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Summer 2020 
 
Dear Parents of 1st Communion Candidates, 
 
 I know that a good many of you from both of our parishes have been asking when we 
are going to be celebrating First Holy Communion with our candidates. The short answer to the 
question is: I really don’t know. A lot remains to be seen as to the duration of COVID-19 and the 
ongoing revelations as to its seriousness. 
 
 I am more than aware that most other parishes in the area have already celebrated both 
First Communion and Confirmation. They are also having multiple Masses per weekend both 
on Saturday evening and on Sunday mornings. I keep getting asked why we’re not doing it the 
same as the other parishes and my answer remains consistent: because I don’t believe that the 
other parishes are doing it safely. The Center for Disease Control - CDC - recommends that a 
period of 24 hours pass BEFORE any sanitizing be done so as to allow virus particles to fall out 
of the air if there has been a sick - ie: virus positive - person present. The problem is that we 
know that you cannot tell if a person is in an incubation stage or is asymptomatic simply by 
looking at them or even by taking their temperature. Our two parishes have purchased 
sanitizing machines that create an electrostatic charged particle to seek out surfaces when the 
interior of the churches are being cleaned. Most parishes are simply wiping down pews which 
unfortunately doesn’t guarantee that the virus is being eliminated. Because of the risks to all of 
the age groups in our parishes, I prefer to side with caution. 
 
 My presumption is that most of you are in agreement. Since we have re-started Masses 
at both St. Francis and St. Dominic, not one family of a First Communion student has made a 
reservation to attend Mass. I applaud your vigilance in protecting your children. When the 
timing is right, it will happen. In the meantime let us continue to support each other in prayer 
and ask the Lord for his healing presence in our troubled world. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
Fr. Hamel 
 
(Rev.) Philip N. Hamel 
Pastor 
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