
Our Lady of the Lakes Pastoral Minutes
Monday, Nov. 22, 2021

1. Call to Meeting and Roll Call:
Members present:  Fr. Gideon Buya, Chad Keller, Peter Bemis, Jacob Birenbaum,
Natalie Brochtrup, Pam Huiras, Jenny Leider, Rich Schwab, Bonnie Steffen, Antonette
Zellmer
Absent:  Gary Feider (excused), Jim Barton (excused)
Guests: Leon Jacoby, Deb Hamm

2. Guest Comments:
Leon Jacoby congratulated the Council on a successful Annual Meeting. He thought the
meeting showed the positive relationship between the council and the parish as a whole.

3. Committee Reports (see website for recent minutes):
A. Prayer and Worship- Pam Huiras- Pam highlighted the recent events of the

Prayer and Worship committee including: Decorating the Side Altar, the Love
One Another Campaign, Blessing of Pets, Fall Faith formation and education, the
Rosary procession through downtown Random Lake, All Saints and All Souls
celebrations. She thanked Leon Jacoby for volunteering with these services.
The Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov. 23 at
6:00 PM at Zion United Methodist Church.
The Advent theme is: God With Us.  There will be a cluster Reconciliation service
on 12/17/21 at the Holy Cross Chapel.
Christmas Mass schedule includes: 12/24- 4:30 at the Holy Cross Chapel, 5:00 at
the Our Lady of the  Lakes Chapel, Midnight Mass at Dacada and Christmas
Day- 9:00 at OLL.
The committee is working on developing a pew insert offering support and
guidance for our young families or people with young children.  Perhaps this is
something that can be given to our school families or to parents who are
attending baptism classes as a way to help them feel welcome and supported.
Upon completion of the Year of St. Joseph, the committee is recommending
praying the Prayer to St. Michael.

B. Christian Formation and Evangelization- Antonette Zellmer: There will be an
Advent Morning of Reflection will be held on 12/4/21 at 9:00 AM.  The second
graders are preparing for Sacraments at OLL.
There will be Eucharistic Adoration at Divine Savior. Reconciliation for the school
children will be held on 12/7 and 12/11.



C. Human Concerns - Jim Barton (presented by Peter Bemis):
There will be a Giving Tree with items to benefit Mary’s Room, DSCS and the
Random Lake Food Pantry.
The committee is collecting items for St. Nicholas stockings for the residents of
Gables on the Pond. They are grateful for the interactions

D. Stewardship- Bonnie Steffen:
Bonnie referred the Council to review her report from the annual meeting.  In
addition, she reported that the quilting group made 6 quilts and 12 pillowcases to
be sent to Fort McCoy to help the Afghan refugees.

E. Finance- Rich Schwab:
No new information was presented.  A detailed report was provided at the Annual
Meeting.  Rich thanked Bill Jensen for presenting the financial report at the
annual meeting.

4. Old Business:
A. Annual Meeting Follow Up:

Discussion regarding the annual meeting revolved around where the meeting should
take place.  The pros and cons of holding the meeting in Church immediately following
Mass vs. in the Parish Center/Gym in conjunction with hospitality were discussed.  The
consensus was tol hold the meeting following Mass in church.  The reasoning for this is
that the sound system in the church is better and holding the meeting with hospitality did
not increase attendance.

It was recommended that in the future, Pastoral Council meetings would not be held in
the month of the annual meeting.

A. Come To Me Program: Deb Hamm reviewed the Diocese initiative Come To Me.  She
encouraged Council members to view training videos and to be active participants in the
initiative.

B. Overflow Room: The overflow room continues to be utilized in the Parish Center.  Deb
Hamm is working on marketing this as a safe space for people who are covid conscious.
Recommendations were made to advertise in the Sounder.  Discussion ensued about
how do we market to different populations and welcome people of different cultures.

C. Ministry Fair: A future ministry fair is being organized for Spring to be held during Lent.
More information will be coming soon.



5. New Business:
A. Back to Mass Initiative- Come To Me: This was updated by Deb Hamm at the Joint

meeting. She challenged the Council to think about who may be a good fit and
ambassador for this ministry.

B. Capital Campaign Update- Fr. Gideon: Fr. Gideon discussed this. We are in the first
phase of the campaign. Our parish was assigned a total of $483, 645 to raise.  Families
can disperse pledges over the course of 5 years so they can plan for their gift.  Fr.
Gideon explained that of the monies raised, 40% will go to the Archdiocese and 60% will
remain in our parish. The percentages shift if more is raised than our target goal.
Projects that are being targeted as beneficiaries of the funds include: completion of the
roof project funding, strengthening Faith Formation programs, DSCS improvements,
replacement doors on the OLL chapel, and an updated sound system (the current one
may be out of compliance).
Literature to advertise the campaign is being developed.
3 Co-chairs for the committee need to be established.
Public kick-off for the campaign is set for 3/19-20/22.

C. Other New Business:
Deb and others will be handing out Advent Reflection books. There will also be a book
distribution at Christmastime.  She is looking for volunteers to help with distribution.
The newsletter will be published during the week of 11/22/21.  Discussion about the
format and frequency of the newsletter occurred.  It was explained that publication takes
time and resources to coordinate and publish.  Increasing the frequency while
decreasing content was not practical.
Michael Donahou will return in January and February to talk about the Book of Exodus.

6. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for 1/24/22 at 7:30 PM following the Joint
Cluster Meeting at the Parish Center of Our Lady of the Lakes.
Jacob Birenbaum will provide the Opening Prayer. Natalie Brochtrup will provide the Closing
Prayer.
Bonnie Steffen, Pam Huiras and Antonette Zellmer will provide hospitality.

7. Closing Prayer: Pam provided a closing prayer with special remembrance of the victims of
the Waukesha Christmas Parade tragedy.

8. Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 8:20.

Respectfully submitted,
Natalie Brochtrup
OLL Pastoral Council Secretary


