
November 8th, 2020 Annual Meeting 

Parish Council members present: Peter Bemis, Jacob Birenbaum, James Barton, Jennifer Leider, Rich Schwab, 

Antonette Zellmer, Chad Keller and Gary Feider  

Finance Council members present: Bill Jensen, Chad Keller, Gary Feider, Jenny Leider, Rich Schwab, Andy Walsh 

Parish Staff in attendance: Rev. Gideon Buya, Terri Schueller, Deb Hamm, Amanda Gronemeyer 

Peter Bemis welcomed everyone at 9:20 and thanked everyone for attending and welcoming those joining 

from home.   

It’s been a challenging year with the COVID crisis, we’ve seen our on-site worship shut down for an extended 

period of time and our access to the Sacraments has been severely limited. However, there are some bright 

spots: 

 We’ve introduced ‘live streaming’ of the Mass 

 We’re distributing Fr Gideon’s Weekly Prayer Reflections.  This email meant to assist those worshiping 

from home to also assist those in preparation for the Sunday Mass.     

 Also, as we go through a phased reopening of Mass, we are again seeing our numbers increase.   

 

Opening Prayer:  Prayer for Society  

Pastor’s Report: Fr Gideon thanked leaders and volunteers in parish for keeping worship sites safe for 

celebrating liturgies. Thanked families for adjusting to the changes. Numbers have been picking up since end 

of August. We are still at 25% capacity. Last 6 Sundays we have reached capacity in the church and have used 

the overflow. Weddings are treated the same as Sunday Masses. 25%, every other pew, and sanitizing. 

Baptism is a private celebration. School Masses are also private Masses to keep students and staff safe. 

Christmas is usually a larger attended celebration, so an additional Mass was added at St. Nicholas at 4:45. 

4:30 at Holy Cross and 5:00 in Random Lake. If capacity is reached at Holy Cross, they can attend St. Nicholas. 

Archdiocesan has 3 initiatives: 1. Welcoming back families to church. Letting everyone know we have a safe 

environment to pray as a community. 2. Reclaim Sunday as the day of the Lord, a day for family, a day we 

connect with God and spend quality time with family. 3. Reemphasize the True Presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist.  

Lastly, for Lent, reach out to families and invite them to be a part of the different opportunities within our 

parish. Ministry Fair that was scheduled for last year will be held this year to reach out to our families.  

Peter thanked Father for his patience and guidance through the pandemic. 

Introduction of Council members and Staff present here today  

Census 

 A.  456 Families - 875 individual members, slightly lower from last year    

 B.  308 Families contributed financially in 2019. 

Committee Reports: 

As Catholic Christians, we are saved by the Grace of God and through Faith in Jesus.  ‘Good Works’ are 

important and necessary to demonstrate our faith and it is thought these ‘good works’ that Graces flow 



though us to others.  We are all called to be ‘the face and the hands of God’ in our communities and to 

participate in building up Christ’s kingdom here on earth. 

Here at OLL, we as a parish accomplishes this calling through our various committees which we will hear from 

now.   

The Finance Council focuses on the financial needs of our parish and includes the important task of 

maintaining our properties and facilities. 

Bill Jensen, Chair of the Finance, provided an update on the Budget and Building and Grounds while reviewing 

the budget report. The PPP Loan is new this year, which is a paycheck protection loan. This is a forgivable loan. 

Since this is forgivable this would mean the parish has no debt. As of Sept 2020 – 6.4 million in assets. 

Contributions have largely been maintained. Down 4% since recession.   

Roof has been put on hold for now, though donations continue to come in. 

Replace doors on the west end of the chapel. Doors with windows, project has been deferred. 

Chimney repair will be moving forward, and the expense has been approved.  

Land in Cascade next to the cemetery that is not being used, will be listed with Dale Krier.  

Andy Walsh shared that they are still working towards the sale of the Dacada parish rectory.  

Pastoral Council Committees:  

The Faith Formation and Evangelization Committee mission is to oversee the faith formation programs for all 

members of the parish, from children to adults.   

Antonette Zellmer our council Liaison provided us with an update.  

With the Faith Formation for youth, when safer at home started only 3 sessions were left and we were able to 

keep families engaged through Virtual sessions and email activities at home. Mission Trip & Vacation Bible 

were canceled, and the Sacraments of First Communion and Confirmation were rescheduled to late August 

and September. 3 of the 36 Confirmation students were not allowed to be confirmed due to quarantine so 

they will be confirmed in May.  

2 speakers on Sunday morning with 50 people each time. Tuesday nights with 12 people, Deacon Gerry spoke. 

1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays were meeting with themed dinners until pandemic. Virtual prayer meetings the first 

and 3rd meetings of the month.  

The Human Concerns Committee mission is to serve the poor, the hungry and those in need within our 

community.  The Prayer and Worship Committee mission is to enhance our liturgical celebrations and to 

provide opportunities to deepen our prayer lives.   

Suzanne Biedenbender, chairperson for both committees, provided us with the committee reports.  

The Human Concerns committee meets every other month on the first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.  We 

are looking for more members to help us.  Our yearly goal is “to help parishioners get involved in the 

community thru education and service. Quarterly we inform parishioners of our efforts thru the newsletter and 

the bulletin”. 

 Hygiene Bags for St. Bens - In February we collected hygiene products for St. Bens. Then Covid hit and 

we weren’t able to deliver the articles to Milwaukee until June. St. Ben’s is still on lockdown as far as 



letting people into their facilities. Everything is on a pickup basis. We hope to have a hygiene drive 

again next February.  

 Random Lake Ecumenical Group – All through the year we promote the Random Lake Ecumenical 

Food Pantry by having a collection area in church and on the back porch of the parish office and by 

listing needed items in the Sunday bulletin.   We also promote the Ecumenical Mitten tree by providing 

free yarn to make hats, scarves and mittens, which are given to the Food Pantry at the Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving Service in November. This year the service will be held here at Our Lady of the Lakes on 

Nov. 25 at 6:30 pm.  The Ecumenical group will be handling the toy distribution this year, since the 

Food Pantry is not allowing guests into their facility.  Around 30 children in Southern Sheboygan 

County are served through our Food Pantry in Adell.  St. Paul’s church has offered to host the toy and 

knitwear distribution on Saturday morning, Dec. 12.   Flyers will be given to food pantry guests 

informing them of the event.   

 Eternal Life Tree – To coincide with All Souls’ Day, the Eternal Life Tree is setup on the Blessed 

Mother’s altar to remember our deceased relatives & friends. Parishioners were encouraged to put 

pictures or memorial cards on the tree. The Tree remains up through the month of November. We sent 

letters to families who lost a family member during the year to invite them to Mass on All Saints Day.    

The list of cluster parishioners who died during the past year is read at the All Saints Day Masses.  

 Blood Drives – This year we held 2 blood drives for the American Red Cross. In April we collected 45 

units of blood and in Oct. we collected 33 units of blood. Another will be scheduled for Spring. 

 Advent Projects – During Advent we will again setup a Giving Tree in church. This year we are 

collecting items for Divine Savior School, the Food Pantry and Mary’s Room in Sheboygan. Mary’s 

Room is associated with the St. Vincent de Paul in Sheboygan and helps low-income mothers with 

supplies for newborns and toddlers. This year we are collecting onesies, bibs, baby wipes, baby wash 

and pajamas for Mary’s Room.      

 Gables on the Pond St. Nicholas Stockings – This year we are changing our Christmas project for 

Gables. Instead of a Christmas gift bag, we are putting together a Christmas stocking to be given out on 

St. Nicholas Day. Next Sunday we will hand out a list of suggested items to buy for the stockings to 

parishioners who want to be a Secret Santa for one resident at Gables. Items need to be returned by 

Nov. 29th. The committee will then assemble the stockings and add a “Blessings from St. Nicholas” 

greeting to each stocking and get them to Gables for St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 6th.   

 Greeting Cards – Every year we remember our homebound parishioners by sending out Easter and 

Christmas cards.   

Prayer & Worship Report: 

The Prayer & Worship committee began meeting again in person in October.  It has members representing 

sacristans, servers, ushers, lectors, Eucharistic ministers, decorating and music.  We meet every other month 

on the first Monday at 6:30 pm.   Our goals are: 

- to nourish & give direction to the liturgical aspects in the parish  

- to provide opportunities for parishioners to deepen their faith through a variety of prayer experiences & 

liturgical celebrations, especially the Sunday Mass  

- to assist in promoting the spiritual growth of parishioners  

- to maintain an ongoing training program for liturgical ministers.  

Mass Ministries – As you have seen the Liturgical ministries have changed a bit during the Pandemic.  We 

discontinued the offertory procession and wine is not served during Communion. We just started bringing 



back the servers.   The ushers have been the most active and have done a terrific job helping to seat people in 

church and in the overflow seating in the Parish Center.  They deserve a big “Thank you”.  Parishioners have 

also volunteered to sanitize the pews after Sunday Mass, which has also been a big help.  If you would like to 

help, just contact Susan Risch in the Parish Office to get added to the schedule.    

Gables – Just recently Amanda began distributing Communion at Gables on the Pond on Wed. mornings, but 

without praying the rosary before.  Sunday Communion is still on hold for Gables.   

Easter – Sadly we were not able to celebrate Easter this year due to Covid.   Since the Easter flowers had 

already been ordered, the parishioners who donated plants were able to pick them up and keep them for 

themselves.   

Advent Wreath – we hope to get families to light the Advent wreath at the beginning of Mass during the 

coming Advent season.   If anyone is interested in doing this on one of the Sundays in Advent, please see me 

after this meeting.   

Eucharistic Adoration – Eucharistic Adoration started again in October on the 2nd Wed of the month from 4:00 

– 6:00 pm.  Confessions are available from 5:00-6:00 during this time in the community center.   

All Souls’ Celebration – During November we honor our deceased parishioners by putting up an Eternal Life 

tree on Mary’s altar and by reading the names of parishioners in the cluster who have died during the past 

year at the All Saints’ Day Masses.  Leon  Jacoby and Amanda Gronemeyer also held prayer services at the 

cemeteries in Adell, Cascade and Random Lake on All Souls’ Day.    

Christmas Masses - This year we are adding an additional Christmas Eve Mass in Dacada at 4:45pm. On 

Christmas Eve there will be a 4:30 Mass in Holy Cross, a 4:45 Mass in Dacada, a 5:00 Mass in Random Lake and 

Midnight Mass in Dacada.  Christmas Day there is only one Mass at 9:00 am in Holy Cross.   

Our meeting dates and times are always listed in the bulletin and on the monthly calendar.   Anyone is 

welcome to attend!            

The Stewardship/Outreach Committee mission is to provide opportunities for parishioners to share their time 

and talents, and those special gifts given to us by the Holy Spirit.  

Karen McCabe gave us an update since Amanda is providing the live stream.  

Even though our committee has only just started meeting again the parish has done its best to try to outreach 

to our parishioners to stay connected during these difficult times. 

 Masses have been live-streamed, and parishioners are very thankful for that.   Amanda and Deb have 

made calls to parishioners at the start of the pandemic to check on them. 

 Our parish and cluster now have a new website, logo and social media platforms. 

 College connection care packages are being sent out and Amanda has been sending college students 

uplifting email messages. 

 Our parish has participated in project angel hugs again where Valentine’s cards were made and sent to 

children with cancer.  Cards are also sent out on behalf of our parish to parishioners at Baptisms, 

weddings, and bereavement cards are sent out to our families. 

 Communion services have resumed at Gables on the pond on Wednesdays. 

 Amanda has kept the Catholic Underground group for young adults going virtually. 



 Our charity quilters have been busy making items for St. Bens, Mary’s Room, Food Pantry and other 

organizations. 

 We are looking at possible ways to do more during this pandemic Covid style. Looking at the possibility 

of having virtual parish nurse visits.  Maybe have some type of drive thru or pick up hospitality 

sometime down the road when covid cases aren’t as high as what they are now. Sometime next spring 

hoping to have the ministry fair that had to be canceled last spring. 

 Next meeting is December 3rd 6:30 virtually all are welcome, so contact Amanda for the link. 

Divine Savior Catholic School 
Peter mentioned the accomplishments of the Divine Savior Catholic School which our parish helps to supports.   

 Lynn Sauer is the principal and has an enthusiastic and dedicated staff.   

 This year a lot of effort has gone into planning and implementing protocols to keep our children safe 
while continuing to provide a quality and faith-filled education.    

 I’m happy to report that the school continues to grow.  With 102 students currently enrolled. Student 
Break-down:  

OLL – 34 

Divine Savior – 33 

Non-members – 33 
Enrolled but not yet active – 2 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

We are also extremely excited to announce the formation of a new St. Vincent de Paul Conference right here 

at OLL. Last year we were in the discernment phase and this year given the permission to proceed.   

Karen McCabe, President, provided a summary of their activities.   

As you probably are aware, we formed a SVdP conference last January with 15 active Vincentians, joining 

thousands of conferences in the United States and around the world, all joined as one in spirituality, friendship 

and service .   

Unfortunately, during the pandemic, we cannot do home visits which is really what sets SVdP apart in their 

mission to serve the poor.  We have adapted to doing phone visits and delivering things when needed.   

Our Conference is part of the Sheboygan Council which is made up of the 8 conferences in Sheboygan County, 

with most of our funding coming from the Sheboygan SVdP store.  I believe last year the Sheboygan store 

provided about $200,000 to the SVdP conferences in Sheboygan County.   

We have been working hard to get the word out about SVdP as you probably have seen the helplines in the 

bulletin as well as some of our posters. We do have business cards also if anyone would like one, they are on 

the back porch with the helpline and the number for the food pantry.  So far just about everyone we have 

helped we have referred to the Interfaith Food Pantry in Adell.  

In addition to the Food Pantry we have referred our Friends in Need to the various programs out there as part 

of the government stimulus packages that provide assistance for rent and utilities and have been successful 

doing that. For financial assistance we really try to be the last resource as our funding is limited.   

Our goal is really to be uplifting and try to be more of a bridge out of poverty. 



Our conference boundaries have now been determined and we will cover the southern 6 miles of Sheboygan 

County with the zip codes of Adell, Random Lake, Cedar Grove and Kewaskum Zip codes that are in Sheboygan 

co.   

SVdP uses a fiscal year which ended on Sept 30.  So, we completed our first shortened year and had to submit 

our first annual report.   

We made 9 home visits and 5 phone visits serving 31 people. We provided $450 in assistance and gave out 

$155 in store vouchers and other goods.  We spent 39 hours doing this and put on 265 miles. $4000 was 

provided to us from the Sheboygan store and $640 was raised through our parish collections.  So we thank you 

for your generosity.   

This year will be more challenging. I think we have had around 6 calls already. We can't thank you enough for 

your parish support.  We ask you for your prayers as we continue our charitable work with the poor in our 

communities.   

We meet the second Tuesday of the month at 6 pm, if anyone would like to join us. 

Comments: 

Marilyn Sabec asked if we can go back to the collection with the long-handled basket for the offertory    

Bonnie Steffen asked if the word can be spread that the Food Pantry is open, alive and well! Spread the word!  

 

Peter gave a “Thank You” to our Employees and Volunteers stating that the staff has been amazing and easy 

to work with then he thanked our many volunteers: 

o Building and Grounds 

o Our Committee members  

o Choir members  

o Those that assist with after Mass hospitality and Funeral hospitality 

o Liturgical Ministers…  Lectors, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristans and Servers  

o Specials thanks to our Catechists and classroom aides  

o Christian Woman’s Group and Holy Name Society members  

o Those that assisted with the Ham Dinner and other fund-raising activities 

o The volunteers who have been cleaning after services 

The ‘Ministry Fair’ scheduled for last spring was cancelled due COVID and we plan to hold it once things settle 

down a bit more.    

While we do will look forward to that, don’t wait.  Reach out now by simply contacting Susan Risch at the 

office (920-994-4380) and she will assess what your interests are and have a Staff or Committee member 

reach out to you.  

I want to encourage you to invite your family and friends back to Mass. We have plenty of overflow capacity in 

the Parish Center. There is much to be gained by attending on-site (even if it is in the overflow areas). We sing 

and pray the Mass together and we receive the True Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  



I’m also inviting everyone to consider attending Adoration at our chapel here in RL. 2nd Wednesday of the 

month from 4:00 to 6:00 evenings. THIS COMING WEDNESDAY. What a great way to spend some time with 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament in preparation for the upcoming Advent session. Confessions are also available 

from 5:00 to 6:00.  

It being Veteran’s Day on Wednesday, Nov 11, it’s important to remember the veterans who have served our 

country and who currently serve our country with a prayer.   

 

Close with the Veterans Day Prayer found on the back of the agenda at 10:15.  


