


St. Francis of Assisi Parish  Serving the Catholic Community of Swansea and Somerset

Sacraments:
Baptism: Arrangements must be made in advance. Please
call the Parish Office to arrange a date and supply pertinent
information. Individual Baptismal preparation is required.

Sponsors: must receive from their respective Catholic pas-
tors a “sponsor certificate,” which is the signed word of one
priest to another that the proposed godparent is a Confirmed,
fully-practicing Catholic who is qualified to be a godparent
by living in harmony with our faith.

Reconciliation: Saturday from 3:15PM to 3:40PM or call
the rectory for an appointment.

First Eucharist & Confirmation: Preparation — two years
prior to receiving each Sacrament is mandatory as a regis-
tered student in the Faith Formation Program.

Matrimony: Couples are asked to consult with our priest at
least six months in advance of the intended date to allow
time for marriage preparation, including the Diocesan Pro-
gram,

Ministry to the Sick: Please notify us if someone you
know is homebound and would like to be added to our Com-
munion call list, or would like to receive the Sacrament of
the Sick.

Low gluten hosts available: Please let us know before
Mass if you have a need to receive this type of host.

WELCOME
If you are a new parishioner please introduce yourself to the pas-
tor after Mass and call the parish office to register. Attend our
monthly coffee & donut social to meet your new parish family.
We are so pleased you’re here!

Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund

In making funeral arrangements, you may wish to
consider enrolling the deceased in the Saint Francis of
Assisi Memorial Fund. Relatives and friends who
donate to the fund in memory of the deceased receive
a thank you card from the parish, and another card is
sent notifying the bereaved of the gift. The gifts are
charitable contributions and may be a supplement or a
substitute for flowers. Those whose names are en-
rolled in the Saint Francis of Assisi Memorial Fund
are remembered in the Masses and prayers of the par-
ish. A special Mass is celebrated once a year for all
the souls enrolled. All the monies of this Fund are
used to purchase materials needed to make our church
more inspiring and beautiful for community prayer
and celebrations of the sacraments.

Thank you for considering this beautiful tribute.

Parish Mission Statement: In the spirit of our patron, St. Francis of Assisi, we dedicate ourselves as liv-
ing stones to building our parish family with Christ as our foundation. Enlivened by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves by sharing God’s transforming love with our families, our community and our world.

Sat. December 1

4:00 p.m. Oscar & Cecile Fontaine by Son &
Daughter-in-law
Pearl Gray by Rita Vasconcellos
Paul & Lorraine Boulay by Diane & Jim
Daugherty
Sun. December 2
8:00 a.m. Theresa Silvago by Bill Brodeur & Frank
9:30 a.m. Mary Garganta by Friends
11:00 a.m. Gerry Hodkinson by Wanda
Mon. December 3
9:00 a.m.
Tues. December 4
9:00 a.m. Richard E. Willette by Wife
Wed. December 5
9:00 a.m.
Thurs. December 6
9:00 a.m. Horace & Joanne Campos by Family

Fri. December 7- Vigil of the Immaculate Conception
4:00 p.m. For the Parish Family
Sat. December 8— Immaculate Conception

9:00 a.m. For the Parish Family
4:00 p.m. Harold & Jerry Hodkinson by Family
Sun. December 9
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.  John Viveiros by Family
11:00 a.m. Aunt Anne, Uncle Tom & Auntie by Niece
Ellie & Family
SIGNS AND WONDERS

Signs in the heavens, nations in agony and the powers of the
skies shaken are not mere tabloid scenarios: they are the
markers of our liberation by the Son of Man, who will come
with all the saints to gather up his own on the last day. He
calls us to holiness and blamelessness in the sight of God.
Are we ready to meet the Son of Man face to face?

Text, Philip J. Sandstrom, STD © 2000, OCP. All rights
reserved.




December 2, 2018

%%»Z In Loving Memory

Our memorial candles burn in December in
remembrance of: F

Sanctuary Lamp:
Seery & Masciarelli Families
by Steve & Ann Seery

Altar Candles:
Richard E. Willette by Wanda

Tabernacle Candles:
Oscar & Cecile Fontaine by
Son & Daughter-in-law

Crucifix Candles:
Kevin M. Harrison by Sheila,
Bill & Megan

ST. FRANCIS DIOCESAN ASSESSMENT UPDATE

Balance due as of July 1, 2018 $59,799.00
July payment $ 1,400.00
August payment $1,729.00
September payment $ 1,443.00
October payment $ 1,760.00
November payment $ 1,700.00
Balance due as of November 30,2018  $ 51,767.00

As always, thank you for your continued support.
Again, if each parish family contributed $10.00 per
month for the next 12 months, we can actually payoff
our unpaid balance.

o

& Parish Support

Collected November 17th and November 18th
Budget: $2550.00
Campaign for Human Development: $1337.00

Collected November 24th and November 25th
Budget: $2639.00
Repairs & Restorations: $939.00

As you can see our budget collection has decreased
over the last few weeks. During Fr. Michael’s ab-
sence we have additional need of your help to cov-
er the expenses of the wonderful priests that are
serving our church community. An increase
would be greatly appreciated. Thank you

Next weekend, December 8th and 9th the second col-
lection is for Retirement Fund for Religious. There is
also an Immaculate Conception Offering.

Thank you for your generosity!

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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Fri., Dec. 7" - Vigil Mass at 4:00 p.m. for the So-
lemnity of the Immaculate Conception.

Sat., Dec. 8" - Mass at 9:00 a.m. for the Solemnity
of the Immaculate Conception.




First Sunday of Advent Sunday, December 2, 2018

s0Week Club PROMISE TO
WANTED: NEW MEMBERS! P ROT E CT

Membership forms are located at the entrances to church, or
just call Kathy Sullivan. This is our biggest (and most fun)
fundraising event of the entire year! $2.00 per week gives
you a chance to win a weekly drawing of $25.00! o
Remember, you can’t win if you don’t join! PLEDGE TO

As we announced previously, our 2017-2018 year was H EA L
amazing! The profit from the club was given to the parish
and totaled $6,500.00! You can be part of the action!

OFFICE OF SAFE ENVIRONMENT
*******************************:

Congratulatlons t?' - * The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
Be rn ad ette s | Iv | a I created the Charter for the Protection of Children and
Winner for November 25, 2018 1 Young People, revised in 2018. The Charter directs the
: creation of Safe Environment programs for children,
* as well as healing for victims/survivors of sexual
= abuse. If you would like more information about the
Charter, please visit www.fallriverdiocese.org or the
................................................... . United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website
: : at http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/child-and-youth-
protection/charter.cfm or call Deacon Joe Regali at
(508) 675-1311.
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Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:
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YOUTH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Meeting Dates
2018
December 2 5:00-6:30p.m.

December 16-Vendor Sale/Chili Cook-Off -
No meeting

2019
January 13, 27 5:00-6:30p.m.
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First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 2, 2018

9AM -3PM

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church
530 Gardners Neck Road, Swansea, MA 02777

CHILI COOK OFF (11AM-1PM) - COME AND SAMPLE THEM ALL!
Proceeds given to St. Francis Youth Group

PosterMyWall.com

H

HORIZONS
FOR HOMELESS
CHILDREN

Holiday toy donations & volunteers needed. Volun-
teer with Horizons for Homeless Children to play for 2
hours a week with young children living in shelters. If
you can't volunteer, consider donating toys from our
wish list. Upcoming training Saturday 12/8 in Middle-
boro.

To find out more about toy donations, volunteering,
view other training dates, or to apply, call 508.510.3250
or visit horizonschildren.org/playspace.

Fall River Diocese
2019 Women and Men’s Conference

Save the Date

The Fall River Diocese 2019 Women and Men’s Confer-
ence will take place on Saturday, March 9, 2019, at
Stonehill College in Easton. Response over the past two
years has been very positive to this one-day Lenten pro-
gram that features noted speakers, music, Mass, fellow-
ship and more. So, please mark your 2019 calendar now
and watch for details on the Women and Men’s Confer-
ence in the coming months.
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Catholic Social Services
Giving Tree Program

Please consider taking a tag or two from
our giving tree and bringing some joy to a
local friend in need.

UNWRAPPED gifts are due no later than
the weekend of December 15th.
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Catholic Social Services (CSS) provides ]
support to families and individuals of all @

A denominations who have needs that A
N have not been met by other organiza- /M
g tions; federal, state or local. This year’s @
" program will help thousands of home- |,

less children.
%" Thank You! w@
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