
Our Lady of the Lakes Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 

Minutes for Conference Meeting 

 February 10, 2020, 6:30 pm 

SSVdP Mission Statement:  A network of friends, inspired by Gospel values, 

growing in holiness and building a more just world through personal relationships 

with and service to people in need. 

Members Present:  Karen McCabe, Ed Ritger, Jim Steffen, Rose Vander Velden, 

Leon Jacoby, Martha Nennig, Stevie Ritger, Bonnie Steffen, Wayne Vander Velden 

Members Unable to Attend: Amanda Gronemeyer, Bonnie Neumann 

Guests Present: Matthew & Loretta Brockmeier, Joe Birenbaum, Pat Davis, 

Elizabeth Jentges, Sue Mroz, Marilynn Sabec, Jerome & Evelynn Schleicher, 

Antonette Zellmer  

Opening Prayer: The opening prayer was led by Karen McCabe, with the spiritual 

reading and reflection led by Stevie Ritger, Bonnie Steffen, and Jim Steffen. 

Guests were welcomed.  

Random Lake Area Interfaith Food Pantry Discussion 

Representatives from the Random Lake Area Interfaith Food Pantry, Matthew 

& Loretta Brockmeier, shared information about the pantry located at 310 Center 

Street in Adell next to Emmanuel Lutheran Church. The pantry is open every 

Tuesday morning from 9:00-11:30 am. except the week after Christmas. It is also 

open on the second Tuesday of the month in the evening from 5:00-7:00 pm. 

Contact information includes:  Random Lake Area Interfaith Food Pantry phone 

number: 920-447-2293, email randomlakepantry@gmail.com or a private 

message can be sent to the Random Lake Area Interfaith Food Pantry Facebook 

page. 

The pantry serves southern Sheboygan County and a bit of northern Ozaukee 

County including the villages of Adell, Random Lake, Cedar Grove, Hingham, and 

Oostburg. The need varies, and currently the pantry serves approximately 50-60 

families per month. Families can utilize the pantry once a month to supplement 

mailto:randomlakepantry@gmail.com


their food so that they can use their monetary resources for other purposes. 

Families choose their own food based on the size of their family. The food comes 

from government commodities, food drives, church collections, monetary 

donations, and from the Sheboygan County food bank as needed. Some items are 

always available on the shelves. The food pantry also does Christmas Giving Tree 

collections to provide other items that families may need such as clothing and 

toys for children.  A tip sheet for food pantry donations was shared and is 

attached to the minutes.  

There are well defined geographic areas for the pantry, so if someone visits 

the pantry and does not live in the correct geographic area, they are given food at 

this one time visit and are directed to the correct pantry if they have further 

needs.  Annually, participants must self-declare their income and an ID and proof 

of address for every person in the household is required. This is waived for the 

homeless, the undocumented, migrants, and victims of domestic abuse.  

Volunteers sign a privacy statement.  Outside of the pantry, privacy is 

respected and nothing is said about the participants. When participants come for 

the first time, they are often distraught and feel humiliated.  The food pantry 

volunteers do their best to bring comfort and joy to these people in need.  The 

Brockmeiers shared stories of the influence of the Holy Spirit when the food 

pantry has had just what a participant needed.  

 

How Can OLL SSVdP help The Random Lake Area Interfaith Food Pantry?  

 When a neighbor in need has a food crisis, have the individual call the food 
pantry number: 920-447-2293. Neighbors in need do not have to wait for 
the pantry to be open to call.  The pantry will be opened for them to get 
what they need. 

 On the first Tuesday of the month, the pantry needs volunteers who have a 
truck and trailer to drive and pick up food from the government 
commodities program in Sheboygan.  

 On the first Tuesday of the month, volunteers are needed to help organize 
commodities. 

 On any Tuesday of the month, volunteers can deliver food to people who 
have signed for a proxy to pick up their food for them.  



 On any Tuesday of the month, substitute volunteers are needed to fill in 
when a regular volunteer is absent.    

 On varying days, volunteers are needed for special pick-ups from grocery 
stores such as Piggly Wiggly and Costco Bakery in Plymouth, Saukville, and 
Grafton. 

 An ongoing Coordinator of Volunteers is needed to make sure volunteer 
positions are covered if someone can’t make it on their assigned Tuesday. 

 OLL SSVdP can arrange a field trip visit to tour the food pantry.   

 OLL SSVdP Vincentians who wish to volunteer and will have direct contact 
serving food pantry participants will need to take Civil Rights Training with 
Mr. Brockmeier. Annual refresher Civil Rights training is done in the 
beginning of October and as new people start. We can arrange a group 
training.  

 OLL SSVdP can also volunteer at the Sheboygan Food Bank. One week per 
month for 3 out of the 5 days, Sheboygan County SSVdP Conferences are 
staffing this pantry.  

 OLL SSVdP can post information on the Random Lake Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry bulletin board. The Sheboygan Store number would be posted and 
neighbors could then be referred to us.  

Review of Minutes from January 10, 2020:  Jim Steffen made a motion to 
approve the January minutes and Bonnie Steffen seconded the motion. 
Membership information was verified. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Jim started process of getting a bank account through 
Wisconsin Bank and Trust. When the account is finalized, we will get a checkbook. 
The Sheboygan District provided a laptop for our financial reports. Jim attended a 
SSVdP treasurers meeting. Revenue sources include: The Sheboygan SSVdP store, 
OLL 5th Sunday of the month collections (pending OLL Finance Council approval), 
and fund raisers.  When offering financial help that includes a donation to a 
vendor, you need to verify that the vendor (such as a landlord or business) has a 
W9 form on file with Sheboygan County SSVdP. Jim has a list of vendors.  If the 
vendor is not on the list, a W9 form, that includes a tax ID, needs to be filled out 
before they are given a check.  The W9 form can be sent directly to Sheboygan 
SSVdP or it can be given it back to us.  
 



Sheboygan Council Next Steps: Karen went to the Sheboygan District Council 
meeting. Karen will contact Deb Wilke and Lovey Vollrath for help in formally 
setting up the OLL SSVdP Conference.  
 
Visits and Special Works:  Jerome and Evelynn Schleicher reported that there 
have not been any home visits in our area in January or February thus far. We 
need to decide how we will do the visits.  Sheboygan Falls Rural group will be our 
mentor and we’ll do visits with them until we are set up. Beginning at the next 
meeting in March, we will share what we have done for special works such as 
praying the rosary or communion visits at Gables on the Pond.  Please remember 
to report your mileage for home visits so that it can be included in an annual 
report.  
 
How Can We Better Advertise SSVdP: It appears that “word of mouth” has been 
the primary way to advertise the help that SSVdP can offer.  We’d like to do a 
better job of making people aware that SSVdP is available for help. Suggestions 
included: 

 List of resources:  Karen asked Deb Wilke for a list of resources. We should 
have copies available to give people. 

 We need to put out more information fliers about calling SSVdP for help on 
bulletin boards and at churches. We can post the Sheboygan Store contact 
number:  Tara Brown: 920-457-4844 ext. 101 

 Put a poster up at the food pantry and the library 

 Advertise on the back of the cluster bulletin 

 When we do a visit, give a leaflet with our church information. We need to 
put this together.  
 

New Business: 

 A summary of what OLL SSVdP does and a group picture are needed for the 
new cluster website. Karen will type up a summary and will email it to 
members for input. 

 There will be a Ministry Fair at hospitality on March 22. We will have a table 
and poster.  We could have a promotional handout.  We will discuss the 
handout and who will man the table at the March meeting. 

 There is a SSVdP Spiritual Retreat in Brookfield on February 15.  Karen and 
Rose plan to attend. 



 The SSVdP Regional Conference will be on June 11-13 in Milwaukee. More 
information will be shared at future meetings.  

 Welcome to new members: Joe Birenbaum, Pat Davis, Elizabeth Jentges, 
and Marilynn Sabec. 

The meeting closed with prayer. The next meeting will be on Monday, March 9 
at 6:30pm in the OLL parish center. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rose Vander Velden, Secretary 
 
 



 


