and Festus freeze half way up the aisle 

 

P: We blame others for our own sins, "It's not my fault we say. We couldn't 

help it. Some people get all the breaks. What I did wasn't that bad." 

 

P: Words from C.S. Lewis 

 

Sure, sometimes there's a mix of sin and excuse for the sin, whether against 

someone or against God, and Lewis points this out, but we are often more 

anxious to summon up an excuse for our behavior or thoughts then to seek a 

remedy in God's mercy. In our hurried excuse-driven world, we are likely to 

forget our position when it comes to our inadequacies before God that 

despite the "legitimate" excuses, "the bit left over, the bit which the excuses 

don't cover, the bit which is inexcusable but not, thank God, unforgivable," 

says Lewis, needs the redemptive work of God. If we satisfy ourselves with 

our excuses, we'll never get to a penitent place and be , "too easily satisfied 

about ourselves." 

 

Lewis provides us with two remedies. "One is to remember that God knows 

all the real excuses very much better than we do. If there are real extenuating 

circumstances there is no fear that He will overlook them. Lewis brings in a 

medical example and says, "When you go to a doctor you show him the bit 

of you that is wrong-say a broken arm. It would be a mere waste of time to 

keep on explaining about the whole rest of your doctor, the doctor will know 

what is wrong."  

 



The second remedy is simple but difficult given our excuse-laden selves. We 

must truly believe in the forgiveness of sins. Lewis says that our excuses 

begin from a place where we don't really believe in God's forgiveness, that 

he, "will not take us to Himself again unless He is satisfied that some sort of 

case can be made out in our favour." Real forgiveness means looking 

steadily at the sin, the sin that is left over without any excuse, after all 

allowance have been made, and seeing it in all its horror, dirt, meanness, and 

malice, and nevertheless being wholly reconciled to ourselves who have 

done the sin. That, and only that, is asking forgiveness, and that we can 

always get from God if we ask for it. 

 

       Cletus and Festus stop before the steps up to the altar 

 

Cletus: You know it's not my fault that I turned  to robbing people. Everyday 

my father beat me and my mother til he finally left home when I was 10. 

How is a ten year old supposed to support his mother I ask you? I had no 

skills, no training to get a job except to turn to crime. It's a good thing she 

died 4 years ago and won't know about my crucifixtion. 

 

Festus: Well how about me? I'm not as bad as that murderer Barabbas. I only 

engaged in petty thievery at first to get enough money to eat. But one thing 

led to another and I got sucked into crime more and more as years went by. 

 

Cletus: I don't suppose there is any way we will be rescued. There's the hill 

Golgatha ahead with two crosses already in place for us. At least we didn't 

have to carry our crosses on the walk like Jesus did.  

 

Festus: That would be too much punishment to be crucified after being 

forced to carry the means to carry it out. 

 

              Cletus and Festus walk up and stand on either side of the cross 

in front of the altar holding out their arms to the right and left of their 

bodies 

 

Luke 23:32-43 

Pastor: Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 

executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified 

him, along with the criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus 

said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing. And 

they divided up his clothes by casting lots. The people stood watching, and 



the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved others; let him save 

himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 

 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 

and said, "If you are king of the Jews, save yourself.: There was a written 

notice above him, which read; This is the King of the Jews.   

 

Cletus: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 

 

Festus: "Don't you fear God, since we are under the same sentence? We are 

punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 

done nothing wrong." 

 

Pastor: Final words from C.S. Lewis "Might we be willing to admit our 

failures, our sins, our inadequacies, and know afresh this Lenten seanson 

that the God carries all our burdens, will be faithful to complete his work in 

us?" 

 

Festus: "Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom." 

 

Pastor: "Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me 

in Paradise." 

 

Congregation speaks these words as our final prayer 

 

Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wrench like me 

I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see. 

 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;  

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come. 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far and far will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.  Amen 
 

Postlude    Lorna Wulff 

 

 

Lorna plays Amazing Grace while everyone walks out  
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Welcome  Please stand 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

     of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to  

     redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C: Amen 
 

P: In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God's  

    promise of mercy. 
 

P: God at the margins, 

C: We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose  

      our way, We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget  

      that you have saved your people before and promise to do so again.  

      Do not remember the deeds of our past but turn our faces toward  

      the future, where your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear,  

      and your love overflows. Amen 

 P: In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for his sake God forgives us all our sins. We are forgiven. Let us live as new 

people of God in that forgiveness. 

C: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day: Luther's Evening Prayer 

P: I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, 

C: through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously 

protected me today. I ask you to forgive me all my sins, where I have 

done wrong, and graciously to protect me tonight. Into your hands I 

commend myself; my body, my soul, and all that is mine. Let your holy 

angel be with me, so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. 

Amen         Please be seated 



 

P:  We have just repented of our sins and heard the reassurance of 

forgiveness. Tonight we will contemplate our own excuses that get in the 

way of our repentance through the stories in the gospel of  Luke about the 

two criminals who hung on crosses on the left and right of Jesus and the 

through the words of CS Lewis. 
 

P: A Mark 15 1-15 
 

Song      Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling      Roni Brock  
 

Dialog between the criminals Festus and Cletus  Roni Brock and Nathan 

Mitchell 
 

P:  Words from C.S. Lewis 
 

Dialog continues between Festus and Cletus 
 

Luke 23:32-43 
 

Dialog continues between Festus and Cletus 
 

Pastor: Final words from C.S. Lewis  
 

Festus: "Jesus remember me when you come into your kingdom." 
 

Pastor: "Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me 

in Paradise." 
 

Congregation speaks these words as our final prayer 
 

Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wrench like me 

I once was lost but now am found was blind but now I see. 
 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;  

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers, toils and snares I have already come. 

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far and far will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures.  Amen 
 

Postlude    Lorna Wulff 


