
OLL St. Vincent de Paul Society Discernment Meeting 
1.10.2020, Noon Luncheon 

 
Karen McCabe opened the meeting and Ed led the opening prayer as all those in attendance 
read the spiritual reading and reflection together. 
 
Attendees from OLL: 
Father Gideon, Karen McCabe, Jim Steffen, Stevie Ritger, Ed Ritger, Martha Nenning, 
Amanda Gronemeyer, Diane Goschey, Leon Jacoby, Rose Vander Velden 
Guests: Lovey Vollrath - Sheboygan District Council Vice President, Jerome Schleicher - 
Blessed Trinity Rural President, Terry Mahler Vincentian from Our Shepherd of the Hills, 
former DRE at OLL 
 
Minutes were reviewed from the last meeting. 
Discussion: Jerome, Lovey, and Terry shared information about their conferences and all 
mentioned that the home visits are just a part of their work. Other service includes taking 
communion to homebound, praying the rosary, volunteering at the store and food pantry, 
and helping with financial needs.  Individuals who get assistance from SSVdP are 
encouraged to take part in the Getting Ahead program, a series of workshops designed to 
create pathways out of poverty.  SSVdP conferences offer support for the Getting Ahead 
program by assisting with transportation, meals, and babysitting needs. The next step will 
be to provide mentors to the Getting Ahead program participants.  
  
History of SSVdP 

 A DVD about the history of SSVdP was viewed.  
 
Home Visits 

 Karen went on a home visit in Random Lake with some Blessed Trinity members.  A 
neighbor in need was given assistance with his increased rent needs as well as a gas 
card.  

 Jim also went on a home visit with Jerome.  Rent assistance was given to a neighbor 
in need who had restricted work hours due to health issues. They may do a follow 
up visit.  

 
Discussion on Home Visits:  

 Some conferences have a cap on their financial assistance for an individual per year. 
Money is paid directly to landlords or to utility companies.  Landlords need to have 
a W9 form. Gas cards and Piggly Wiggly cards are also given.  Neighbors in need are 
encouraged to visit the food pantry as well.  

 If we start a conference, we will be given the tax-exempt number for the Sheboygan 
County District Council.  The district shares one number. We will also be given funds 
from the Sheboygan St. Vincent de Paul Store.    

 In September a financial report must be given.  October is the start of the financial 
year.  



 Father Gideon suggested having a monthly collection at Mass to help provide funds.  
Terry encouraged us to use bulletin announcements to educate the parish 
community about the good works being done.  Recruiting tools were also discussed 
such as bulletin announcements and speakers at Mass. Inform the parish about what 
help is being given to our neighbors in need. (Do not include the money amount.)  
Stress that all donations go directly to people in need in the community. 

 The local parish conference will need an account and a checkbook from Wisconsin 
Bank and Trust.  

 Neighbors in need call the store. The store calls the Vincentian from our Conference 
who is on call for that week.  The Vincentian calls the neighbor in need to assess the 
situation and possibly sets up a home visit. It is important to note that the personal 
phone numbers of Vincentians should not be shared. To ensure that your private 
phone number is not visible when calling the neighbor in need, dial *67 before the 
number.   

 A district secretary keeps a history of the assistance given to neighbors in need.  The 
history is emailed to the person who will do the home visit. A report of the visit is 
given back to the district secretary. 

 Archdiocese safeguarding training is not needed for Vincentians unless we are 
working with children (such as providing babysitting service for Getting Ahead 
participants). 

 Reimbursement is available for mileage for home visits and training attendance. 
Keep track of mileage for home visits and trainings even if you don’t want to be 
reimbursed.  

 
Needs and Service Opportunities  

 Start the home visits to learn what the needs are.  
 We need to increase our knowledge of how to help people beyond financial 

assistance. 
o Get the list of resources from Sheboygan District. 
o Offer the Getting Ahead Program in the parish 

 Strengthen our connection to the Interfaith Food Pantry in Adell 
 Contact Country Harbor subsidized housing. 
 We pray the Rosary and take communion to Gables on the Pond residents.  Is there 

more that we can do?  
 
Discernment Decision 

 Ed made a motion and Jim seconded to start a SSVdP conference at OLL beginning 
today.  All in attendance approved.   

 Officers were chosen: 
o President:  Karen McCabe 
o Vice President:  Ed Ritger 
o Treasurer: Jim Steffen 
o Secretary: Rose Vander Velden 
o Spiritual Advisor: will rotate for each monthly meeting 



 Karen will attend the Sheboygan County District meeting on the 3rd Monday of every 
other month. 

 A tentative meeting date and time was chosen: Monthly, second Monday, at 6:30 pm.  
(Need to confirm with Father Gideon and Susan Risch.) Next meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for February 10 at 6:30 in the Parish Center.  

 
Next Steps 

 Let Father Gideon and Susan know our tentative meeting date. 
 Report to the parish council on our decision to start a conference.  
 Determine whose permission is needed to do a second collection at Mass?  
 Decide what will our perimeters be for the area that our conference will serve. 
 How often will we serve a neighbor in need? (Once a year? Twice?) 
 Guidelines will need to be established for how much financial assistance we can give 

an individual per year. 
 Set up a bank account with Wisconsin Bank and Trust.  Will need 3 people 

authorized to sign checks.  
 Jerome will call Jim for the next home visit. 
 There will be an upcoming commitment Mass for new OLL Vincentians, possibly in 

February.  
 Who can attend the SSVdP conference in June (11-13)?  Funds are available from 

Sheboygan Country District SSVdP.  
 Attend Ozanam training 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rose Vander Velden, Secretary 

 
 


