
Minutes: March 11, 2021 OLL Faith Formation 

 & Evangelization Committee (Via Google Meetings) 

Present:  Linda Guokas, Amanda Gronemeyer, Jim Steffen, Bonnie Steffen, 

Antoinette Zellmer, Rose Vander Velden, Leon Jacoby and Ed Ritger. 

Excused:  Deb Hamm 

1. Opening Prayer –  Prayer to St. Joseph 

2. Reviewed minutes from January 19, 2021, and approved. 

3. Adult Formation- updates from Deb:   

Ecumenical Lenten Prayer Services continue on Wednesdays during Lent – see Bulletin for 

details 

Deb made St. Francis Prayer cards so we can pray Pope Francis’ prayer to St. Joseph during the 

year of St. Joseph. They are inserted in the Breaking Bread hymnals and extras are available in 

the back of the church. 

3 adults received Confirmation at Holy Cross last month 

Deb just completed a 6-week Grief Support Series. This is generally offered 1-2 times per year 

or as needed. She is also meeting individually with a few people who are experience intense 

grief. 

Deb and Amanda are working to schedule study groups (in-person and virtual) to discuss The 

Gift of Sunday document released by the Archdiocese during the Easter season. 

Deb tried to resume the Bible Basics class she had going, but there was only one person who 

wanted to meet in person and no one expressed interest in doing a virtual option. 

Some of the local nursing/assisted/group homes are allowing 1 person to bring Communion. At 

this time, we are still told it should be a staff person, so Amanda is going to Gables on 

Wednesday and Deb is going Forest Haven in Fredonia 1x a month on Thursdays. We are slowly 

getting back to a bit of normalcy. 

Please pray for the families of Carol Murphy, Janet Bares and Donna Dahlke, who all died last 

week.  

4. Young Adults-formation updates from Amanda:  Continuing Virtual Prayer 

Services on 1st-3rd-5th Mondays each month; working with Lumen Christi 

parish (Tina Rindt) on developing a Couples Ministry. 

5. Youth Faith Formation – updates from Linda.  VBS will be returning 7.26 to 

7.30.2021, no VBS at Divine Savior.  Will begin alternating locations for 

VBS starting this summer so VBS will always be the last full week in July.  

Family Nights have been going well.  Last one is on March 17th for 1st-4th 

grades’ families.  Highlights are posted in the hallway at OLL.  Retreats 

were well attended by all grades.  7th-10th grades’ retreats were on Corporal 

and Spiritual Works of Mercy and Confirmation retreat on the Gifts of the 

Holy Spirit.  Youth Faith Formation sessions go until May 5th for 

Wednesday classes and May 16th for 7th-10th grades.  Sacrament 



Preparation is going well.  The archdiocese is following CDC guidelines 

for gatherings of groups-so no processions, masks required, socially 

distanced seating.  First Communion at OLL is May 2nd with 11 young 

people (6 from FF and 5 from DSCS).  Confirmation is May 8th at 10:00 am 

at Holy Cross.  We have 7 young people being confirmed by Archbishop 

Listecki.  Cluster Faith Formation:  we have a tentative calendar for next 

year (will finalize after receive local school districts calendars).  DRE from 

Divine Savior and Linda are meeting on 4.13 to review and discuss shared 

curriculums.  Next year, Confirmation will be in the fall of 2022 and First 

Communion at OLL on May 1st. 

6. Evangelization: Mission Trip has been cancelled for summer 2021 with 

CHWC. Looking forward to planning local summer service opportunities for 

our youth and working with CHWC for summer 2022 Mission Trip.  

Archdiocese is rolling out The Sunday Initiative, a theological reflection 

by Archbishop Listecki (see Adult Formation Updates for OLL’s response).  

The Gift of Sunday Lenten Missions were held across the archdiocese on 

March 3rd.  Recordings of several presenters are available on the 

archdiocesan website (search for The Gift of Sunday Lenten Missions).  

Speakers:  ecumenical sessions on People of the Passion going on during 

Lent.  Linda shared updates from the St. Clare Center for Ministry and 

Leadership on future Adult Formation opportunities, such as The Saturday 

Institute for Lay Ministry.  Linda also shared a local resource, A Place to Be 

Spirituality Center, in Saukville, a ministry of St. John XXIII Parish and 

supported by other local churches in Ozaukee County.  There are currently 

offerings of a Social Justice Book Club (via Zoom) and ongoing sessions on 

St. Pauls’ Letters (via Zoom), and several other retreats, book groups and 

community events.  The website is:  www.aplacetobesc.org, for further 

information.  Linda has found the social justice book and scripture studies 

very enlightening and informative.   

7. Next meeting on May 13, 2021 at 6:30 pm in person (let Linda know if you 

would like a link for Google Meeting if not able to come in person). 

8. Closing Prayer:  World Prayer for Healing-Pope Francis (written 3.11.2020) 

Respectfully Submitted, Linda Guokas, Director Youth Faith Formation 

http://www.aplacetobesc.org/

