
Our Lady of the Lakes Pastoral Council Minutes
Monday, November 28, 2022

1. Call to Meeting and Roll Call:
Meeting was called to order at 7:46 PM by Peter Bemis
Members present: Peter Bemis, Jenny Leider, Natalie Brochtrup, Bonnie Steffen,
Antonette Zellmer, Jacob Birenbaum, Bryan Bichler, Marilyn Sabec, Rich Schwab,
Deb Hamm
Absent (excused): Chad Keller, Gary Feider
Guests: Leon Jacoby, Kati Dimmer, Deb Poull, Nancy Zimmer, Cindy Oskey

2. Guest Comments: Deb Poull expressed thanks for the opportunity to speak to the
Council. She expressed concerns about the sale of the Dacada Rectory site as there
was no notice of the cancellation of the auction.  She also expressed concern regarding
the direction of the funds from the potential sale.
Deb Hamm informed the council and guests that the realtor had an unexpected death in
the family so no notification of the cancellation was made.  An offer was made prior to
the auction which has been accepted and the final details are being worked out with the
party and the finance council.
Deb Poull asked where the notification for meetings are posted.  They are typically found
on the cluster calendar.
Deb Hamm indicated that they are planning on holding another listening session
regarding the use of the Dacada site, probably in the Spring.
Deb Poull indicated that she would like to see a more in-depth report of parish finances.
Deb Hamm directed her to Terri Schueller and to review the annual report that was
provided at the Parish Annual Meeting.

Deb Hamm said that the offer on the rectory was made prior to the auction. The finance
council voted to accept the offer.  Finance Council meetings are closed meetings.  No
decisions have been made on where or how the funds from the sale will be used.
Financial updates are made quarterly in the parish newsletter and at the annual meeting.

Leon Jacoby respectfully suggests that the Pastoral and Finance Councils prayerfully
consider putting the proceeds from the sale of the rectory in Dacada into the St. Nicholas
Fund.  The rectory was built by people from that part of the parish and volunteers from
that part of the parish have taken care of it.

3. Committee Report Highlights (see website for recent minutes):
A. Prayer and Worship- Bryan Bichler-

Discussion on how to spend proceeds from the Brat Fry fundraiser took place.  It
was decided to explore the purchase of a Chalice and Ciborium, redoing some of
the lettering on the altar in gold leaf as it is currently dark and difficult to read,



providing an outdoor Cross for the South Wall and providing bottles of Holy
Water for parishioners.

B. Christian Formation and Evangelization- Antonette Zellmer:
Mady Bemis wrote a Mission Statement for a potential Catholic Playgroup for
children ages 3 and older. The CF/E committee is asking the Pastoral Council to
consider the proposal.
On weeks that Religious Education classes are not held, Matthew Boeck would
like to give the Catechists an opportunity to provide additional classes for
interested participants. This could be presented to multiple grade levels.
The possibility of providing an option to allow students from DSCS to attend
additional Religious Education formation classes if they would be interested was
introduced.
There are currently 7 students signed up for the summer Mission Trip to
Steubenville, OH.  To make the trip financially feasible, an additional 13-14
students are needed to participate.
Plans are being discussed for the Lenten Series.
Kati Dimmer is working on creating video directions to show how to log into the
Formed website.

C. Human Concerns - Marilyn Sabec
The Baby Bottle Collection was given to Anchor of Hope.
The Blood Drive collected 49 units of blood.
The Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service showed an increase in attendance
post-Covid.
The Eternal LIfe Tree was in the OLL chapel during the month of November.
The Advent Giving Tree will benefit Divine Savior Catholic School, Mary’s Room and
the Random Lake Food Pantry.
Gift bags for residents of Gables on the Pond will be distributed on 12/6/22.
The Committee is asking for $500-1,000 from the Brat Fry Proceeds to be used at
their discretion to supplement programs in place.

D. Stewardship/Outreach- Bonnie Steffen
The Outreach/Stewardship committee is looking for places to take blankets as the

Warming Shelter in Sheboygan gets blankets from the Aurora Clinic.

E. Finance- Jenny Leider
The locks at OLL have been re-keyed.
The Annual Meeting was held with good attendance.
The committee is preparing to hold listening sessions regarding the use of the

Dacada site.



4. Old Business:

A. Annual Meeting- It was discussed that the Annual meeting venue worked well. It
appeared that attendance was increased and the plan is to prepare for a similar
format for next year.

B.Ministry Fair- There was good participation by the various committees.  The
attendance was sparse.  Discussion as to possible causes ensued.  The council
will discuss other formats and time frames at a future meeting. Council and
committee members are encouraged to approach individuals that they feel may
fit into different roles in the parish (i.e., lectors, ushers, or members of different
committees based on talents).

C.  Outreach/CF/E Committee Cluster Level meetings- discussions are taking
place regarding holding a joint meeting.  Due to the cluster spanning two
counties, resources cannot always be provided/available across counties which
makes planning and providing services and support difficult.

5. New Business:
A. Committee Meeting Focus- Meeting protocols should be followed.  Guest
comments should be limited to the appropriate time.
Review previous minutes and the upcoming agenda prior to the meeting.  Address
concerns or additions with the Chair prior to the meeting to determine appropriateness
for the upcoming agenda.
Committee liaisons should highlight items of interest.
Decisions that have been made in the past do not need to be re-discussed unless
events have caused a decision to be reevaluated.
If there are questions or concerns as to where a topic should be discussed, talk to the
committee chair to see if it’s the right committee to address the topic.
Meetings can be held in an hour or less to respect everyone’s time.

Opening/Closing prayers for next meeting:
Opening Prayer: Natalie Brochtrup
Closing prayer for next meeting: Antonette Zellmer

6. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for 1/23/23 at 7:00 PM at OLL chapel
beginning with the Joint Council meeting with the OLL meeting to follow.

7. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Marilyn Sabec, seconded by Rich Schwab. Meeting



adjourned at 9:06 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Natalie Brochtrup
OLL Pastoral Council Secretary


