
Joint Cluster Meeting- 9/25/23  

7:00 OLL Parish Center 

 

Called to order: 7:03 PM by Peter Bemis 

 

Members present:   

OLL:  Chad Keller, Peter Bemis, Natalie Brochtrup, Jacob Birenbaum, Leon Jacoby, Jenny Schwab, Marilyn Sabec, 

Amy Schmit, Lina Vorpahl, Bryan Bichler 

DS:  Bill Johannes, Lora Schroeder, Mary Navis, Jennifer Thill, Scott Ehaney, Hannah Shininger, Joyce Buechler, Bob 

Lallensack, Deb Hamm 

Guests: Lynn Sauer, JoAnn Karpin, Terri Schueller, Terri Riesselman, Deb Poull, Cindy Oskey 

 

1. Opening prayer:  Bryan Bichler led us in the opening prayer. 

 

2. Education Home and School report- Lynn Sauer 

*The accreditation process is underway. The Site Visit will be Oct. 11-12, 2023. This process occurs every 7 

years.   

*The preparation has been going well. There is a dedicated team working on the prep and the staff has been 

working hard to make sure they are well prepared. 

*Academically, new math and science curricula have been purchased and adopted. Thank you to the Bruce 

Krier Foundation for the grant to purchase materials. 

*DSCS received a grant from the Archdiocese and will use the funds to purchase a new digital sign to be 

erected in front of the school. They will be able to advertise school and cluster events on the new sign. 

*The school has been digitally mapped. This will help emergency personnel in the event of an emergency in the 

school.  As a part of this process, the OLL site has also been mapped. Local law enforcement now have access 

to the digital maps. 

*Current Enrollment is at 118 students from 72 families. 

 

3. Parish Director’s Report- Deb Hamm 

*Comments received from visitors indicate that we have welcoming parishes and have noted the following:  

young families are attending and are appreciated, the blessing over those willing to take Communion to the 

homebound, and the choirs and singing are providing beautiful music. 

* Upcoming cluster events include: 

-Scripture and the Eucharist presented by the Random Lake Ecumenical Christian Education on 10/5/23 and 

10/19/23 at the OLL Parish Center Community room. The speaker is Dr. Dan Scholz and the topics are the 

National Eucharistic Revival: Scripture and the Eucharist and The Gospel of Mark and the Eucharist. 

-Dr. Stosur is willing to come to our parish in the spring to present on Eucharistic Spirituality. 

-Deb learned at the Director’s meeting that there is a priest in the Archdiocese that is willing to speak about 

addiction. Please contact Deb for more information. 

*Christmas Mass Schedule will be as follows: 

Sunday Daily Masses will proceed as scheduled (8:15 at OLL and 10:00 at HC) 

Christmas Eve (Sunday, Dec. 24)- 4:00 at HC and 5:00 at OLL 

Christmas Day (Monday, Dec. 25)- 9:00 at Holy Cross 

New Year’s Day- 9:00 at Holy Cross 

 

*Inserts in the bulletins will focus on Stewardship and will highlight the theme of: God Fills Our Hearts with Gifts 

to Share and will encourage people to consider gifts of time, talents and treasure.  This will take the place of 

ministry fairs and will encourage people to become involved with their parishes. 

 

4. Old Business: 

a. Eucharistic Revival- Mary Navis 

*Pulpit announcements were made at the Sept. 16/17 2023 masses announcing the Eucharistic 

Revival. 



*Outdoor signs will be coming that will state “God is Here” 

*Once per month, inserts will be placed in the bulletins that will give more information about the Revival. 

*New welcome cards have been created and ordered. They will give information about Mass times and 

Reconciliation information. 

*The cluster will be hosting a 7 part series that will be held on Sunday Evenings from Oct. 22, 2023 to 

Dec. 10, 2023 on Jesus and the Eucharist. This will be held at the OLL parish center and is open to 

everyone. 

 

b. Book Discussion- A Biblical Walk through the Mass 

* Discussion groups will be postponed until winter. 

*Deb will talk to the parishes in November to introduce the book and any upcoming discussion groups. 

 

c. Parish Directory Update: Mary Navis 

*Mary is looking for volunteers to help organize and promote a Parish directory. A company reached out 

to her with an example of what could be offered. Mary is researching options to create a parish directory 

for the cluster. 

*At this time, the committee is comprised of Mary Navis, Natalie Brochtrup and JoAnn Karpin. Additional 

volunteers are encouraged and needed. 

 

d. Faith Formation Report- Terri Riesselman 

*There are currently 129 students participating in Faith Formation classes in the cluster.  Overall, the 

trend is that the number of students is declining, but the number of students in First Grade is increasing. 

There are enough catechists and aides and all have completed Safeguarding training. 

*20 students will participate in Confirmation in October and 24 in May. 

*Parent/Student classes are being offered with the focus being on the presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist. 

*On November 8, 2023, Tim VanVooren will be giving a talk about how he balances his work with his 

spiritual life. 

*9 youth are interested in participating in the Mission Trip through Catholic Heart Work Camp this 

summer. Terri is looking into combining with Blessed Trinity in Sheboygan Falls to combine resources. 

*The NET retreat will take place on Oct. 22-24, 2023.  Terri is looking for host families that can provide 

some meals, shelter and a bag lunch for the young adults. 

*The Faith Formation Committee is looking at a reorganization. Matthew Boeck is stepping down.  A 

new model that involves meeting 3 times per year (Fall,Winter, Spring) to meet with catechists to 

discuss what is needed and what is going well is being proposed.  There would still need to be 

representation from the Pastoral Councils and they would retain the cluster Faith Formation format 

currently in place. Faith formation activities for adults will continue to be discussed and reviewed at 

Council meetings. 

 

5. New Business: 

No new business was discussed.   

  

6. Closing Prayer- The Our Father was prayed by the group. 

 

7. Adjournment:  motion by Marilyn Sabec 

   Seconded by: Bob Lallensack 

   Adjournment time: 7:52 PM 

 

Next meeting; 

November 27, 2023 @7:00 @Holy Cross Chapel 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

Natalie Brochtrup, OLL Pastoral Council Secretary 


