
Our Lady of the Lakes Pastoral Council Minutes  

Monday, September 25, 2023  

1. Call to Meeting and Roll Call:  

Meeting was called to order at 7:56 PM by Peter Bemis 

Members present: Peter Bemis, Chad Keller, Natalie Brochtrup, Amy Schmit, Lina Vorpahl, Jacob 

Birenbaum, Bryan Bichler, Marilyn Sabec, Jenny Schwab, Leon Jacoby, Deb Hamm 

Absent (excused): Gary Feider 

Guests: Deb Poull, Cindy Oskey 

 

2. Guest Comments:  

Deb Poull expressed thanks for the opportunity to speak to the Council. She said that as a new member to 
the parish, she feels very welcomed and is looking forward to becoming involved with the parish. She 
initiated the idea of having a float in the area Christmas parades that could advertise for the parish. The 
float advertising and educating people about the St. Nicholas' celebration seemed to be popular. 

Deb Hamm suggested that Deb Poull send an announcement to Susan Risch for the bulletin asking for 
banner sponsors for the float. 

 

3. Committee Report Highlights (see website for recent minutes):  

A. Prayer and Worship- Bryan Bichler-  

-There will be a pet blessing on Saturday, Oct. 7, 2023 at the Holy Cross Chapel. 

-See the bulletin for All Soul’s Day services 

-There will be a Mass on Thanksgiving Day at 9:00 at the OLL Chapel 

-Peter commented that he was able to highlight several of our cluster events that help shape our 

Catholic Identity, like our All Soul’s service, praying the Rosary before Mass, Adoration, and our 

many Faith Formation activities at a recent Deanery Meeting. He thanked the council and the 

various committees for all their hard work in providing such quality events. 

  

B. Christian Formation and Evangelization- Amy Scmidt 

  - The committee is in the process of restructuring 

- There are plans to incorporate elements of the Eucharistic Revival into Faith Formation classes. 

-Council members are encouraged to read the book “A Bibical Walk Through the Mass” and return 

their book to the parish office. 

-Bibles have been handed out to the Middle and High School students in their Faith Formation 

classes. 

 

C. Human Concerns - Marilyn Sabec 

-There will be a blood drive on Oct. 16, 2023 from 1-6 PM 

-The Eternal Life Tree will be present in our chapels during the month of November. Parishioners who 

have lost a loved one are invited to attend Mass on Nov. 4, 2023 and place a memorial card on the 

tree in remembrance of their loved ones. 

-St. Nicholas bags will be given to residents of Gables on the Pond on Dec. 5, 2023. Donations of 

items to be placed in the bags will be accepted. 

-The Advent Giving Tree will be available with donations for Mary’s Room, DSCS, and the Random 

Lake Food Pantry. 

-The Food Pantry is looking to increase donations.  Discussion on how to accomplish this included the 

ideas of having a ‘reverse collection’ where people are given a slip and asked to bring the items the 

next week, placing bins at the door rather than in the side areas of the vestibule and increasing bulletin 



announcements. 

 

D. Stewardship/Outreach- Leon Jacoby 

-Vacation Bible School was held at OLL this year. It will be at Divine Savior school next year. 

-The Catholic Playgroup is finished for the season and will resume in the Spring. There were 8-10 

people who consistently attended. 

-Upcoming Hospitality dates include: Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and Dec. 17, 2023 

-The Quilting group has made over 100 dresses to send to Africa. 

 

E. Finance- Jenny Schwab/Lina Vorpahl 

-The proxy for the furnace at St. Nicholas-Dacada has been approved and work is being completed. 

-Trees at the Cascade site need to be removed professionally 

-Bids are being accepted for updates to the Audio/Visual equipment. Parishioners are asked to 

complete the survey that was sent out if they received one. All sound systems in the cluster will be 

replaced so equipment could be interchangeable if the need to borrow equipment arises.  

4. Old Business: 

Leon Jacoby provided the following update about the St. Nicholas 175th Celebration: 

 On August 20th Our Lady of the Lakes Parish celebrated the 175th anniversary of the founding of St 

Nicholas Parish.The mass was celebrated by Bishop Jeff Haines assisted by Deacon Tom Hunt.  

Concelebrating were Fathers Guy Gurath, Neil Zinthefer and Richard Fleischman.  There were 500 people in 

attendance.  We had the same air conditioning as 175 years ago.  Bishop Haines conferred a rosary from 

Cardinal Hollerich of Luxembourg to the statue of Our Lady of Consolation.  That's the statue the Deppiesse 

family brought to America in 1849. 

Mary Schueller lectored the next week at the cathedral with the bishop and deacon.  She said they were 

amazed with the celebration in Dacada.  They just couldn't stop telling everyone about the number of people 

in attendance,  how beautifully maintained the church is, the extensive research that went into the book etc. 

The book they were talking about was written by Denise Dimmer.  It has a hard cover and 146 pages in color.  

Some copies are still available for $60.  The book is also being released on the website and people will be 

able to order it directly from LULU.com the publisher.  The price will potentially be higher after January 1st. 

Planning for the celebration began17 months before the mass. 

To promote the celebration there was a float in the Random Lake Firemen's Parade, the Holland Fest Parade 

and the Luxembourg Fest Parade.  It had a model of the original log church and painted plywood images of 

St Nicholas and Our Lady of Consolation. 

About 700+ people attended the celebration.  It was a hot day but everything was under tents keeping us out 

of the sun.  Food was prepared by the 4H clubs.  They were allowed to keep the profits from the food.  Brats, 

hamburgers and hot dogs were wrapped in aluminum foil so people could just pick up what they wanted and 

pay making the process quick and easy.  Most of the soda was donated by Jolly Good. 

Beer, wine, and cider were all the same price but the cups were different sizes making it simple for the 

bartenders. 

 Parking spaces were marked in the parking lot and there were attendants so parking was easy and orderly.  



There was overflow parking in Lapinsi's field next to the cemetery, where about 60+ cars went.  Dennis 

Dimmer drove a tractor pulling a wagon provided by the Buechler Wedding Barn to bring people from the 

overflow lot to church. 

For the kids there was a bouncy house, the balloon lady, petting animals and old fashioned  games.  Tucker 

Noll dressed as St Nicholas.  The idea was that if the kids were busy and happy then the parents would be 

relaxed and would stay longer. 

A busload of exchange students from Luxembourg dropped by for the celebration to meet American 

Luxembourgers. 

In the church basement were displays from 30+ families.  There was a book showing the locations of all the 

known graves in the cemetery.  Dale Jacoby created an illustrated timeline with the help of Badger Tag 

tracing the history of St Nicholas from 1848 to the present.  Below the events in Dacada there was  a parallel 

timeline showing national and world events to provide context. 

Mary Schueller took family photos outside on the front steps of the church.  Denise Dimmer and Kevin Wester 

gave presentations and tours inside the church. 

The 3 Corpus Christi Chapels were open and decorated in the cemetery. 

A collection wasn't taken up during the mass.  Instead, there were envelopes asking for donations in the 

mass programs. 

There was a silent auction including refurbished desks from the school and an afghan sewn and donated by 

Deb Hamm.  Also there was a set of 4 wooden commemorative Christmas ornaments for sale. 

There will be another mass and potluck dinner on Saturday, November 25th at 11:00 to mark the 175th 

anniversary of the actual day when Bishop Henni came to Dacada to bless the log cabin church and place it 

under the patronage of St Nicholas.  All are welcome! 

5. New Business: 

a. The annual meeting will be held on Nov. 12, 2023 following the 8:15 AM Mass and will be held in the 

church. 

Peter Bemis will reach out to each committee chair to coordinate a presenter. 

If reports are longer or contain intricate details, a handout would be helpful 

A summary of the Eucharistic Revival will be included. 

 

Closing prayer for next meeting: Marilyn Sabec volunteered to provide the closing prayer for the Nov. 27, 

2023 meeting. 

6. Next Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for November 27, 2023 at 7:00 PM at the Holy Cross 

chapel beginning with the Joint Council meeting with the OLL meeting to follow (approximately 7:30 PM). 

7. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Jenny Schwab, seconded by Leon Jacoby. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM 

Respectfully submitted,  

Natalie Brochtrup  

OLL Pastoral Council Secretary 


