
Our Lady of the Lakes Society of Saint Vincent de Paul 
Minutes for Conference Meeting 

 June 9, 2020, 6:30 pm 
 

SSVdP Mission Statement:  A network of friends, inspired by Gospel values, growing in holiness 

and building a more just world through personal relationships with and service to people in 

need. 

Members Present:  Karen McCabe, Ed Ritger, Jim Steffen, Rose Vander Velden, Joe Birenbaum, 

Pat Davis, Leon Jacoby, Judie Longrie, Elizabeth Jentges, Bonnie Neumann, Stevie Ritger, Bonnie 

Steffen, Wayne Vander Velden 

Members Unable to Attend: Amanda Gronemeyer, Martha Nennig, and Marilynn Sabec 

Opening Prayer/Spiritual Reading and Reflection: The opening prayer was led by Karen, with 

the spiritual reading and reflection led by Stevie.  

Serving in Hope Training Module: Thank you to everyone for picking up their books. There was 

a discussion about when to start the module. We considered whether to wait until we can meet 

in person, or to start utilizing the Zoom meeting. The decision was made to try doing it during 

the Zoom meeting. Karen will assign sections to read ahead of time. Rose will show the video 

from her computer via a shared screen and will lead a discussion following the video.   

The Rule of the International Confederation of St. Vincent de Paul: The Rule states the 

vocation, organization and mission of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. It was suggested that 

we could read the Rule booklet by adding a few sections to the agenda for each meeting.  

Review of Minutes from May 5,2020:  Jim made a motion to approve the May 5, 2020 minutes 
and Ed seconded the motion.  There was a discussion about approving the minutes by 
consensus rather than following Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: We have $4000 in our account from the Sheboygan District Council.  Jim is 
continuing to work with the Sheboygan Falls Wisconsin Bank and Trust office to get the bank 
account number, a routing number and checks.  We do have guest checks and deposit slips that 
can be used.  There was a discussion about what the logo/name should be on the checks. Dave 
Majerus from the Plymouth SSVdP Conference is going to give Jim lessons on how to use Quick 
Books for the accounting records.   

May 31st was the fifth Sunday of the month so there was a special SSVdP collection at 

Mass. Due to COVID-19 rules there can only be one basket set out for the collection. Because all 

donations go into one basket, donations need to be specially noted if they are for SSVdP.  Jim 

will contact Terri Schueller to find out how much was collected.  Jim will get some clarification 

on how this will work with the parish, as before COVID-19 the SSVdP money was kept 



completely separate from OLL and we deposited any collection money directly into our own 

SSVdP bank account.  People can donate to SSVdP at any time, and it now may also be possible 

to use the parish online giving site.  

Membership List:  Phil and Linda Schmit asked to be taken off the email list.  Rose will update 

the member and email lists.  

Vincentians Report on Visits and Special Works Since the Last Meeting 

Karen:  Karen spoke with the FIN who needs assistance with her WE energy bill.    

During the discussion, Bonnie Neumann shared a resource for grandparents who are caring 

for their grandchildren. Kindred Heart Families, Inc   is a 501c3 non-profit organization 

dedicated to serving the needs of Wisconsin’s Kinship and Foster Care Families and Children. 

Contact information:  Mary Anne Blust: 920-400-2678, http://kindredheartfamilies.org  

Following the discussion, the group consensus was to give the FIN a $50 Piggly Wiggly gift 

card (purchased through the OLL Scrip Program) and to encourage her to set up a budget plan 

with WE Energies.  We will pay whatever the first payment of the WE energy budget is. We will 

need to call WE Energies and tell them that we are sending the money directly to her account. 

Jim will ask Jerome from Sheboygan Falls about the procedure for doing this. Karen will follow 

up with the FIN. 

 

Jim:  Jim did a follow-up phone call with a FIN. Jim shared ADRC information for assistance with 

questions she may have. A suggestion was given to share information with her about subsidized 

housing for elderly and disabled individuals at Country Harbor Apartments in Random Lake. The 

rent there is 25% of your income. There is currently a waiting list.  

 

Sheboygan District Council Updates from 5/18/20 Meeting: The Sheboygan store is now open 

with donations accepted from 9-12.  There has been $17,000 less Conference support needed 

so far this year.  During COVID-19 calls have been down and the food pantries did not have an 

increase in visits. $5,000 was sent to the twinning Conference in Philippines. The Walk for Poor 

in September is canceled, but hopefully some of the businesses will still donate.  The 

Sheboygan warming shelter needs a new location and will need approx. $10,000. Fifty bag 

lunches were given to hospital workers.  The recommendation is to have no contact home visits 

at this time and to continue with phone visits if possible.  The district is still working on 

boundaries for the conferences which will be based on team numbers and a visit frequency 

analysis.  The District has a new SVdP banner that any Conference can use for special events.  

Karen has been passing along emails on housing, rental, and utility assistance available to our 

members.  
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Old Business 

• Regional Virtual Conference:  Included a lot of good information! You can find the 

presentations here:  https://www.ncr-svdp.org/docs/2020-ncr-meeting-presentations 

• We still have a lot of work to do to get set up with bylaws, boundaries and guidelines for 

our home visits.   The boundaries are being redrawn for the Sheboygan District.  

• RL Interfaith Food Pantry posted in the Sounder that they are still looking for help on the 

first Tuesday of the month to help load pallets of food to move from Sheboygan Pantry 

to Adell.  Phil and Linda Schmit helped and said the lifting wasn’t too heavy. Joe offered 

to help.  Contact Matthew Brockmeier if you are willing to help. 

• Posters to get the word out about SVdP were put up in a few places.  Karen shared 

posters with all the conference presidents in the county.  Karen worked with Carol 

Pomeday from Divine Savior to put an article in the cluster newsletter with helpline 

numbers for Sheboygan and Ozaukee Counties.  This information will be put in the 

bulletin going forward.    

New Business  

• Home Visit Teams:  All home visits must be done with a team of two people and not all 

members have to do home visits. We could have 3-4 teams for home visits.  Please let 

Karen know if you would like to be on a team for home visits. 

• Business Cards: Could include, “You have been visited today by Society of Saint Vincent 

de Paul of Our Lady of the Lakes Catholic Church, Random Lake.”  There was a discussion 

about what to include on the card such as the food pantry information and social media 

information. Suggestions included a regular sheet of paper or a ½ sheet or postcard 

sized card stock paper.  Everyone should think about what to include. Stevie will ask for 

input before the next meeting.  

• Kid’s Shoes: Because the Walk for the Poor has been cancelled, should we team up with 

food pantry to supply kid shoes? 

• Meetings:  The Rule states that Conferences should have a minimum of two meetings 

per month.  Should we consider having two meetings per month?  While every meeting 

should have time for prayer and reflection, the second meeting of the month could 

focus more on friendship and spirituality.  We could use this time to work on the Serving 

in Hope Training Module.  Please think about it and we will discuss more at our next 

meeting. 

The meeting closed at 8:40 with prayer led by Bonnie.  
The next meeting will be on Tuesday, July 14th at 6:30pm on Zoom. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Rose Vander Velden, Secretary 
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