
                                        Human Concerns Minutes 

                                   Nov. 2, 2021   
 

Attendees:  Father Gideon, Suzanne Biedenbender, Pat Davis, Sara Boeck, Ana Rysavy 

and Louise Feider  

 

Meeting started at 6:30 with Prayer of St. Francis  

 

PROJECTS & FOLLOW-UP   
Anchor of Hope – Pat Davis attended a fund-raising luncheon for Anchor of Hope, 

which had 150 attendees.  One of the speakers was a father who took custody of his child, 

when the mother did not want it.  Anchor of Hope works with both mothers and fathers in 

deciding what to do with an unwanted pregnancy.  In discussing what we may like to do 

to promote and support Anchor of Hope, Father Gideon suggested that the parish might 

signup for one day of walking during the 40 Days of Prayer during Lent.   We could also 

handout flyers to parishioners to promote the good that the Anchor of Hope clinic is 

doing.   Maybe even take a tour of the facility.   

Blood Drive for Red Cross - Blood Drive was held on Monday, Oct. 11 from 1:00 – 

5:00 in the Parish Center.  We collected 49 units of blood.  The Red Cross informed us 

that this would help 147 patients and that it was our biggest drive in the last 8 years and 

the second largest in Random Lake since 2005.  We plan to have another blood drive in 

spring on Monday, April 4.   

Thanksgiving Mitten Tree –Yarn is available on the back porch of the office.  The 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service will be held in Batavia at Zion Methodist Church on 

Nov. 24 at 6:00 pm.   

Eternal Life Tree for All Souls’ Day – The Eternal Life tree was setup on Wednesday, 

Oct. 27 after the morning Mass and will be taken down after Sunday Mass on Nov. 28.   

Letters were sent to family members who lost a loved one during the year inviting them 

to the weekend Masses on Oct. 30/31, where the names of the deceased were read at the 

beginning of the weekend Masses.  On Sunday, Oct. 31 Dacada held a service at 1:00 pm 

to remember the deceased (20 attendees).   On Tuesday, Leon Jacoby led All Souls Day 

services at the cemeteries in Adell at 10:00 am (8 attendees), in Cascade at 1:30 pm 

(3 attendees), in Random Lake at 3:00 pm (19 attendees) and in Lake Church at 4:00  

(19 attendees).    

Advent Giving Tree - We will again collect items for Mary’s Room (newborn diapers 

and size 5 & 6, baby wash & shampoo, newborn onesies, newborn washcloths & towels 

and 3T & 4T clothes;  DSCS school (items for the classrooms) and the Food Pantry - 

canned vegetables and toiletries.  The Giving Tree will be setup on Friday morning, Nov. 

26.  The Ecumenical group plans to distribute toys and knitwear to needy families and 

Deb Hamm is handling the toy drive.  We will need volunteers to help sort the Giving 

Tree items after Sunday Masses on Dec. 7, 14 & 21.   

Gables Stocking Stuffers -This year we are again making Christmas stockings to be 

given out on St. Nicholas Day.  Deb Hamm has made the stockings.  The committee will 

handout a list of suggested stocking stuffers to parishioners on Nov. 14.   Suzanne needs 

2 more volunteers to distribute the lists after that Mass. We will stuff the stockings in the 

parish center kitchen after the Wednesday Mass on Dec. 1.  The stockings will be 



dropped off at Gables on Dec. 3.   Currently there are 17 residents in the North building 

and 22 residents in the South building.   Suzanne talked to Shannon O’Malley-Thomas, 

the activities director, about the stockings.  Last year they were handed out on St. 

Nicholas Day and we did not host a party due to the Covid lockdown.  Although Gables 

is now open to having parties, Suzanne felt the committee does not have enough 

volunteers to host a party this year.   

Christmas Cards to shut-ins – Margaret Bemis will write out the cards. 

 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
Suzanne reminded committee members about the annual parish meeting on Sunday, Nov. 

14 after the 8:15 Mass.  It will be held in the gym this year.  After the meeting closed, we 

stayed and finished cutting out paper ornaments for the Giving Tree.    

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm.   

 

Next meeting:  Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2021 at 6:30 pm.   

           
Respectfully submitted,  

Suzanne Biedenbender  


