
November 14, 2021 Annual Meeting 

 

Parish Council members present: Peter Bemis, Pam Huiras, Bonnie Steffen, Antonette Zellmer, Natalie 

Brochtrup 

 

Finance Council members present: Bill Jensen, Gary Feider and Rich Schwab. 

 

Parish Staff in attendance: Rev. Gideon Buya and Deb Hamm 

 

Peter Bemis welcomed everyone at 9:45 and thanked everyone and gave a few brief comments regarding the 

year as a whole. It’s been a positive year as we work through the pandemic. As you may recall, we began the 

year with significantly reduced Mass attendance, access to the Sacraments limited and many of our 

committee and other parish-based functions were still on hold. 

 

Since then, we’ve experiences some real and measurable improvements.   

 Access to the Sacraments is now back to normal. This includes all Mass, Adoration, and Sacrament 

of Reconciliation times.    

 Our committees are again meeting regularly. 

 Our spiritual growth and other parish worship events are again taking place. 

 

Peter was also happy to report that our Mass attendance has been steadily increasing. For example:  

 In September 2020, we averaged 123 people at our 8:15 Mass and this September that number grew 

to 215 people.    

 We still have a way to go to get back to our previous numbers. When I look back at 2019, we 

averaged 239 people. So, we fall about 24 short (or 10%) of that 2019 number. 

 To assist us in that challenge, The Archdioceses will be introducing a new initiative to welcome 

people back to Mass. That will kick-off early next year.    

 We continue to live-stream Mass to the overflow room here in our parish center.  

o Approximately 10-12 people consistently using the space and many are grateful for the 

opportunity to attend Mass while taking Covid precautions. 

 This overflow space is a real asset to the parish.  

o  As our Mass attendance continues to increase and we reach capacity in this our chapel, it can 

provide a comfortable and inviting space to view and participate in the Most Holy Mass.     

 

Opening Prayer read by all at 9:50; Prayer to St Joseph 

 

Pastor’s Report:  

Extended gratitude to parishioners. It takes many people giving of our time, talent and resources to build up 

the Kingdom of God within our parish community. He reminded us of the Archdiocesan commitments; the 3 

priorities for parishes:  

1. Catholic Identity; each parish is asked to engage to strengthen Catholic identity (Eucharist and to 

welcome people back to Mass and through devotional practices like the rosary).  

2. Equipping families so they can know their faith and be in a position to share their faith.  

3. Stewardship. How do we do what we do: supporting the parish and how we reach out to others? How 

do we connect with others and especially those in need? 

 

Introduction of council members 

Peter Bemis went over the Parish Census. 454 families and 883 members. 275 families contributed in 2020. 

Peter then led us in a prayer before we went into committee reports. 



Finance Council Report:  

Bill Jensen went into depth on the financial position of the parish and reviewed the handouts of the detailed 

breakdown. We are reporting on a fiscal year from June 2020 to June 2021. Keep in mind that this does 

cover some pandemic time.   

 

We do not have any loans to pay off nor any debts. Added $539K in revenue and $562K in expenses. The 

Paycheck Protection Loan is shown as a liability this statement, but it is a government forgivable loan so it 

will be removed next year.  Have confidence that we are in good financial shape now and for the future.  

 

Building and Grounds: Looking to add a heat pump in community room and getting pricing for tuck 

pointing for the church.  

 

Review of Pastoral Council Committees:  The committees work tirelessly and are the backbone of the 

parish! Peter encouraged everyone to listen closely for to how to be a part of these groups. 

 

Faith Formation and Evangelization 

Antonette Zellmer shared some highlights throughout the year. Cluster faith formations are in full swing, and 

families were given the options between parish site and date, which is going well. House of Peace holiday 

food box drive is ongoing. Cluster Vacation Bible School was held at OLL and both parishes had volunteers. 

Next summer it will be at DSCS. Teen Faith Formation 18 students for Confirmation from cluster. Mission 

trip meeting after Mass today to get more people involved this year to head to Pennsylvania. 10 members so 

far. Adult Faith Formation: Michael Donahou presented a 3-part series on the book of Genesis. He will 

return 11/18 to present on Joseph. Advent Morning of Reflection 12/4.  Toy drive will be held this year at 

OLL, with a list on the back porch for items needed.  

 

Human Concerns Report: 

Suzanne Biedenbender shared the report. The Human Concerns committee meets every other month on the 

first Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.   Our goal is “to help parishioners get involved in the community thru 

education and service. Quarterly we inform parishioners of our efforts thru the newsletter and the bulletin”. 

 Hygiene Bags for St. Bens – During Lent we start off the year by collecting hygiene products for St. 

Bens in Milwaukee.   They are now back to full service for the needy.  

 Blood Drives – This year we held 2 blood drives for the American Red Cross. In April we collected 

44 units of blood. In Oct. we collected 49 units of blood, which was a new record for us and will help 

147 patients.   Our next drive will be on Monday, April 4. 

 Random Lake Ecumenical Group – Throughout the year we promote the Random Lake 

Ecumenical Food Pantry by having a collection area in church and on the back porch of the parish 

office and by listing needed items on the monthly calendar.   We also promote the Ecumenical Mitten 

tree by providing free yarn to make hats, scarves, and mittens.  This year the Ecumenical 

Thanksgiving service will be held in Batavia at Zion United Methodist Church on Wednesday, Nov. 

24 at 6:00 pm.   

 Eternal Life Tree – To coincide with All Souls’ Day, the Eternal Life Tree is set up on the Blessed 

Mother’s altar to remember our deceased relatives & friends.  Parishioners are encouraged to put 

pictures or memorial cards on the tree and it remains up through the month of November.  We sent 

letters to families who lost a family member during the year to invite them to Mass on the weekend of 

Oct. 30/31.   At these Masses the lector read the names of the cluster parishioners who died during 

the past year and 12 vigil lights were lit in front of the altar to represent the 12 Apostles who take our 

prayers for our deceased to Heaven.    

 Advent Projects – During Advent we will again have a Giving Tree in church.  This year we are 

collecting items for Divine Savior School, the Food Pantry and Mary’s Room in Sheboygan.   Mary’s 

Room is associated with the St. Vincent de Paul in Sheboygan and helps low-income mothers with 

supplies for newborns and toddlers.    



 St. Nicholas Stockings – We are also putting together a Christmas stocking to be given out on St. 

Nicholas Day to residents of Gables of the Pond.  Today we handed out a list of suggested items for 

the stockings to parishioners who want to be a Secret Santa for one resident at Gables.  Deb Hamm 

has made all the stockings for us to fill.  Items need to be returned by Nov. 28th.  The committee will 

then assemble the stockings and add a “Blessings from St. Nicholas” greeting to each stocking and 

get them to Gables for St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 6th.   

 Greeting Cards – Every year we remember our homebound parishioners by sending out Easter and 

Christmas cards.  Margaret Bemis has graciously written out the cards for many years.   

 Anchor of Hope – We have started a new project to promote the Pro-Life initiative in connection 

with Anchor of Hope, which is a Pro-Life pregnancy clinic in Sheboygan on Taylor Drive.  We are 

currently learning more about the clinic and plan to do something during Lent.  Possibly to participate 

in their “40 Days of Prayers” for one day as a parish.   

                                         

Prayer & Worship Report 

The Prayer & Worship committee has members representing sacristans, servers, ushers, lectors, Eucharistic 

ministers, decorating and music.  We meet every other month on the first Monday at 6:30 pm. Our goals are: 

- to nourish & give direction to the liturgical aspects in the parish  

- to provide opportunities for parishioners to deepen their faith through a variety of prayer experiences & 

liturgical celebrations, especially the Sunday Mass  

- to assist in promoting the spiritual growth of parishioners  

- to maintain an ongoing training program for liturgical ministers.  

  

 Mass Ministries – We lost a few volunteers in all of our Mass ministries due to the aftermath of 

Covid.  We did add 5 new servers but lost our high school age servers. We are down to 10 ushers and 

need 4 for each Mass, so they are doing double duty.  Our choir is aging and needs additional 

members if we are to continue into the future.  If you know of anyone who might be interested in one 

of the ministries, please encourage them to call the office and get involved.  We need your help.   

 Decorations – Julie Binder heads up our decorating group.   You may have noticed the new Fall 

arrangements on all the altars, which Julie made.   She also takes care of the outside planters on the 

North side of church and manages the Prayer Garden with the help of Bob Hansen and Peter Bemis.  

Julie coordinates the spring hanging basket sales as well as the winter planter and basket sales.  These 

fundraisers help pay for our new church roof.   

 Gables – Communion is distributed at Gables on the Pond on Wednesday and Sunday mornings.  

Father Gideon announces Mass at Gables on the 4th Wednesday of the month.   

 Advent Wreath – we hope to get families to light the Advent wreath at the beginning of Mass during 

the coming Advent season. So far, I have only one family signed up. If anyone is interested in doing 

this on one of the Sundays in Advent, please see me after this meeting.   

 Eucharistic Adoration – Eucharistic Adoration is held on the 2nd Wed of the month from 4:00 – 

7:30 pm.  Confessions are available from 5:00-6:00 during this time in the community center.   This 

year Father also visits the religious ed classrooms on the 2nd Wednesday when they are in session and 

then the students join him in church at the end of class for Benediction around 7:30 pm.   

 All Souls’ Celebration – During November we honor our deceased parishioners by putting up an 

Eternal Life tree on Mary’s altar.  The lector read the names of parishioners in the cluster who have 

died during the past year at the beginning of all the weekend Masses on Oct. 30/31. This year we 

added 12 vigil lights which burn before the altar during the month of November, to signify the 12 

Apostles who carry our prayers for our deceased to Heaven. Dacada had a memorial service at 1:00 

on Oct. 31.  Leon Jacoby also held prayer services on All Souls’ Day at the cemeteries in Adell, 

Cascade, Random Lake and Lake Church.    

 Upcoming Feast Days – For Thanksgiving there will be an Ecumenical Service in Batavia at Zion 

United Methodist Church at 6:00 pm.  On Thanksgiving Day we will have a 9:00 am Mass in 



Random Lake with a joint cluster choir. On Wednesday, Dec. 8 we have the feast of the Immaculate 

Conception.  The DSCS students will again be joining us for Mass at 8:30 am.     

 Christmas Masses -Christmas Masses will follow the old schedule. On Christmas Eve, which is on a 

Friday, there will be a 4:30 Mass in Holy Cross, a 5:00 Mass in Random Lake and Midnight Mass in 

Dacada. Christmas Day there is only one Mass at 9:00 am in Random Lake. Since Christmas is on a 

Saturday, there will be no 4:30 Mass at Holy Cross. On Friday, Dec. 31 we will have a New Year’s 

Eve Mass in Random Lake at 6:00. The New Year’s Day Mass will be the regular Saturday 4:30 pm 

Mass.   

 We held a joint cluster Prayer & Worship meeting on September 8 and plan to have another one on 

January 11. This will be a bi-annual event to plan the Liturgical Year for the cluster, so that both 

parishes are on the same page with our services.   

 May & October are dedicated to Mary, and we pray the rosary before Sunday Mass to honor her.  On 

Mothers’ Day, we had the May Crowning of Mary in the Prayer Garden after Sunday Mass. There 

were a few new initiatives this year. Pam Barton now leads the rosary before the Wednesday morning 

Mass. We had a rosary procession around the block behind church in May before the Wed. evening 

benediction and again after the Sunday Mass on Oct. 31, where we processed thru the downtown area 

of Random Lake. These were new ways to promote praying the rosary and make us visible to the 

community.  

 If you haven’t noticed, check out the book exchange box in the Prayer Garden.  It was set up in April 

and is in the shape of a church.  It includes religious brochures as well as books.   

 We are also looking into highlighting the wording on the front of the side altars. The words are now 

difficult to read since the altars were stained darker with the chapel renovation. This project will 

probably be done next year.    

 Pam Huiras and Natalie Brochtrup are writing a welcoming article for families with young children.  

This will be placed in the pew book racks to encourage young families to attend Mass with their 

children and to encourage parishioners to support these families in their quest to teach their children 

about Mass.   

 

Stewardship/Outreach 
Bonnie Steffen provided the update from the 2 meetings she has attended. A little over 7 years ago, OLL 

became the first parish in the Archdiocese to employ an Outreach Coordinator. The position was created to 

help maintain membership by personally reaching out to the wide community of existing parishioners, build 

community and prayerfully grow that number.  

 

Keeping those goals in mind, this committee is working on the long list of activities and responsibilities that 

Amanda Gronemeyer coordinated. We narrowed it down to the four we feel we can continue while we await 

the hiring of a new coordinator. We thank Amanda for her years of service.  

1. Hospitality after Mass once a month, we thank Kati Dimmer for volunteering to lead.  

2. Parish nurses will have opportunity to do blood pressure testing and other programs at hospitality. 

3. Send out bereavement cards at anniversary dates and Christmas and Easter. 

4. Communion to Gables on Wednesday mornings.  

 

Divine Savior Catholic School 

Peter gave a brief update regarding Divine Savior Catholic School which our parish helps to supports. Lynn 

Sauer is the principal and has an enthusiastic and dedicated staff. The school continues to grow and has 114 

students currently enrolled. 

 Student Break-down (114 current students in 3K-8th grade):  

o DS Parish- 42 students 

o OLL Parish- 31 students 

o Non-Parish- 41 students (not associated with our cluster) 

 



St. Vincent de Paul Conference 

Karen McCabe shared an update. She thanked the parish for all the support in prayers and donations. The 

new conference year began right after the feast of St. Vincent de Paul on 9/27; we are starting our 3rd year. 

We meet people in need and to show Christ’s love for them and assist them as best as we can. We are not 

counselors. This past year we helped 75 people through 104 phone and home visits. We provided $4,400 of 

direct assistance and another $675 in vouchers. These people have lost jobs, are struggling to stay ahead of 

bills, suffered from mental illness and more. We are also back to helping with taking communion to the 

nursing homes, volunteering at the SVdP store and Mary’s room and we will also provide kids with new 

winter boots and shoes if needed.  

 

We are always looking for more members to join us. We meet the second Monday of the month in the parish 

center and by zoom. Our next meeting is 12/13 at 6pm.   

 

Comments: 

Jim Steffen asked what the Archdiocese initiative will be to welcome people back to church at the end of the 

year. “Come to Me” program is being created with training videos to help us learn how to be more 

welcoming and reach out to other Catholics to invite them back to church.  

 

Ed Ritger asked if we could let our parishioners know that we have a safe place available in the Parish 

Community Room and we continue to find ways to reach out to those who are still cautious due to covid 

concerns.  

 

THANK YOU!!! 

Peter thanked parish members and staff for going above and beyond. Deb Hamm is an intricate part of 

helping us.  

 Special thanks to Linda Guokas for years of service attending to the faith formation of our youth.  

Linda is retiring after this year. 

 Special thanks to Amanda Gronemeyer for her years of service as out Out-reach Coordinator.  

Amanda recently resigned from that position.  

 Thanks to our Secretary Susan Risch and our Business Manager Terri Schueller. 

 Thanks to Father Gideon for being our shepherd.  

 We would also like to thank all our MANY volunteers 

o Building and Grounds volunteers  

o Our committee members  

o Choir members  

o Those that assist with hospitality  

o Liturgical Ministers…  Lectors, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristans and Servers  

o Specials thanks to our Catechists and classroom aides who teach the faith to our youth. 

o Those that assist with the vacation bible school 

o Christian Woman’s Group and Holy Name Society members  

o Those that assisted with the Ham Dinner and other fundraising activities 

o Those who organize & lead our various spiritual growth activities, held throughout the year. 

o Those that take communion to the assisted living centers and home bound.   

Plea for all to get involved – Ministry Fair this spring after Mass held alongside hospitality. There will be 

booths and tables set up. If you’d like to help with that event or would like to get involved, contact Susan in 

the Parish Office - 920-994-4380.  

o I would encourage you to consider participating in one or more of the many spiritual growth activities 

offered in our parish and across our cluster.     



o This is a REAL WAY to get INVOLVED and DEEPEN your FAITH at the same time.   

o You are encouraged to refer to the Bulletin, the Web Site, and also the quarterly newsletter 

for details on the opportunities.   

o It is important to our spiritual growth and the viability of our parish, that we support these 

activities.  

o Thank-you for your consideration. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 with the Veterans Day prayer read by all. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jodi Keller, on behalf of Chad Keller, Trustee/Secretary 


