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40th Annual 

Out of respect for all our congregations, there will be 
no congregational singing this evening.
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Prelude - Chimes 

  
Rev. Gideon Buya

 
L:  Be glad and rejoice! 
P:  We rejoice in God’s gifts! 
 
L:  Sing praises of joy! 
P:  Our mouths are filled with laughter. 
 
L:  With gratitude, we come. 
P:  God has done great things for us. 
 
L:  Shout with laughter, in sunshine and rain. 
P:  Praise God for our lives, for harvest and food. 
 

Rev. Gideon Buya

 

 
L: The Lord be with you.   P: And also with you.  
 
L: Let us pray: Gracious God, you who supply your 
people with every blessing in abundance, lift up our 
hearts in gratitude and thanksgiving this day. Help us, 
we pray, to thank you for the gifts we seldom notice, to 
praise you for the bounty we often take for granted, and 
to glorify your name for how you have watched over us 
through another year of seedtime and of harvest.  For 
all that you have done, for all that you are, and for all 
that you will ever do, we lift up our voices in praise to 
you.  Hear our prayer and our song and help us to live 
as ones with eternally grateful hearts - we ask it in 
Jesus' name.  P: Amen 
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Rev. Marilyn Borchardt

Psalm 107:1-9                        
  

 Amanda Gronemeyer

Matthew 25:34-45  

Compiled and presented by Rev. Dan Verdegan 
 

Deb Hamm

All: We pray for children all over the world. 
 
Left side: We pray for chubby, happy babies who revel 
in health and who are safely guarded by loving parents. 
 
Right side: And we pray for infants emaciated from 
malnourishment, whose starving parents give up their 
own food in hopes of saving their child’s life. 
 
Left side: We pray for children who are filled with joy, 
who run and laugh freely, whose smiles are infectious. 
 
Right side: And we pray for those whose fear-filled 
faces peer out from behind barbed-wire fences in war-
torn countries. 
 
Left side: We pray for children who learn from caring 
and educated teachers in fine and comfortable schools. 
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Right side: And we pray for those who yearn to sit on a 
simple dirt floor at the foot of anyone who is willing to 
teach them. 
 
Left side: We pray for children who fill their days with 
sports, video games, ipods and texting. 
 
Right side: And we pray for those whose days are filled 
with child labor, searching for food, and no time for fun 
and games. 
 
Left side: We pray for children who, with full 
refrigerators and overflowing pantries, complain that 
“there is nothing to eat”. 
 
Right side: And we pray for those who truly have 
nothing to eat, who scavenge the streets for any morsel 
they can find. 
 
Left side: We pray for children who revel in health, who 
can visit a doctor or hospital with ease, and who 
complain about going to the dentist. 
 
Right side: And we pray for those who are dying of 
preventable diseases, and have never been to a doctor 
or dentist. 
 
Left side: We pray for children who, with full bellies and 
content hearts, are tucked into warm beds by their 
parents each night. 
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Right side: And we pray for those who, yearning for 
anything to eat and with troubled souls, have no beds 
and no parents to tuck them in. 
 
All: We pray for children all over the world, rich and 
poor and in between, all loved by God. We pray that 
each one of us may be ever more generous with our 
resources that, one day, hunger will cease.  
 

Deb Hamm 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body and life everlasting, 
Amen. 
 

 

If you did not offer your gifts at the door, we invite you to 
do so on the way out. We will not be processing forward 
this year.  
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Rev. Ann Utke                             

L:  In a year when our lives and our world have been 
disrupted by a virus, we give thanks for many things. 
Some of them are daily events we used to take for 
granted. Others are rediscovered or newly-discovered 
blessings. For all of these blessings which God 
continues to bestow upon us… 
P:  We give thanks and praise. 
 
L:  For medical personnel and first responders, for 
grocery workers and truck drivers… 
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For gainful employment and health…         
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For a slower pace of life, a time to reflect and a 
rediscovery of the power and sacredness of silence... 
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For family meals, board games and puzzles, and for 
watching television together… 
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For unexpected phone calls or notes in the mail… 
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For the joy of reading, music, sunrises, sunsets and 
rainbows, and the time to ponder them… 
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For long walks, bike rides, kayaking and other forms 
of exercise… 
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P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  For Zoom, Google Meets, livestreaming, and other 
technology that helps us stay connected while 
physically apart… 
P:  We give thanks. 
 
L:  Gracious God, you are the author of all blessings. 
Help us to remember what you have done for us 
through Christ Jesus. Grant us Your Holy Spirit so that 
our lives might be transformed into lives of living thanks. 
In your precious name we pray.  P:  Amen  
   

Please stand. Rev. Christine Wilke
 
L: Please join me in the Lord’s Prayer. You may use the 
words you are most comfortable with, even if they are 
different than those sitting around you.  
Our Father… Amen. 
 

     Rev. Christine Wilke 

P: Amen  
 

Please stand.   
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Suzanne Biedenbender, organist 

The Sounder 
 

This Thanksgiving Service is a joint worship opportunity 
created by the following congregations that are 

members of the Random Lake Area Ecumenical Group: 
 

Catholic Parishes of Northern Ozaukee and  
Southern Sheboygan Counties –  

Our Lady of the Lakes, Random Lake,  
and Divine Savior, Fredonia  

Rev. Gideon Buya 
Pastoral Associate Deb Hamm 

Outreach Coordinator Amanda Gronemeyer 
 

New Horizon United Church of Christ, 
Farmington 

Rev. Christine Wilke, Interim 
 

St. John’s United Church of Christ, Random 
Lake 

Rev. Ann Utke, Interim  
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Random Lake 

Rev. Marilyn Borchardt 
 

Zion United Methodist Church, Batavia 
Rev. Dan Verdegan 

 

 


