
Minutes of January 24, 2022 OLL Faith Formation

 & Evangelization Committee 

Present:  Maddy Bemis, Matthew Boeck, Sara Boeck, Kati Dimmer, Linda Guokas, Ed Ritger 
(zoom), Bonnie Steffen, Jim Steffen, Rose Vander Velden, Antonette Zellmer. The meeting was 
held in person.

Absent:  Leon Jacoby

1. Opening Prayer:  Prayer for a Good Meeting

2. Review minutes from October 25, 2021, and approve.

 No changes to the October minutes, approved.

3. Old Business: Come to Me Initiative-offered by archdiocese for training and 
development on how to ask others to Come back to Mass and parish events.  Deb Hamm 
is our parish point person with the Arch.  Pastoral Council Norms for Committees:  thank
you Sara and Matt Boeck for volunteering to chair this committee and take minutes.

 Linda Guokas is retiring June 30, the Boeck family (Matthew and Sara) have 
volunteered to lead Faith Formation committee meetings and take minutes.

 Come to Me initiative – no new updates, this currently resides with the Pastoral 
committee, as they are reviewing the content shared and discussing on the 
evening of 1/24.

 Still waiting for the bid on the plumbing for the water fountain.

4. New Business:  New attendees.  Covid 19:  Changed Covid protocols per CDC 
guidelines for quarantine at school.  Update from Archdiocese.  

 Maddy (Brady) Bemis attended tonight, Maddy has 2 young girls that are not 
quite of age to attend Faith Formation yet, and also has a third child on the way.

 Kati (Cory) Dimmer attended as well.  Kati has 3 children that all attend Faith 
Formation on Wednesday nights.

 Reviewed material shared, no changes proposed to current protocol as far as Faith
Formation is concerned, students continue to self-mask as desired.

5. Reports:
 Child Faith Formation - Family nights of 3rd, 4th,5th and 6th are now complete. 

K5, 1st and 2nd grade family night is coming up in March. 
i. 45 students attend CFF Wednesday nights.  This is the first year FF is 

open as a cluster, mix of OLL and DS students.  
ii. All sacramental prep (first communion, confession) is at OLL (12 

children).  Prep for school is done by Linda (11 in 2nd grade and 2 other 
older attendees, for a total of 13).  



iii. Students will continue to learn the Sign of the Cross in other languages, 
Linda will provide a final print out of all languages to students near the 
end.

iv. Each class has been leading in opening prayer, nice to see all kids 
participating.

v. Adoration is once a month at OLL and quarterly on Sunday mornings for 
DS. Adoration is on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. On these days, 
Reconciliation is 5pm-6pm in the community room (for now), and is open 
to anybody.  

v.1. Suggestion: Jim would like to offer 9th and 10th graders to 
attend as well.

v.2. Jim and Matt suggested having more confession 
opportunities for the students throughout the year.

v.3. Matt suggested that it might be nice to have Fr. hear 
confessions on Wednesday night during the nights of adoration, 
perhaps 6:30-7pm so that students can go during class if they'd like
to. Linda to follow up with Fr.

vi. Bread day is coming up, families are asked to RSVP.
vii. First communion for HC will be 4/24 and OLL will be 5/1, families can 

choose either one.  Fr. encourages the flexibility in days for families so 
that it is convenient and easy for them to attend and participate.

viii. Vacation Bible School will be planned by Linda again this year.  
Planning starts next month, will be at DS (alternating locations each year),
important to do at DS due to summer child care.  In 2021, 1/3 of VBS 
students were from DS.  This will be the last full week of July (25th to 
29th).

 Teen Faith Formation (update provided by Linda) – Churches in Ozaukee 
county always run larger retreat, did not have enough sign up in January this year.
In Teen FF, all students must attend at least one retreat a year. There is a retreat 
opportunity on 2/6 from 11am-5pm at OLL.

i. Classes are going well for Teen FF, had to cancel 1 class so far due to not 
having enough catechists due to covid.  Likewise had to cancel one Child 
FF due to snow.

ii. Confirmation will be in the Fall.
iii. Other Mission trip is moving forward (youngest to attend are 7th grade 

going into 8th, also includes all HS students and young adults up to 20 
years old) headed to Pittsburgh in June.

iv. Terri's Confirmation retreat is 4/9 to 4/10, overnight at Holy Hill.
 Adult Faith Formation (update provided by Linda) – Deb is working with some 

adults for RCIA and Adult Confirmation.  
i. Michael Donahou coming to do some more talks soon (was not able to 

attend in January).  Two talks on Exodus (one in February, second will be 
scheduled at a later date).

 Pastoral Council Update (provided by Antonette) -  
i. In November, there was discussion on Lenten reflection series.  As a 

result, on Tuesdays 3/8, 3/15 and 3/22, beginning with 6:00 Mass, there 



will be hospitality afterwards with soup and bread, and 45-60min 
reflection with speaker, location TBD.

ii. Ministry Fair during Lent to see if anybody is interested in any 
committees, lectoring, etc.  Further discussion on 1/24 with Pastoral 
committee.

iii. “Come to Me” will be discussed further on 1/24, on how to get more 
people back to Mass.

6. Proposed next meeting:  March 28, 2022, at 6:00 pm in conjunction with Pastoral 
Council Meeting (location HC basement?).

 The recommendation is to turn OLL FFEv (Faith Formation and Evangelization) 
into a cluster committee, as this involves students from all schools and members 
of all churches in the cluster.

 The intent is to divide these meetings between HC and OLL to be more cluster 
friendly.

 Ed is requesting Zoom for next 3/28 meeting, question on if there is Wifi at HC, 
Linda to confirm.

7. Anything else?
 Parish staff is working on updating Linda's JDQ, hoping to post with the arch. by 

EOW 1/24.
 Outreach coordinator position has been posted.
 Jim suggested a “Come to Me” for adults to get more parents to attend weekly 

Mass.  Other suggestions discussed that might accomplish this is to invite parents 
to shadow catechists during classes, expanding family nights, teaching the 
importance of the Mass during family nights, inviting parents to attend FF 
committee meetings.

i. One concern is that parents treat CCD as “drop the kids off and leave”, 
would be nice for parents to stick around a bit and participate in FF.

 One suggestion on increasing altar servers by asking students to volunteer, 
educating them on what it is, importance of it, etc.  Altar Server training has been 
done annually during FF classes since 2014.

i. Linda to talk to Suzanne confirming an upcoming session teaching it.
ii. Perhaps host a session on or around 3/16.  6:30-7pm could be 3rd grade 

session, 7-7:30 could be 4th grade.
iii. Additional suggestion to invite parents to participate in this session.

 Ed suggested a larger IT/Web presence to increase parish outreach. Further 
discussion ensues on maybe sending anniversary, or baptism cards, no solid 
decision made but will continue to discuss.

 Conversation was held to discuss Sunday vs. Wednesday night teaching classes of
FF.  Advantages to both.  Major disadvantage for teens is during sports on 
Wednesday's, ends up taking the students out of class, students are also tired 
Wednesday nights.  No decision to change at this time.

i. Wednesday night classes were shortened this year (90 min to 75 min), 
positive feedback in doing so.  TFF classes stayed the same (90 min). Matt



provided feedback from some students in his class (4th grade) that they 
wanted CCD more frequently. No decision to change at this time.  

8. Closing Prayer:  Prayer for Peace

Respectfully submitted, 

Matthew Boeck


