
Our Lady of the Lakes Pastoral Council Minutes 

9.29.2020 

In-Person OLL Parish Center with Zoom Option 

Chairperson, Peter Bemis called the Our Lady of the Lakes Pastoral Council Meeting to order at 6:04 

pm. Approval of the PC Minutes were done via email following the 7.28.2020 meeting. 

Members Present:  Father Gideon Buya, Peter Bemis, Jacob Birenbaum, Jim Barton, Jennifer Delwiche, 

Jenny Leider, Rich Schwab, Rose Vander Velden, Antonette Zellmer 

Members Not Present: Chad Keller, Brian Smith 

Members Excused: Gary Feider 

Guests present:  Amanda Gronemeyer, Linda Guokas, Leon Jacoby 

Guest Comments:  Leon Jacoby suggested an additional Mass at Dacada to help getting more people 

back to Mass while social distancing. He also shared information about All Soul’s Day services.  

 

Father Gideon / Pastor’s Report & Worship Update:  Father Gideon extended thanks to the ushers and 

the individuals that have been cleaning.  Father would like more people to volunteer to do these duties 

so he is going to invite people to stay after Mass to clean.  We still need to be cautious, but people are 

coming back. There have not been any COVID cases connected to Mass attendance.  There have been 

weddings and close to 10 baptisms. The Archdiocese has an initiative with 3 focus points: 1. To welcome 

people back to church with a safe environment, hospitality, and through invitations. 2. A focus on the 

real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. 3. Sunday is a day of worship, prayer, and a family day. The 

Archdiocese will be offering resources for the initiative. 

 

School Update by Lynn Sauer, DSCS Principal:  Students are back to school 5 days a week with some 

attending virtually.  AIMS testing that helps inform instruction was completed by all students. The 

teachers are working very hard to manage the technology for the virtual students. The students who 

are at home are feeling included through the use of technology. The staff is working to transition to 

standards-based grading. Students are getting used to self-assessment and numerical grading.  The 

parish helped to pay for the addition of 4-square and basketball lines on the playground when the 

parking lines were painted. Thanks go to Terri Schueller for asking the painters if they could do it.  Carla 

Schueller is working on the outdoor classroom thanks to the Bruce Krier grant. Jennifer Thill is teaching 

grades 5-8 Social Studies as well as doing reading support. Jessie Eischen is back serving lunch and 

managing the kitchen.  Bill Macholl, Paige Pierson and Judi Winker are working hard on the cleaning 

team.  Gary Fatla also helps with the cleaning on the weekends after Religious Education classes.  The 



SOAR Back – COVID-19 plan includes a cleaning log, student temperature log, and a staff daily health 

screening.  The teachers and students are wearing masks as much as possible.  There is a Wednesday 

prayer board and a monthly prayer service.  In October there will be a socially distanced prayer service 

in church.  The staff joins for prayer each morning in the gym.  There was adoration on September 25th. 

The students are enjoying Father Gideon’s classroom visits.  There was a good response to the food 

pantry food drive. As a part of a 9/11 Remembrance, the students made cards for first responders. 

There are currently 102 students enrolled.   

 

Staff Updates 

 Linda Guokas/ Religious Education: There have been 2 in-person classes. Enrollment includes 

74 pupils from 47 families. A few are homeschooling with guidance provided. First Communion 

and Confirmation took place in August and September. There will be a First Reconciliation 

workshop on October 20.  There are six students preparing for First Communion and seven 

students preparing for Confirmation in 2021. Archbishop Listecki is scheduled to be the celebrant 

for the 2021 Confirmation service.  

 Deb Hamm / Pastoral Associate:  Deb was unable to attend. The Discipleship Maker Index data 

is now available.  We will discuss it at a future meeting.  

 Amanda Gronemeyer: The Family of Faith Prayer group is doing a Consecration to Mary on 

Wednesday, October 7 after the morning Mass. The Baby Bottle Campaign is currently taking 

place.  Bottles are available at both churches.  Please return bottles by October 25.  The cluster 

will be doing the college collection from October 10 until November 11. Students from DS will 

help back the boxes. The Women of Christ Conference will be held in small groups at parishes.  

The cluster conference will be held at OLL Parish Center on October 31 from 1:30-4:00. 

Participants will watch recordings of the presenters. There will be the opportunity for 

reconciliation and Mass at Holy Cross at 4:30. Spots are limited and must be reserved with 

Amanda. The Random Lake Area Ecumenical Association’s Fall Education Series will be virtual on 

Facebook.  Each presentation will focus on seeing God in art. OLL’s presentation will be on 

October 6.  

 

Committee Reports 

 Prayer & Worship:  The teams are back doing the Sacristy preparation. On November 2, All Souls 

Day, there will be memorial services at the cemeteries in Random Lake, Adell and Dacada.  There 

will also be a service at St. Nicholas Church. There will be bulletin and pulpit announcements and 

an article in the Sounder. The next meeting is October 5 at 6:30. 

 Christian Formation/Evangelization:   The committee has not met.  See Linda Guokas’ report 

above.  



 Human Concerns:  There will be a blood drive for Red Cross on Monday, October 12 from noon 

– 4:30.  The Eternal Life tree will be set up on Mary’s altar on October 28 and it will stay up 

throughout November to remember our deceased relatives and friends. Parishioners who have 

lost someone during 2020 will be sent a letter informing them about the tree and inviting them 

to Mass on November 1, All Saints Day. Names of the deceased will be read at Mass during the 

petitions. The Advent Giving Tree will likely collect items for Mary’s Room, the food pantry and 

Divine Savior School.  Discussion will continue at the next meeting.  Many ideas were shared for 

Gables Christmas bags, but the activities director feels that residents would prefer the gift bag. 

Discussion will continue at the next meeting.  Christmas cards will again be sent to homebound 

parishioners.  The next meeting is on October 6 at 6:30. 

 Stewardship/Outreach:   Have not had a need to meet. May be having a meeting soon.  

 Finance Council Update:  No update was available from the August meeting. 

Old Business:  

 Pastoral Council Discernment Timing: The Archdiocese is allowing an extension of time and there 

has been discussion about extending everyone’s term for one year until things are more stable.  

Jenny Leider, Rich Schwab and Antonette are willing to continue on the council for the additional 

year.  Discussion will continue on how to have the terms run next year.  

New Business:  

 Annual Meeting: The annual meeting will be held on November 8 in church following Mass. Father 

will get a sub for Mass at DS. The meeting, which will include committee reports and a financial 

report, will be live streamed on Facebook.  

 Getting People Back to Mass: The church is currently at 25% capacity when skipping every other 

pew. The ushers are seating the people in alternating positions and allowing individuals to sit 

together when they are part of a social circle. In recent weeks there have been 10-12 people in the 

Parish Center overflow. If we reach our overflow capacity, we can explore other options.  Monday 

and Wednesday Masses have less attendance so there is more room in church.  

 

Rich Schwab made a motion to adjourn at 7:06 pm, Jacob Birenbaum seconded. 

Next meeting: November 24 at 6:00 pm at Our Lady of the Lakes Community Room with Zoom option. 

Jim Barton will do the opening prayer for the next meeting.  Antonette Zellmer will do the closing prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,   

Rose Vander Velden, OLL Pastoral Council Secretary 


