
Our Lady of the Lakes Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
Minutes for Conference Meeting 

 May 5, 2020, 6:30 pm 
 

SSVdP Mission Statement:  A network of friends, inspired by Gospel values, growing in holiness 

and building a more just world through personal relationships with and service to people in 

need. 

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, this meeting was held virtually using Zoom Video Conferencing. 

Some members were unable to access the technology.   

Members Present:  Karen McCabe, Ed Ritger, Jim Steffen, Rose Vander Velden, Joe Birenbaum, 

Amanda Gronemeyer, Leon Jacoby, Elizabeth Jentges, Bonnie Neumann, Stevie Ritger, Bonnie 

Steffen, Wayne Vander Velden,  

Members Unable to Attend: Pat Davis, Judie Longrie, Martha Nennig, Marilynn Sabec 

Guests Present:  Reverend Gideon Buya, Linda & Phil Schmit 

Opening Prayer: An opening prayer was read together by the group.  

Treasurer’s Report: Jim was able to spend time with an on-line trainer for how to use the bank 

functions.  He is still working on getting checks and routing numbers.  

Vincentians report on Visits and Special Works since last meeting: 

 Jim made phone contact with a neighbor that he had visited in Random Lake.  He shared 

the phone number for the food pantry with her. She was grateful for the contact. 

 Bonnie and Amanda gathered left over children’s items such as coloring books, crayons 

and bubbles from the Fall Festival and donated them to the Random Lake Interfaith 

Food Pantry.  

 Elizabeth sent an anniversary card to someone after hearing about it through Father 

Gideon’s Mass announcements.  

 Joe and Leon are going to pick up apples on Thursday from the Sheboygan Food Pantry 

to take to the Random Lake Interfaith Food Pantry.  

 Stevie and Bonnie made masks to donate.  There is a box with available masks in the 

back porch of the Parish Office.  

Update on the Parish Community from Father Gideon:   

Father expressed thanks to the group for the initiative of getting together. The COVID-

19 Pandemic is a challenge, but there is the opportunity of getting closer to those we are with 

and there is time for more prayer. Father encourages everyone to keep their sense of joy and 



optimism. He has been chatting with families and many have a desire to help. Some are 

frustrated with not being able to gather for the Eucharist. Public Masses will begin May 31st 

following social distancing and safety directives from the Archdiocese.  25% of church capacity 

will be allowed which is about 80 people in church in alternating pews.  Only 4 people will be 

allowed in a pew unless they are a family.  The parish center overflow may also be used at 25% 

capacity. Eucharist may only be received in the hand and there will only be one Eucharistic 

minister wearing a mask.  There will be no contact during the sign of peace. Attendees will be 

encouraged to wear masks.  Following the directives, Father is only allowed to say one Mass, in 

one place per day. Therefore, the Saturday Mass will be at Divine Savior and Sunday Mass will 

be at Our Lady of the Lakes.  In-person weekday Masses will not resume at this time. 

Dispensation from Sunday Mass is currently in effect until July 5th. Online Masses, daily and 

weekend, will continue via Facebook Live and will continue to be posted to the parish website 

for later viewing.  We need to be safe and responsible so we cannot take the Eucharist to 

people.    

 

RL Interfaith Food Pantry update: 

The food pantry is operating with a limited staff.  They are now accepting donations.  

There is a need for hygiene items. There was a discussion about having a parish food drive in 

conjunction with the blood drive that is scheduled for May 15th.  Amanda and Karen will contact 

the chairperson of the Human Concerns Committee, Suzanne Biedenbender, and the blood 

drive coordinator, Pat Davis, about this possibility.   

 The first Tuesday of the month beginning in June, volunteers are needed to help load 

and move pallets of food from the Sheboygan food pantry to the Adell food pantry. Would 

there be high school athletes that could help? 

 

SSVdP Posters: 

 Elizabeth created posters to advertise SSVdP. Suggestions of places to hang the posters 

included: The Random Lake, Adell, Cedar Grove and Oostburg post offices, the Cedar Grove and 

Oostburg Piggly Wiggly, bank windows, and the ADRC at St. Paul’s church.  It may also be 

possible to use the library electronic sign. We could hand out half sheets of information at the 

upcoming blood drive.  

Amanda will put information on the OLL SSVdP page of the new Divine Savior and Our 

Lady of the Lakes Catholic Cluster Website.  https://www.dsoll.org 

The phone number listed on the posters is the Sheboygan District contact number so 

when neighbors in need contact the number, they will be directed to the conference for their 

area. Ed has colored paper and will print the posters. 

 

 

https://www.dsoll.org/


Sheboygan District Council Updates: 

There have not been any calls for help in our area, possibly because there is a 

moratorium on utilities cut offs and rent payments.  The district recommends allowing help 

with utility payments on a case by case basis with encouragement to set up repayment plan. 

Starting May 11, donations will be accepted at the Sheboygan SVdP store.  Only paid 

employees will be working in store for now and the store will remain closed to shoppers.  They 

are hoping to open to shoppers in June depending upon the Stay at Home order.  

The Sheboygan District has Facebook pages including:  

 SVdP Sheboygan:   https://www.facebook.com/SVDPSheboygan/ 

 St Vincent De Paul (store):   https://www.facebook.com/St-Vincent-De-Paul-

111995622196819/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-

R&eid=ARDkRRQqnoBMtH9pJQFGsxDXEYh4gKh1SKcvpxHT521wrtCGqmeTmNJoFLlIzAM

6nFtWy3jkaankB2eK  

 Mary’s Room Sheboygan:   https://www.facebook.com/Marys-Room-Sheboygan-

1036750249707234/ 

Membership List:   

Rose will update and send out a new list including new member, Judie Longrie. Phil and 

Linda Schmitt would like to stay on the email chain.  

 

Serving in Hope Training Module: 

 The Sheboygan District ordered Serving in Hope training booklets for us.  This module of 

training focusses on home visits.  Karen will place the booklets on the back porch of the Parish 

Center. They will be labeled with member names, so please look for yours.  

 

SSVdP North Central Regional Meeting:  

The regional meeting scheduled for June in Waukesha has now been transformed into a 

virtual meeting over the weeks of May 4 - 18. There will be 18 webinars offered. The length of 

each webinar is 1 ½ hours. This will be a wonderful learning opportunity to become familiar 

with SSVdP.  Please check out the link to register for any of the webinars that may be of interest 

to you: 

https://meetingssvdpusa.regfox.com/north-central-virtual-regional-meeting   

There is no cost and you can join these in the comfort of your own home!  They are 

asking for donations to the NCR scholarship fund that provides assistance to conferences that 

cannot afford to send Vincentians to training sessions and regional meetings in the 

future.  They will be using Zoom for the sessions so there is the need to register in advance to 

have the links sent to you. You can register at any time during the weeks of May 4-18, so there 

are still many opportunities to join in the webinars. On May 11th, there will be two webinars on 
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home visits (10:00 and 7:00). At the close of the conference, the webinars will be posted for 

later viewing.  

 

Future Business: 

We still have a lot of work to do to get set up including bylaws, service area boundaries, 

and guidelines for our home visits.  Business cards should also be created. We could include 

“You have been visited today by Our Lady of the Lakes Society of Saint Vincent de Paul.” on the 

back of the card.   

Closing Prayer:  Our meeting closed at 8:00 with everyone praying the Hail Mary and a blessing 

by Father Gideon.   

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 9 at 6:30 pm.  The decision to have a video 

conference meeting or an in-person meeting will be made closer to that date.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rose Vander Velden, Secretary 


