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As you know by now, Fr. Gideon Buya, has been appointed Administrator to our cluster
parishes. His assignment began June 18. Here is an introductory message he wrote in
the June 23 cluster bulletin, just in case you missed it.
Jambo,
I was born in Mombasa, a city on the coastal strip of Kenya in East Africa. I come
from a family of eight siblings, three brothers and four sisters. I am the last born of the
family. At this time everyone in the family lives within a two-hour drive of the others,
except for me. The distance between Random Lake, Wisconsin, USA, and Mombasa, in
Kenya, is approximately 8,240 miles! I try to visit home once a year and spend most of
my precious vacation time with my parents and siblings.
Upon the completion of my schooling in Kenya, I commenced my journey of discernment to the priesthood.
It was a journey that took me to the Dominican Republic with the Community of Saint Paul (an association of
Catholic faithful) where I spent two years working in our archdiocesan sister parish, La Sagrada Familia. While
in the Dominican Republic, I was involved in different social projects like working in the nutritional centers for
children, helping with the construction of latrines, reaching out to the sick in the community, helping with
catechesis and learning Spanish as well.
I moved to the United States from the Dominican Republic and spent some time in Racine before applying
for admission at Saint Francis de Sales Seminary as a candidate for the priesthood in the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee. After completing my formation, I was ordained to the priesthood by Archbishop Jerome Listecki in
May of 2014, and was assigned to Saint Mary Parish in Hales Corners for two years as Associate Pastor. After
St. Mary’s, I was assigned to Holy Name of Jesus, St. Clement and St. Dominic in Sheboygan for three years. It
was a wonderful experience working with families at three parishes and the school. I loved and enjoyed every
bit of it.
Some of my hobbies are kayaking, biking, a little bit of running, volleyball and some cooking.
I want to say again thanks for such a warm welcome. I have heard a lot of great things about these two
parishes and the school. I look forward to working with you as your brother Priest so that we can keep on
growing together and maturing in our faith and commitment to Christian discipleship. May God bless you.
Shukran, Fr. Gideon Buya
Beginning in September, we no longer have an 8 am
Thursday morning Mass in Fredonia, because Thursdays
are Fr. Gideon’s day off.
We now have a 5:30 pm Mass in Fredonia on Monday
evenings. Hopefully, this will be a convenient time for
working folks who would like to attend a daily Mass.
Also, the DS Parish Office will be open on Mondays until
5:15 pm. We hope this will provide some convenience for
working folks.

We are excited to announce that Reconciliation and
Adoration will be held on some Wednesday evenings.
Please see Terri Riesselmann’s column for
details on the first opportunity in Fredonia
coming September 18.
The first opportunity at Our Lady of the
Lakes will be on October 9. Please watch the
cluster bulletin for more information on this
exciting addition!

Our cluster parishes are beginning a Census to update our files. We kindly ask
for your prompt assistance. Please see pages 7 and 8 of this newsletter for
instructions on how to update your information for our parish records.

Meat Raffle
Advance Tickets Sold at: BMO
Harris Bank, Burmesch
Variety Store and Collins Bank
- all located in Random Lake

There will be one winner
of $250 worth of quality
meat. Tickets are $5 each
or 3 for $10.

Donors for Cash Prizes & Printing: American Senior Benefits/Ryan Reilly, Arndt Advertising, Badger Tag,
Cedar Valley Cheese, Collins State Bank, Cory Davis/Baird, Darrell & Pat Davis, Eberhardt Plumbing & Heating,
Gables on the Pond, Krier Realty, Mueller Construction, Our Lady of the Lakes Christian Women,
Our Lady of the Lakes Holy Name, Paint Unlimited, Ritger Law Office, Steffen Plumbing & Heating,
The Sounder, Tom Jaffke, Waldo Service Garage, William Brown Insurance/Ryan Noll

The Human Concerns Committee has a busy fall ahead. During the
month of November, we honor our deceased family and friends by
setting up an Eternal Life Tree on the Blessed Mother’s altar.
Parishioners may bring memorial cards of their loved ones to put
on the tree during the month of November.
We will also be hosting an American Red Cross Blood
Drive on October 24 from 1-6 pm in the OLL Parish
Center. Please feel free to stop in at your convenience.
Appointments are preferred but not necessary.
For All Saints’ Day (a holy day) we will have a 6:30 pm Mass of
Anticipation in Random Lake on Oct. 31 to remember parishioners
who have died during the past year. There will also be an 8 am
Mass in Fredonia on November 1.
Also during November, we seek knitters
to make scarves, mittens and hats for
the Thanksgiving Mitten Tree. The Tree
will be set up at the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service at Zion
United Methodist Church in Batavia held on November 27. These
items will be given to the Food Pantry for distribution.
Please see the bulletin for more events from the Human Concerns
Committee, including the Advent Giving Tree and Gables Gift bags.

The annual Random Lake Ecumenical
Association Fall Education Workshop will
feature a Sheboygan County Aging &
Disability Speaker Series October 8, 15, & 22
in the OLL Parish Center. Watch the bulletin
for further information.
Hunger Walk October 13 at Lakeview
Park in Random Lake. Donations
can be dropped off at the park
between noon and the start of
the walk at 12:30 pm. Proceeds will
benefit the Random Lake Area
Interfaith Food Pantry, the Full Shelf
Food Pantry in West Bend, and The Heifer
Project www.heifer.org, an international
organization that works to combat poverty
around the world. Flyers and pledge sheets
are available at the Our Lady of the Lakes
Parish Office.
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service
November 27 at 7 pm at Zion
United Methodist Church in
Batavia.

OLL Religious Education news from Linda Guokas, DRE
In St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, he says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed…”
(Romans 12:2). My hopes and prayers are that the love of Jesus will continue to abide in, and transform, your
hearts and the hearts of your loved ones, as we journey together in faith throughout the year.
Parents’ Orientation Meeting for Religious Education and Confirmation is September 11.
Parents of students in grades 1-10 meet from 6-7 pm in the Community Room. Those with students
in the final year of Confirmation prep (grade 11) meet at 7 pm.
I am still in need of teacher aides for grades 1 & 2. Please prayerfully consider sharing your love
of Jesus Christ with our youngsters as we journey in faith together. Contact Linda at the Parish Office
for more information.
Religious Education Classes for grades 9-11 start on Sunday, September 15, (snacks at 9:15 am) and for
grades 1-8 on Wednesday, September 18, at 6:15 pm in the gym for opening prayer. If you were not able to
attend, or have not yet registered, there is no time like the present. Once we receive your registration form, we’ll
have a folder for your family with the latest calendar, dates to remember, and retreat permission slips. All
students in grades 7-11 attend one retreat each year. For children preparing to receive First Reconciliation in
December, the Reconciliation Workshop is set for October 21, starting at 6:30 pm in the OLL Parish Center. A
parent and child must attend.
Once again, each class will have the opportunity to lead us in opening prayer before all the children go to
their classrooms. You are invited to join us for these prayer services on Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the gym and
on Sunday mornings at 9:30 am in the Community Room.
Hall Monitors are needed for Wednesday and Sunday classes. Every family is expected to volunteer at least
once. The safety of our students and catechists and the security of our buildings is of utmost importance. During
Religious Education, the doors of the Parish Center will be locked after classes start. This is part of the safety and
security plans developed by our Cluster Safety Committee. Initial sign up will occur at the Parent Meeting on
September 11. Check with Linda for availability to meet this obligation.
Contemporary Choir – Voices of Faith will begin singing at the 8:15 am Mass
on October 13. This choir will practice monthly on the Wednesday prior to singing at
Mass from 6:00-6:30 pm in the Community Room. All those in grade 3 and older (including adults!) are
welcome to sing. Pam Huiras is our director and accompanist. We are looking for instrumentalists also! For
more information, or to sign up, contact Linda Guokas.
Quarterly Family Nights are coming back this year. Over the next four years, we will look at and learn
more about the four pillars of our Catholic Faith: Prayer, The Creed, Morality, and The Sacraments. This year
our Family Night Theme is Prayer. The first Family Night is October 23 for those in grades 6-8 and their
families. We will have a special evening of prayer, games, and storytelling in a small group setting!
Capuchin Holiday Food Box Drive: This fall, OLL Religious Education will be partnering with Capuchin
Community Services in Milwaukee for their Thanksgiving Holiday Food Box Drive. CRE students and families
will receive a letter regarding what to donate during October and November. We’d like parishioners to help us out
by donating boxes of mashed potatoes, canned cranberry sauce, boxes of macaroni and cheese, or a bag of
stuffing. Bins to collect items will be put in the Parish Center after the Ham Dinner. We’ll be filling 25 boxes of
food on November 20.
October is the month of the
Holy Rosary. The Rosary
will be prayed before the
8:15 am Mass in Random
Lake and Sundays at 1 pm in
St. Nicholas.

Memorial All Soul’s Day Services
Oct. 27 - 1 pm Service at St. Nicholas
Cemetery Prayer Services Nov. 2
St. Patrick’s – 10 am
Cascade – 1:30 pm
Random Lake – 4 pm

Project Angel Hugs
(https://www.projectangelhugs.com)
Watch the bulletin for more information on how you
can brighten the life of a child dealing with cancer by
making them a homemade Christmas card or ornament.

The WOMEN OF CHRIST®
CONFERENCE will be held November 9 at
the Washington County Fair Park in West
Bend. This year’s theme is Come and See.
There will be a 4 pm Mass of Anticipation,
Eucharistic Adoration, Confession, and
several exceptional speakers. Group (5 or
more) and online discounts apply. Please
contact Terri Riesselmann (262-945-5778) for
Divine Savior and Amanda Gronemeyer
(920-994-4380) for Our Lady of the Lakes so
we can start forming a group of ladies. For
more information on the conference, please
visit: www.womenofchrist.net

Mini Retreat on Mindfulness & Prayer
Cultivating Peace in a Busy World
Sheboygan’s Catholic Underground Events:
Sept. 15 Trip to The Little Farmer pumpkin
farm following the 10:30 am Mass at Holy
Name.
Sept. 30 Pottery & Pizza-crafting with clay
Oct. 7 Prayer Corners-Exploring various forms of
prayer
*Unless otherwise noted, events are held at the
Reinl Center (824 Superior Ave. Sheboygan).
There is a free dinner at 6:30 pm followed by
activities for the evening.
FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UPDATES:
facebook.com/SheboyganCU

October 10 from 6:30-8 pm
Join us in the Our Lady of the Lakes Parish Center for
an evening filled with prayer, mindfulness, and
serenity. Parishioner, Rene Parker, will lead us as we
learn more about the practice of mindfulness and
focus on fostering peace in the midst of our busy
lives.

Christian Women’s Soup & Salad Dinner
November 7 at 6:30 pm
All women are welcome to attend! Catch up
with friends while enjoying a tasty bowl of soup
and a variety of salads. This event is free and will take
place in the Our Lady of the Lakes Parish Center.

DIVINE SAVIOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM NEWS
Fall is my favorite time of year. I enjoy the coolness of the air, the changing colors
of the trees and the new beginnings of another Faith Formation year. Last spring was
bittersweet for me as I was able to come full circle with some of the students that I
had taught in preschool at St. Mary’s Lake Church several years ago. I watched them,
this past May, receive the Sacrament of Confirmation as juniors in high school. Being able to see the students
grow throughout the years in their spirituality and faith life keeps me motivated to come back each fall with a
renewed sense of hope for the future of our Church.
We began this year’s Faith Formation Program with our parent and student orientation on Sunday,
September 8. During the orientation, we discussed schedules, expectations of the families, security, program
and retreat opportunities, the theme of the year and any changes to the program.
This year we have two new exciting changes. Starting Wednesday, September 18, Father Gideon will be
offering Eucharistic Adoration and confessions starting at 5:00 pm and ending with our rosary at 6:15 pm.
This is open to everyone, as is the rosary and prayer service to follow. Eucharistic Adoration will be offered
on the 3rd Wednesday of each month. The next change is our Sunday morning class. On Sunday morning,
students in grades K5 thru 6th meet for class. (Grades 7-10 meet Wednesday nights and Confirmation has a
choice of either). We will be using this opportunity to transform these little ones into our Divine Savior Prayer
Warriors. If you have anything that you need prayers for, there will be a box at the back of church or you can
email your prayer intentions to me and we will be offering up those intentions during our Sunday morning
rosary with these students. Before each decade of the rosary, students will be reading off the intentions. The
prayers of a child are so powerful, so let our children pray for you. “See that you do not despise one of these
little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.” Matthew 18:10
The theme of our program this year is “Jesus’ real presence in the Eucharist.” One of the main beliefs of
our Catholic faith is the true presence of Christ in the bread and wine after the consecration at communion.
Yet the latest study that just came out last month shows only 1/3 of proclaimed Catholics believe this. This is
truly alarming, but one of the main reasons for this disbelief was simply not having proper explanation or
catechesis about this. Unfortunately, we live in a “seeing is believing” society, but not seeing and still
believing is called faith.
I would also like to take this time to thank all of our volunteers, catechists and supporters of the program.
There is no way to have faith-based programming without volunteers and support from all of you. We need to
always keep in mind that we are one big church family and each member has a role. We are looking forward
to another great year, with many more opportunities and possibilities.
Peace and Prayers, Terri Riesselmann, DRE

An informational meeting was held on Sept. 8 for next summer’s Youth Mission Trip. If you, or someone
you know, is interested in learning more about the trip and were unable to attend the meeting, please
contact Terri Riesselmann or Linda Guokas.

Divine Savior Catholic School
The 2019-2020 school year is off to an amazing start at Divine Savior Catholic School. We are so excited to
welcome 91 students. This is the second year that we have been able to offer both 7th and 8th grade for our students.
We are now able to offer Catholic Education from 3K-8th grade. It is a blessing to share the mission of our school with
so many committed students and families. We are truly grateful for the support offered by both Our Lady of the Lakes
Parish and Divine Savior Parish. Without your support, our school would not be possible.
This year, the Divine Savior Catholic School theme is Soar with the Spirit. During the month of September, our
students and staff will Soar with Kind Words and Actions. We should be a very kind place to be! We are also
introducing our new PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention System) titled S.O.A.R. S.O.A.R will help our students to
learn what our school expectations are in the classroom, in the lunchroom, at recess, in extended day and more.
S.O.A.R stands for: Strive to Shine, Own Your Words & Actions, Always Be Prepared, and Respect God's Creation
Last May, we were awarded a $25,000 grant from the Bruce Krier Foundation. This grant has helped us to reach
our goal of having a STEM classroom, STEM teacher training and STEM materials for all of our students. Amy Dubey,
our middle school math and science teacher, did an amazing job helping to write the grant and getting all of the
materials ordered and organized. We are waiting on a few of the larger items for the STEM room because they are
back ordered, but once they arrive we will be ready to show off our new STEM room!
October is just around the corner, which means DSCS will once again be participating in the Catholic Schools Walk
to help support tuition assistance at our school. We are looking for school families, parishioners, school alumni, and
anyone who believes in Catholic Education to walk with our DSCS team! On October 19, 2019, we will be attending the
“Soles for Catholic Education” Walk at Mount Mary University. When you walk, you remind people of the impact of
Catholic education, celebrate Catholic education with thousands of supporters, and support tuition assistance at DSCS
with the pledges you raise. Register now at: www.catholicschoolswalk.org. Look for the Divine Savior Catholic School
team. All of the funds collected stay right here at DSCS to help our families. We are also collecting new and gently used
shoes, to be donated to the St. Vincent DePaul Society. Shoes can be dropped off at school or Holy Cross Chapel.
Be sure to participate in our Annual Dinner Auction this fall. You can help our PtA raise money by donating an
item, attending the event on Saturday, October 12, or buying raffle tickets. Everyone is welcome to attend. Contact
the school office for more information at 262-692-2141.
Yours in Faith, Principal Lynn Sauer
We are in need of volunteers to serve and usher at the Saturday Masses. If this is the
Mass you frequently attend, please consider volunteering in one of these ministries.
Call the DS Parish Office at 262-692-9994 to volunteer.
St. Ben’s collection - You can drop off your baked goods for St. Ben’s from 8:00 am to
6:30 pm on Wednesday, Sept. 18 and from 8:00-9:30 am on Thursday, Sept. 19 at Pat
Uselding’s house in Belgium.

"That Man Is You!" is returning
again to our Parish! You are invited to
join the Divine Savior Men’s Group
Fall Session starting early (6:00 - 7:00
a.m.) Wednesday mornings starting
September 18, 2019. As we kick off
Year #8, we are excited to offer this
new program to you for no cost. The
title of this brand-new year is "The
Fight Of Faith". It’s presented by 10
dynamic speakers. Please see
https://paradisusdei.org/that-man-isyou/ for more details and please
“Save-The-Date". We are looking
forward to seeing you.
Your DS Men’s Group Core Team

In honor of the 175th Anniversary of the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee, you are invited to take part in 7 DAYS OF SERVICE from
September 22-29, 2019.
There are many ways in which you can be involved in helping
reach out to those in need.
Collect items for Care Bundles that will be put together for folks in need. Items
include such things as bar soap, deodorant, laundry detergent, shampoo, conditioner,
toothbrushes and toothpaste. These items will be distributed through local agencies to
support people who are in most need in our communities. PLEASE DROP OFF ITEMS IN
THE BACK OF OUR CHAPELS OR AT OUR PARISH OFFICES BY MONDAY, SEPT. 23.
Other ideas include: Do some yard work for a neighbor, bake a meal for a family in
need, volunteer to work at or buy some food for one of our local food pantries, become
a baker of our monthly St. Ben’s Meal desserts, offer to clean the house of a
homebound person, plan to visit and/or bring Communion to someone who is lonely,
commit to learn more about the causes of poverty, become a Vincentian by joining the
local St. Vincent de Paul Society Chapter, sign up for the Random Lake Hunger Walk
Oct. 13, volunteer at a local hospital, join a new committee at your parish, become an
usher, server, Eucharistic Minister, sacristan or music minister at your parish, volunteer
to help serve funeral dinners, help at Donut Sunday or Hospitality, sign up as a Big
Brother/Big Sister, and more!

OUR CLUSTER STAFF
Administrator:
Rev. Gideon Buya
920-994-4380 (OLL) or
262-692-9994 (DS)
gbuya@dscsfredonia.org
Deacon: Gerald Malueg
Contact the parish office.
Pastoral Associate:
Deb Hamm
Cell: 262-488-4542
Office: 920-994-4380
ministerofaging@hotmail.com
Business Manager:
Terri Schueller
schueller.terri@outlook.com
OUR CLUSTER SCHOOL
Divine Savior Catholic School
305 Fredonia Ave.
PO Box 250
Fredonia, WI 53021
262-692-2141
Principal Lynn Sauer
lsauer@dscsfredonia.org
Secretary Holly Masengarb
hmasengarb@dscsfredonia.org

help for hurting
relationships…
Do you need help to
improve your marriage? Do
you have trouble
communicating? Deacon
Gerry Malueg offers
pastoral counseling at no
cost, as a ministry of our
cluster parishes. Call the
parish office in Fredonia at
262-692-9994 to set up an
appointment.
Advocates of Ozaukee
County - Millions of people
are dealing with violence at
home. Although it is usually
hidden, this kind of abuse is
common and affects people
from many different walks
of life. For Support Services,
call 262-284-6902 or toll
free: 1-877-375-4034.
Divorce Resources are
available for parishioners
who might need them. Call
Deb Hamm to see what is
available to help you heal.

Our Lady of the Lakes
Parish Office
230 Butler St.
Random Lake, WI 53075
920-994-4380
Fax: 920-994-2605
ourladyrlp@archmil.org
www.ourladylakes.org
Our Lady of the Lakes
Parish Staff
Secretary: Susan Risch
rischs@archmil.org
Director of Religious
Education: Linda Guokas
lindag.dre@outlook.com
Outreach Coordinator:
Amanda Gronemeyer
Cell: 920-447-2530
a.outreach.gronemeyer13@gmail.com

Divine Savior Parish Office
305 Fredonia Ave.
P.O. Box 250
Fredonia, WI 53021
divinesavior@archmil.org
262-692-9994
divinesavior.weconnect.com
Divine Savior Parish Staff
Secretary: Pam Smith
psmith@dscsfredonia.org
Director of Religious
Education:
Terri Riesselmann
cell: 262-945-5778
riesselmannt@gmail.com

The Movie All Saints will be
shown on Sept. 16. Based on a
true story of salesman-turnedpastor Michael Spurlock, the tiny
church he was ordered to shut
down, and a group of refugees
from Southeast Asia. Together,
they risked everything to plant
seeds for a future that might just
save them all (from movie jacket).
PG. 109 minutes. Bring your own
snacks.

Update on Divine Savior buildings:

We are in the final stages of the sale of St.
Mary’s, Little Kohler Chapel. After the sale, it will be
WHEN YOU HAVE A CHANGE OF ADDRESS, known as the St. Mary’s Foundation.
We have had a number of people call with
WISH TO RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT
inquiries about purchasing St. Mary’s Chapel in Lake
HOME, NEED ANOINTING OF THE SICK, OR
Church, but have not yet had any offers.
ARE ADMITTED TO A HOSPITAL.
Three of the church bells in Lake Church will be
donated to Fr. Jim Weyker for his mission church in
Tanzania.
SACRAMENTS
We are looking into the possibility of selling the
Adult Confirmation – We have one
altars in the Chapel.
adult that will begin preparation soon
Several weeks ago, a large tree fell down near the
for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Holy Cross rectory. It missed the building by just
Are you an adult who has not yet
about one foot. It landed on and damaged a smaller
been confirmed? Would you like to
tree. Both trees were promptly removed by parish
join the group? If so, contact Deb
volunteers.
Thanks to the generosity of the Jim and Mary
Hamm as soon as possible.
Eischen Family and the Lamont and Mary Jane
RCIA - The process by which an adult Lukens family, along with fundraising efforts, the
joins the Church is called the Rite of
DSCS kitchen has been completely remodeled. It now
Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). sports stainless steel countertops and tables. Perhaps,
We have two people interested in
the favorite feature is a new automatic dishwasher.
(Fish fry volunteers rejoice!) It will be great for fish
becoming Catholic. If you know
fries, funerals and other school and parish events.
anyone who would also like to
The chimney at the former convent building at
become Catholic, contact Deb Hamm
Holy
Cross was leaking and has been repaired.
with questions. If you begin the
Divine Savior is looking for someone to do our
process and later change your mind,
snow removal and salting at Holy Cross Chapel and
please know that there will be no
parking lot. If interested, please submit bids to the
pressure placed on you to continue
Parish Office by Monday, Sept. 30.
with the preparation classes.

PLEASE NOTIFY YOUR PARISH OFFICE

Update on
Baptism Class – Our next Baptism
Our Lady of the Lakes buildings:
Class will be offered in November
We still need $13,000 to pay off the remainder of
with the date and time TBD. Please
the
costs on the Random Lake Renovation Project.
contact Deb Hamm if you have a child
The
floor in St. Mary’s Chapel in Random Lake
you want to be baptized. Consider
has been redone.
taking the class while you are
There will soon be storm windows installed on the
pregnant.
outer windows of St. Mary’s Chapel.
A Safety Railing is scheduled to be installed in the
back of St. Mary’s Chapel in Random Lake.

IT’S TIME TO UPDATE THE PARISH CENSUS!
You have two options to update your information.

Option 1: ONLINE

Option 2: COMPLETE ENCLOSED FORM
Divine Savior Congregation and Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Congregation have a new system, called My
Own Church. You now have the ability to update your own family information! All you need to do is visit your
parish website, click on the My Own Church button, and create an account. Then, the parish office will
approve your account, and you’ll be able to update all of your family information, including names, addresses,
phone numbers and email addresses.
Here are a few things you’re going to love about My Own Church:

Accurate records! Whether we’re preparing sacramental certificates or getting in touch by phone,
mail, or email, having up-to-date information, with properly spelled names for all your family
members, helps us to serve you better.

Fewer forms! My Own Church integrates with the other systems we use, so you’ll only have to
update your information in one place.

Tax statements and giving history! Download your tax statement electronically without waiting for
the mail. View your family giving history anytime you like – no need to ask for a statement. It’s all
at your fingertips, but behind a confidential secure login.
If you have any questions, please contact the Parish Office.

Frequently Asked Questions:
Is my Giving History confidential in My
Own Church?
Yes. Your account permits you to see
the giving history only for your family.
You cannot see anyone else’s giving
history, and they cannot see yours.
If I update my record in My Own
Church, will I still need to update my
information for religious education?
No. My Own Church is connected with
the church’s main system. Make a
change just once and, once we accept
your update, it will be available to
every staff member and volunteer who
uses our software.
How do I keep my information
private?
Your church’s member lists are
available only to other church families
that have authorized accounts. The
member lists are not available publicly
on the Internet.

If you wish to keep your information
private from church listings, uncheck
the Publish box in your Family Detail
record to set your phone, email, photo,
and address as unlisted.

and Password fields. Enter your
information to receive a reminder at the
authenticated email address you
provided when you first set up your
account.

I made some changes to my
information. Why aren’t they showing
up in My Own Church?
All updates must be reviewed by our
staff administrator. Once we accept
your changes, you’ll see them in My
Own Church, and your record in our
main church database will be updated
for all church ministries.

My Own Church isn’t working in my
browser. What’s the trouble?
For security reasons, My Own Church
works in Internet Explorer 8.0+, Firefox
3.0+, Safari 3.0+ and Chrome 2.0+.

I recently created an account…why
can’t I log in?
If your account is new (i.e., created
within the last day or two), your church
administrator may not have authorized
your username and password yet.
I forgot my account login…what do I
do?
Visit the site and click the Lost Password
link, located just below the Username

Do I ever need to use My Own Church
again, or is this a one-time deal?
Please save your account information.
Your giving history is handy to have
online, and if you move, get a new
email, or change phone numbers, we’d
like you to log in and update your
record. Plus, as our software provider
adds functionality to the system, we’ll
have new and convenient ways to help
keep you connected with parish life
through the My Own Church portal.

