
Joint Cluster Meeting- 1/22/24 7:00 OLL Parish Center 

 

Called to order: 7:04 PM by Peter Bemis 

Members present:   

OLL:  Chad Keller, Peter Bemis, Natalie Brochtrup, Jacob Birenbaum, Leon Jacoby, Jenny Schwab, Marilyn 

Sabec, Amy Schmit, Lina Vorpahl, Bryan Bichler 

DS:  Bill Johannes, Lora Schroeder, Mary Navis, Jennifer Thill, Scott Ehaney, Hannah Shininger, Joyce 

Buechler, Bob Lallensack, Deb Hamm 

Guests: Lynn Sauer, Deb Poull 

 

1. Opening prayer:  Amy Schmit led us in the opening prayer. 

 

2. Faith Formation: Terri Riesselmann 

 Terri was not in attendance. Amy Schmit provided an update.  

 *Faith Formation classes are required to conduct mandatory fire drills. 

 *Technology and curriculum updates were discussed. 

*The Faith Formation committee is trying to host speakers to provide more parent education and 

increase family engagement in faith formation. 

*Cluster bulletins are being provided to Faith Formation families electronically. 

*There will be a teaching Mass celebrated on March 13, 2024, from 6:15-7:30 at St. Rose Chapel, 

Fredonia. 

*Deb Hamm is working with 11 people who are interested in joining the Catholic faith or completing 

sacraments. 

 

3. Education Home and School report- Lynn Sauer 

*See Principal’s Report for more information 

*DSCS has been the recipient of several grants this year: The Love One Another grant will enhance 

Arts Enrichment. The Catholic Community Foundation grant will provide funds for Mental Health 

programs. The Two Eagles Grant will provide funds for tuition assistance. Lynn is in the process of 

writing a grant proposal for the Bruce Krier Foundation to help with funds for the playground. 

*School news: Lynn reported that the school is fully staffed. The Rosary Club is active and well 

attended. “Mary on the Mantle” visited classrooms during Advent and promoted acts of kindness 

throughout the school. The Middle School students participated in Stations of the Nativity and the 6/7 

grade students rang bells for the Salvation Army and sang songs from their Christmas Program. 

 

4. Parish Director’s Report- Deb Hamm 

*Deb thanked the councils and parishioners for their continued involvement and commitment to the 

parishes and faith life.  

*There have been lots of exciting events in the parishes and at Mass lately- several baptisms, a 65th 

anniversary celebration, Catholic Schools Week speakers. 

*Deb continues to provide education to the 2nd graders about the Mass. 

*Two sessions have been set up for the video/discussion series on The Biblical Walk Through the 

Mass.  Sessions will be held on Feb. 10 and 17, 2024, in the OLL Community Room. 

*Deb wanted to note that the OLL Community Room is utilized for a majority of the adult Faith 

Formation events because of the ease of accessibility to the gathering space. 

*The Safety committee is working on updating communications and plans for response to adverse or 

threatening events. Deb will be attending “Protecting our Places of Worship” on Feb. 28, 2024.  There 

will be at least 4 people from our cluster attending. 

When the plan is developed, each ministry will be updated and trained. 



*Audio-visual equipment- 3 companies were contacted and one provided a quote. Deb will reach out to 

discuss our needs with them and gather more information. 

 

5. Old Business: 

 

a. Parish Directory Update: Mary Navis 

*Approximately 10% of cluster parishioners are scheduled for pictures for the directory.  

Volunteers are needed to help check in people on picture nights. 

*Parishioners are able to submit their own pictures (with a $15 editing fee). Photos can be 

emailed to either parish office or dropped off in person, or emailed to Mary Navis. 

*Attempts will be made to contact all parishioners by phone and e-mail. 

  

b. Revival Update: 

*There will be an Encounter night at OLL on Feb. 29, 2024 from 6:30-8:00 PM. This will involve 

an enhanced Adoration with music and an opportunity for Reconciliation and a speaker.  This 

will replace the cluster reconciliation service. 

 

c. Book Discussion- See Parish Director’s report for information 

 

d. Lenten Series-  

*The Lenten series is scheduled for March 5, 12, and 19, 2024 with Mass at 6:00 PM, followed 

by a soup supper and a program by Dr. David Stosur speaking on Eucharistic Spirituality. 

*There will be an additional two evenings scheduled for April (16, 23) but they will not include 

Mass or Supper. 

*Each pastoral council will be responsible to bring soup, bread/butter and a beverage. (OLL- 

3/5/24 and 3/19/24, DS- 3/12/24).  

 

6. New Business: 

a. Archdiocesan Stewardship Commission gathering- There will be an evening dedicated to 

training, networking and discussion on Thursday, Feb. 1 at St. Francis Cabrini in West 

Bend. Any interested council member is encouraged to attend. 

 

b. Men of Christ- The Men of Christ conference is scheduled for Sat. 3/9/2024.  The 

speakers are Dave Durand, Sam Blair (Navy SEAL) and Archbishop Listecki.  Interested 

parties are invited to register on the Men of Christ website and locate a participation site. 

 

c. Equip- On March 19, 2024, Deb will be attending an Equip seminar that will focus on 

providing training to equip pastoral staff to help couples who are struggling with 

miscarriage, still-birth or infertility. There is discussion about creating a space in parish 

cemeteries for unborn babies. 

  

7. Closing Prayer- The Eucharistic Revival prayer was prayed by the group. 

 

8. Adjournment:  motion by Bob Lallensack, Seconded by: Scott Ehaney 

   Adjournment time: 8:01 PM 

 

Next meeting: March 25, 2024 @7:00 @Holy Cross Chapel 

  

Respectfully submitted, Natalie Brochtrup, OLL Pastoral Council Secretary 


